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Chcvreville was neither furprifed 
or alarmed by Eugenie’s fudden flight 
from Fontenaye-aux-rofes, it was aa 
event which his previous knowledge of 
her intentions had led him to cxpeft, 
and from which he hoped to profit, to 
the utmoft extent of his wiflies. 

As foon as he received this informa^ 
tion by means of the faithlefs Pauune^ 
he haflened to his friend the Secretary, 

VOL. III. B and 
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and told him that their common Inter- 
eft now required- an increafe of vigi- 
lance, left their intended prey fhould 
efcape from their purfuit, as he made 
no doubt that a foreign minifter would 
foon intercede with government, that 
Eugenie might be permitted to leave 
France. The credulous Secretary full]^ 
perfuaded that Chevreville meant to 
fhare with him the fpoils of injured 
innocence, promifed again to lend him 
all the alfiftance in bis power, and allur- 
ed him that Eugenie’s i^alTport Ihould 
be made out in fuch a manner, as would 
expofe her to be flopped on the journey. 

Chevreville alked no more, every 
thing elfe he conceived to depend upon 
himfelf, and he was too well fatisfied 
with his own pr^wefs in undertakings 
t)f this nature, to feel much apprehen- 
fion for the final refult of his operations. 

In the mean time, the gentle Eugenie 

was 



M. DS BRIKBOC. 


3 

was grateful to heaven for the place 
of refiige which it afforded her, in the 
inviolable manfion of the Count Sta> 
rinlki, and as feveral weeks had elapfed 
without her hearing any thing more 
about Chevreville or his wicked pro- 
jefls, (he concluded that he had entirely 
forgotten her, and that he was not the 
determined villain that Madame de La- 
touche had reprefented him. 

Truth, at whofe (hrine we muft facri- 
hce every other confideration, obliges 
us to confefs,that this reflexion was gra- 
tifying to Eugenie, and that (he was 
pleafed at being enabled to confider as 
lefs criminal, the man whom (he former- 
Hy imagined to be worthy of her efteem. 
Nor let it be faid with more precipitation 
than judgment, th^ this amiable girl 
ffill harboured femiments of affection 
for Chevreville,— -(he never loved him. 
The artful feducer had appeared before 
B 2 Eugenie 
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Eugenie as the intimate friend and 
almoft adopted child of her revered 
father; he had fkiUully adted the part 
of a man of high honour, and a fullerer 
in a caufo common to both, and his lan- 
guage in her prefence, was a faithlul 
echo of what flie had been accuftomed 
to hear from her beloved brother. 
Encafed in the impenetrable armour of 
fimulation and hypocril'y, it is no won- 
der that a confummate deceiver, Ifjouid 
impofe upon the unfufpeefing mind cf 
an innocent female ; bu; luckily for 
Eugenie's peace, as well as ior her 
honour, the whole fabric of delulion 
had been completely deflroye!, ere 
efteem had ripened into a more power- 
ful attactiincnt, and if it was painful to 
part with the former, it was Mils to 
cbnfidcr that (he was not -comptlled ro 
facrifice the latter of thofe fentiments, 
in obedience to the commands of duty, 

of 
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of prudence, and of feif-refpeft. Thus 
it is eafy to reconcile Eugenie's fatjsfac- 
tlon in fuppofing Chcvreville lefs guilty 
tl'an he really was, with the moft per- 
Iccl indifierence for the man. 

The fcenes which Mad. Srarinlki’s 
houfe exhibited, were, from their novel- 
ty, well adapted to difpel the gloom 
that lecent occurrences micrht have 
fpread over the fufceptible ,uind of Eu- 
genie. The forenoon was chiefly occu- 
pied in receiving the vifits of the Coun- 
lefs’s old ac^quaintanccs, who had clcap- 
' d tranfportation, the l;intern-rope, and 
the guillotine, jind who were glad to 
loLct in a place where they could tallc 
' ver their nii;>rorfunes, without fear of 
L .ing interrupted by a troop of arm^d 
citizens, with inflru^lions to convey 
tli'.'in to gaol. 

In the evening the company was 
made up of fome of the law-givers of 
B 3 the 
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the day, and moft of the foreign min!; 
ters of the powers at peace with France, 
and of all the literati who ftill adhered 
to the doftrine of perfeftibility, with as 
much tenacioufnefs, as the Jews do to 
their hopes of a future Meffiah. ^ 

To the firft mentioned part of this 
motley aifemblage. Mad. Stariniki was 
not wanting in the diHribution of her 
fniiles and attentions, for feveral ftrong 
and obvious reafons; and while llie 
committed the diplomatic corps, to the 
refpeft and confideration of her huf- 
band, ihe flione herfelf with unrivalled 
fplendour among the literary characters, 
who adorned her drawing room. Thcfe 
intheit turn, endeavoured to reflect 
back fome portion of intellectual light 
upon their fair entertainer, an effort t^ 
which they were ftimulated with re- 
doubled ardour, from the combined 
circumffances of having a great taile 

for 



M. Lit iiRiNBOC. 


7 

tor the Countefs's wlttlcifcns, and a no 
Iftfs rdifli for her dinners and flippers, 
vvhich fa£l goes to thablifli tlie remark, 
made by certain profound obfervers, 
that the learned are often biefied vvitli 
very (harp appetites, and that they 
gladly indulge in the luxuries of good 
living, while they defcant on the advan- 
tages of temperance and fobriety. The 
dialogues tliat took place at Mad. Sta- 
•rinfki’s were fometime-s rather more 
remarkable for affording an unlimited 
fcope to fapey and allufion, than for 
feverity of morals ; and on thefe occa- 
fions the Countefs, who was a woman 
of uncommon dexterity, always contri- 
ved to feat Eugenie near a legiflator 
who entertained her by expatiating on 
the fenfible growth of republican vir- 
tues ; or elfe clofe to one of the pleni- 
potentiaries, whofe infipid compliments, 

and common-plice civilities, ferved like 
n 4 cotton. 
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cotton, to fl '.p i!;j her cars, and prevent 
the introduaic'-n of mote obnoxious 
rounds. V/ixtt was moft aimi:';;!; , 
was to obi'arve the burlef(]iie di;.,rii:y 
\v.':h u hi-b . e now rulers of the Stale, 
received t)ic fubtnilTive adulation atid 
Icrvilc homage of the bowing rcprelcn- 
tatives of foreign powers. 

Thus did Eugenic pafs away the time, 
which was occafiotially enlivened by 
Mad. de Flavigny’s friendly vifits, when* 
file was told one day by Count Starinfki, 
that it was at lail in his p»wer to ofi'er 
her a proper perfon to accompany her 
out of Franc?. T.his perfon was a mef- 
fenger v.!;oni lie -.va-s al)out to fend with 
difpatchc;' to li.riin, a );ind of million, 
which would chcftually fecure lliLin 
from any intcTni; i»on on ihc roa..!. Mad. 
de’Flavigny, no’ v.itliilariding h'-'f ti;'/-’ 
and.infirmkies, ofli.rcd to (hare the dan- 
gers of the journey wit.h her binu!. 
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but this was an exertion which Eugenie 
would not hear of, and they partei^,' 
after a thoufand manifeftations of love 
and tendernefs on both fides. The 
Count and Countefs then embraced Eu- 
genie, for whom they had contradled 
fentiments of real affection, and the 
latter told the meffenger to be even more 
careful of the fair traveller, than of his 
difpatchcs, for that of Eugenie there 
could he no duplicate. 


5 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

Xhe meffenger was an honeft German, 
of grave deportment, and military afpecl, 
who did not trouble Eugenie with 
much converfation, but in exchange, 
he regaled her from time to time with 
volumes of fmoke, firll inhaled from a 
long tobacco-pipe, and then rendered 
more favoury by taking their vent 
through his mouth and nollrils. 

Perceiving, however, that his fellow 
traveller feemcd rather dejecled, and 
out of fpirits, he begged her not to give 
way to melancholy, for that he had a 
fab're and four horfe-piftols entirely at 
her fervice, a piece of information tha: 
only ferved to add to Eugenie’s terrors, 

J for 
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for flie expe.iied every minute that by 
the motion of the carriage, one of the 
piftols would go off, and lodge its con- 
tents in her own body, or in that of her 
conduftor. Having followed the route 
of La Ferte and Chaloas-fur-Marne, 
towards the Rhine, for two days, with- 
*out meeting any difficulty or molefta- 
tion, Eugenie began to be fanguine in 
her hopes of foon finding herfelf beyond 
the reach of her enemies, and of em- 
bracing the friend of her infancy, whom 
file had not feen for fo many years. 

On the evening of the fecond day, 
while they were taking fome refrelhment 
at the inn at P — , a municipal officer 
came into the room, and alked the 
meffenger if he was not the perfon 
charged with difpatches from Paris to 
Berlin ? “ Yes,” anfwered the German. 
“ Then Sir,” refumed the officer, " you 
are at liberty to continue your journey 
s 6 whenever 
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whenever you pleafe, but as for this 
lady^, (pointing to Eugenie,) ftie niu!i 
go with me before the fub-nrefeJ^, 
who thinks that there are ftrong realons 
for detaining her.” 

It does not require any great effort of 
imagination, to fancy the emotions of 
terror and furprife that feizeJ (he genile 
fifter of Brinboc, when the heard this 
formidable fentence, and flie was (o 
much and fo dreadfully alarmed, as not 
to be able to inuke any re])Iy. I Lr fail ii- 
ful guardian, however, endeavajiired to 
J'peak for her, and in his arguments lo 
lay much ftrefs upon the circuinilai'.' o 
of her having been couiiniticd to 1. ■ 
care by an ambaffador, who irom ti e 
nature of his public character, coul 1 
not have taken any intereft in rite laft iy 
and welfare of an improper or fufpa'ei- 
ous perfon. “ Pfliaw !” exclaimed the 
infolent underftrapper, “ don’t talk to 
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me about ambafladors, whofe mafters 
we have beaten, a corporal of the na- 
tional guard is a much greater man, 
in my opinion.*’ With thefe words, 
he laid hold of Eugenie’s arm to drag 
her away, and all that her tears and 
intreaties could obtain from the ftern 
fitvlliteof power, was that the meflen- 
ger (hould be allowed to accompany 
them to the place of examination. 

-As foon as the fub-prefedt had dif- 
pafehed the bufintfs of fome other per- 
fons, according to the order in which 
they had prefented themfclves before 
his tribuTv.’d, he addrellod I'ue,cnic, and 
told her, that he was under the necedify 
of iiueirupting her journey, bccaui'e he 
had been informed by the 

A Cen is a fort of miliir.r;' ia 

FranC',*, of whole power and fuiuniorjs, w? Ivive, 
tiiank ij'jd, biit an iinperfec:! ..oticr, in ItngianJ. 
lie is more eourteuii*- thao a JanilFarv, :ind betcer 
armed than a buin-^.»i’ifr, but related to both, as 
well in dignity of cilice, as in public fJlimation. 

who ■ 
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who infpefted her paflport at the town 
gates, that her perfon did not agree with 
the defcription therein given, and that 
he would examine it himfelf, to fee if 
this report was corredl. 

Eugenie’s demeanour was certainly 
fuch as might have created fufpicion, in 
the mod unprejudiced fpectators, for flic 
trembled from head to foot, and w-as fo 
much agitated, that (he could hardly 
hand the paper to the fub-prefed, wlio 
read it attentively, and then eyed Eu- 
genie with great care and deliberation, 
after which he addreflfed her in the follow- 
ing words : 

“ Madam, I cannot conceive how you 
could think of efcaping with fuch an ir- 
regular paflport, or how you could have 
beep allowed to proceed fo far without 
interruption. The remiflhefs of others, 
howeter, would afford no excufe for 
niy negligence, and I muft order you 

into 
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into confinement until fome light is 
thrown on this bufinefs, for you arc 
defcribed in the paper as being of a fair 
complexion, with light hair and light 
eyes, whereas your eyes and hair, are 
both as black as my hat, befides, that 
you are not fo tall by three inches, as 
Teprefentcd in this defcription.” 

Here he waved his hand to one of the 
attendants, as if to take Eugenie out 
of court, but this was now become an 
office of fome difficulty, for fte had 
fainted befor,e the fub-prefect had quite 
delivered his commands, and fhe was 
fupportcd by two women, whom curiofi- 
ty had attraded to learn what might 
be the fate of the fufpedled lady, whofe 
arrell had already created a great noife 
in the town. 

While they were endeavouring to 
bring Eugenie to herfelf, a man tuffied 
into the hall, exclaiming, ** Where 

is 
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is (he ? where is my wife ? my ungrate- 
ful w'ile !’^ 

The attention of the whole aflembly 
was inftantly removed from the unfor- 
tunate Eugenie, to the clamorous 
ftranger, who went up direflly to the 
fub-prcfctff, and defircJ him in the name 
of the law, to flay all further proceed- 
ings againft the fugitive, whom he 
aifirmed to be his wedded wife. He 
then approa.;hed Eugenie, and going 
on his knees, cried out in a tremulous 
and broken tone of voice, “Eugenic! 
deareft Eugenic ! what could induce 
you to leave the fondefl of hulbandi? 
I am ready to forget all, — if 
have no efteef on you, leinember at 
leafl our infant child, whom you have 
abandoned, and who claims your caie 
and afieclion.” Eugenie opened her 
eyes, - and beheld before her the accurf- 
ed‘ form of Chevrevillc. She remained 

fllent 
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lilent for fome moments, daring which 
time (he feemed to recover her itrgngth. 
She then difengaged herTclf fiom the 
women who had h m fiinporting her, 
and with a firm flop and calm counte- 
nance, walked to the table at which 
fat the fub-prefe.^, and alibred him that 
fhe was not the wife of a.ny man ; that 
fhe w'as indeed flying from the perfecu- 
tion of the impoftor who claimed her 
as his own, though flie only knew him 
by his villainous proceedings towards 
her, and fhe befought the magillrate, 
as he valued the importance of iiis fruit, 
and every principle of honnur and coni- 
paflion, not to deliver her up, d-fence- 
Icfs and unprotected, to the horrible 
defigns of her bafe and cruel enemy. 

All this W'as Ipoken with a compofure 
and dignity of manner, that furprized 
the fub-prcfedl, and afloniflicd th-e b.y- 
Handers, and the former was about to 

make 



mcke an anl'wer, when Chevrevillc: e» 
dalniecl “Pcrfluioiis wonuui ! fince you 
are deaf to the voice of iny affectionate 
fupplicaliohs, I will fltew yon and the 
World, that I have juftice on iny fide, 
and that I am not to be traduced and 
fiattdered with imputiity.— Here Citizen 
fub'prefe^, read aloud, if you pleafe; 
the proofs of my misfortune, and of thi$» 
woman's perjured faith.” He then pre- 
fented the fub-prefe£l with two papers, 
both of which being read in an audible 
voice, the one was a certificate from the 
mayor of a diftri^l in the department of 
the Seine, dating that Chevrevillc liad 
been married to Eugenic accordinp; to 
law, on the fifteenth day of the fprouting 
month (Germinal) of the firlt year ol 
liberty and equality ; and the other con- 
tained an order from thepcilice ol Paris, 
dire£fed • to all prefects, fuh-prefeds, 
mayors an^k their deputies* adjuncls, &<;. 
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(0 aflifl; citizen Chevreville in the re- 
covery of his ftrayed wife, &c. &c. 

During the perufal of thefe documents 
an awful filence had reigned throughout 
the alfembly, which was now increafed to 
the greateft number the apartment could 
pollibly contain, infomuch that the play* 
houfe was nearly deferted that night» 
and each individual weighed, in his own 
mind the probable fentence of the im> 
partial judge, which the great majority 
conceived mud be in &vour of the plain* 
tiff, when the former, laying down the 
papers that he had jud read, alked Euge- 
nie if (he had any thing to allege againd 
the proofs they contained of the judnefs 
of her hufband’s claim ? “ I take Hea- 
ven and earth to witnefs,’’ anfwered 
Eugenie, in a refolute voice, “ that the 
whole is a bafe forgery, and that I ant 
not that man’s, or any man’s wife.- As 
to the erroneous defeription of my pea,- 

fon 
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fon in the paiToort, I cannot tell how it 
came there; but that circem fiance in 
itfelf ought to be a prefumpilon in my 
favour : for if I had not been ronfeious 
of my innocence, and of iny full right 
to go wherever I thought proper, 1 
fliould have been more on my guard, 
and not trufted iraplicity to commonr 
precautions, as it is evident I have done 
with regard to the paflport. I muft now 
requeft, fir, that you will hear what 
the perfon has to fay vvith whom I travel, 
and under whofe proteftion I was placed 
by an ambaflador at Paris. 

The fub-prefc£l agreed to liiis pro- 
pofal, and ordered the rr.'JLnger to 
come forward and make his ucpcjfui:.': ; 
but alas ! no melTenger anfwerc 1 or a.;- 
peared. It feems that this diplomat" 
piece of clock-work had calculated the 
exa^k. number of days, hours, and mi- 
ftutes which he was ccmmonlv allowed 
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to fpend on the road between Paris and 
Berlin ; and fearing that Eugenie’s arreft 
might delay him beyond his ufual time, 
he had gone back to the inn, and from 
thence proceeded on his journey, leaving 
the unfortunate filter of Brinboc to get 
out of her troubles as well as flie could. 

This imexpefted defertion was a 
thunderftroke to Eugenie: fhe looked 
around her, and faw nothing bu; ene- 
mies, or pcrfon indill'erent to her fate, 
and flue ftood motionlefs w'ith horror 
and defpair, while another paufe of 
death-like filence took place, during 
which time Chevreville viewed his de- 
voted vitdim w'ith a fort of favage 
delight, and ferocious concnpllcence. — 
At lalt the fub-prefefl, either from 
wearinels or conviftion, told Eugenie 
that the night vyas far advanced thdf 
appearances, from the firfl; oulet,.'were 
by no means in her favour j and that as 

Ihe 
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{he had nothing but a naked aflertioli 
to adduce, againft pofitive proofs of her 
criminality, (he muft immediately return 
to the company and protedion of the 
perfon who claimed her as his wife. — 

Never ! Never !" (hrieked out Eugenie. 

I will die a thoufand deaths, fooner 
than put myfelf in the power of that 
monder. — I will cling to this table till I 
am cut to pieces — but 1 will not (lir from 
hence.” — Then cafting her eyes, drown- 
ed in tears, round the afletnbly. — “ I 
fee women here : — is thera not one who 
will come to the afliftance of a wretched, 
unproteded creature of her own fex ?” 
Pathetick as this appeal was, it might 
juft as well have been addreffed to the 
winds or waves, for any efl'ed that it 
produced on the callous feelings of the 
obdtirate hearers ; and the unfortunate 
Ea^hie feemed to be totally abandoned 
to her cruel fate, when a great nolle was 

heard 
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heard at the door, accompanied by feve- 
ra/ voices vociferating' “ Place au Gene- 
ra/, — Place au General. *” 

It would have appeared, a minute 
before, that the apartment could not 
contain another foul, but the general’s 
aid-du camps and attendants, by the 
help of a few kicks and cuffs which 
they bellowed pretty vigoroufly on all 
the members of the fovereign people 
that flood in their way, foon openid a 
road for tlieir commander, who march- 
ed up to the fub-prefc'cl, and throwing 
himfclf into a chair, alked him what all 
this racket was about, for that he could 
hardly get any fupper at the inn, not- 
withflaiuliug that he was much fatigued 
by his journey from the army of the 
Rhi iie and Mofklle : — feme pcojde,” 
concinued the general, “ (ay tha/you 
have ftopt one of the chdtva/it princefles, 

• Make room for the Gcncrii].** 


while 



14 MEMOIRS OF 

Rthile others affirm that it is the Queen 
of Sardinia in difguife, who was arrelled 
by your orders.*’—** No, no,” anfwered 
the fub*prefe&, **it is only a runaway 
wife, whom we are about to reftore to 
her loving huffiand. Nothing elfe, l af- 
filre you.*’ — ■** Hah,’* exclaimed the 
general, let me fee herj” — he then 
viewed Eugenie, whofe diftrefs had added 
athoufand charms to her native beauty, 
and refumed, “ Ihe is very pretty— very, 
very pretty indeed j but for all that, I 
did not think there was a man In France 
fo filly as- to go in chace of a woman 
who thought proper to elope from him, 
were fhe as handfome as Helen : — (hew 
me this amorous hufbahd.’*— “ That is 
he,** anfwered the fub>prefe£f, “ in the 
white great coat. Handing near the 
der^.”— Fh, Eh! what do 1 fee? furely 
my, eyes, deceive me.— No, *tis he — 
De —.*’—** No, fir,** faid the fub>pre* 

fed. 
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fe£l, “ the man’s name is Chcvrevllie.”— 

“ Aye, aye,” replied the general, “ Chev- 
reville,andSacrceville, and as many more 
names as there are departments in the' 
republic. — Citizen fub-prsfect, this bufi- 
nefs alTumes a very extraoniimry ap- 
pearance j I muft fift the matter tj iDe 
bottom myfelf, and I defire that you v> !;l 
communicate every circuniftance relat- 
ing to the parties, which has fallen 
under your cognizance.” 

The fub-prefeft then entered into a 
circumftantial.detail of every occurrence 
with which the reader is already ac- 
quainted, and concluded his report, by 
affuring the general, that he had done 
nothing but what was exaftly confoi^. 
inable to law. “ Poo, poo” faid the fon 
of Mars, “ a general who has won three 
battles in the fervice of his counfi-y, 
ought to know fomething about a ^oint 
of law ; and my opinion concerning this 
affair is exactly the reverfe of yours.” 

VOL. lit. c ‘f Cer- 
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“ Certainly !” exclaimed theaid-du- 
camps, “ none but generals underftand 
the. laws.” 

He then addreflfed Eugenie, and de- 
iired her to tell him candidly who fhe 
was, and by what chance flie had come 
into this difagreeable predicament.— 

Eugenie, who foon began to revive 
again, and to confider the general in the 
light of a protefting angel, anfwered his 
interrogatories with fo much eafe, fira- 
plicity, and fweetnefs, that he felt doubly 
intereded in her favour, and in his hade 
to ferve her, interrupted her narrative, 
and told the fub prefeft, that he was 
fure the certificate of marriage, and the 
order from the police of Paris, were 
nothing but forgeries ; and that if he 
would immediately fet Eugenie at liberty, 

, Me Qhe general) would take all the re- 
ippnnbillty upon himfelf. 

The fub-prefeft, who, although a 
lawyer by profeflion, had a much greater 

refpefl 
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refpeft for military interpretations of this 
fort, than for all the decrees of law* 
givers, from Juftinian down to Ana- 
charfis Cloots, complied without helita* 
tion, and moreover undertook to corredl 
the little irregularity in Eugenie’s paff- 
port, that file might be no longer fubjeft 
to any let or molellation in the profe- 
cution of her intended journey. 

The general next obfervedtothe fub- 
-prefe£l, that in order to complete their 
good work, it would be neceifary to 
difpofe of M. Chevreville, whom he 
knew to be one of the greateft villains 
in exidence; and having commanded 
filence, he addreifed the mifcreant in 
thefe words : “ Citizen Chevreville, you 
are allowed two hours to make the bed 
of your way out of this diftrid, .after 
which time, if you are caught witKin its 
limits, I will have you bound hasd^nd 
foot, and fent as a confcript to the army, 
c 2 or 
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or (hot without further ceremony, (hould 
you attempt to make any refiftance.’* 
No fooner was this judgment pro- 
nounced, than the hall refounded with 
ihouts of “ Vive le Generali* and demon- 
firations of Joy, for the liberation of the 
joUe demoifellei manifefted by thofe very 
caitiffs, who, a few minutes before, did 
not feem inclined to ftir an inch to fave 
her from perdition } and during this 
momentary tumult, Chevreville con* 
trived to efcape through the crowd, 
curfing the ill-fortune that had blafted 
all his fchemes, even when they feemed 
moft likely to be crowned with fuccefs. 

The reader has doubtkfs anticipated, 
that the flaw in Eugenie’s paflport was 
the joint invention of Chevreville, and 
his ^worthy friend, ihe fecretary in the 
foreign office at Paris but he does not 
kno)^ tha.t this indefatigable villain had 
followed Eugenie’s chaife for two days, 

patiently 
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patiently awaiting the moment of her 
arreft, which was to ferve as a Hgnal 
for beginning the farce that we have 
juft feen him perform in prefence of the 
fub-prefe£l, and the reft of the good 
company. It is alfo neceflary to add, 
for fear of miftakes, that the faid Tub* 
prefeft was by no means privy to Chev- 
reville's abominable plot, and if he bore 
at one time the appearance of an aider 
lind abettor, it was rather from inadvert- 
ency or precipitation, than from any 
malicious defign of his own. — As for 
Eugenie, (he was carried back in triumph 
to the inn, efcorted by the general and 
his followers, who were fo prodigal of 
their attentions, that fhe. began to fear 
Ihe had only efcaped one danger to en- 
counter another j but this fufpicion prov- 
ed to be without any foundation, for her 
military proteftor behaved towarts- Jier 
with the greateft delicacy and decorum, 
c 3 like 
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like a man who ftill retained fome fparks 
of genuine chivalry in his compoGtion ; 
and he left her to the repofe of whick 
ihe Good fo much in need, as foon as he 
had ordered a corporal and two dragoons 
to condud: her in fafety to the borders 
of the PrufGan territory. With this ac« 
count of Eugenie’s providential deliver- 
ance, we {hall terminate this very long 
chapter, and return, for the la(t time, to 
the immediate fcene of aftion^ in which 
her brother was engaged. 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 

Previous to Sir James' M*CorcodaIe*s 
departure from London, he had made two 
requefts to Brinboc ; the firft and moft 
important was,, that fhould Madame de. 
Rofenfelt arrive in England during his 
abfence, the celebration of their mup* 
dais might be delayed until his return, 
which he would accelerate, in order to 
be prefent at the confummation of his 
friend's happinefs : the fecond, that 
Brmboc would go down to Lady Bel- 
mont’s villa near Windfor, according 
to the invitation which they had both 
received, and there offer the Larohet’s 
excufes, for not attending himfelf, ac- 
companied and embelliihed by as many 
c 4 fine 
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fine things, as he might feel inclined 
to fay on fo favourable an occafion. 

With the former of thefe requefts, 
it was not difficult to comply, as long 
as Mad. de Rofenfelt forbore to make 
her appearance, and in regard to the 
latter, it was likely to prove an agree- 
able diverfibn toBrinboc, who had not yet 
formed many acquaintances in London. 

He accordingly went dbwn to Wood- 
bine Lodge, where he was very cordially 
received by Lady Belmont, and the 
fair Celeftina, who profeffcd themfelves 
willing to accept of Sir James’s apology, 
on account of the ambaflador by whom 
it was delivered. 

Here Brinboc fpent four or five days 
very pleafantly, with no other alloy to 
his .enjoyments, than the relledlion 
that his beloved, and the gentle Eugenie 
were, ftill. at a great diftance, though 
fortunately for him, he little imagined 

the 
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the fevere trials which his filler was un- 
dergoing at that very moment. 

During the interval between break- 
fad and dinner, Lady Belmont and her 
daughter were occupied either in pay- 
ing or receiving vifit^, which were al- 
mod innumerable, as the court was 
then at Windfor ; and our hero ufed to 
avail himfelf of thofe opportunities, to 
range in the fored, and admfre the 
beautiful fcenery, which Brd infpired 
the poetic fong of the bard of Twick- 
enham. 

Befides the family, half a dozen 
drangers fat down to dinner every day, 
and feveral others dropping in, in the 
courfe of the evening, afforded fcope 
for indulging in the various pleafures 
of mulic, converfation, or cards, to- 
wards the lad of which amufements her 
Ladylhip entertained a pretty drong pro- 
penfity. 

c 5 


As 



MEMOrRS OP 


34 

As the company was always compofed 
of people of ialhion> and fometimes of 
perfons of cultivated minds, Brinboc 
found the time glide away fo agreeably, 
that he began to look forward to the 
period of departure with fome degree 
of reludance, when an event took place 
which hafliened his return, without 
trading in the leaft to make it the more 
defirable. 

On the lad: day which he pafied at 
Woodbine Lodge, a gentleman came 
down from London, to dine with Lady 
Belmont, and during dinner-time he 
talked of nothing but politics, though 
any other fubje£t might have feemed 
more proper for the occafion, confider> 
ing that the fair fex conftituted the 
grrater part of the perfons at table. But 
after the ladies, according to cuilom, re- 
tired to the drawing room, our orator’s 
eloquence being now freed from all re- 

Araint, 
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(Iraint, becatne more copious and fervid 
than ever, and he profeded himfelf a. 
patriot, in fupport of urhich character, 
he poured forth a bitter phillippic againfl 
his own country, and a fplendid eulo- 
giuin in favour of its enemies. To the 
account of the former, he laid every 
crime and atrocity which had difgraced 
the world for the laft feven years j and 
in regard to the latter, he would not 
admit that they had been guilty of the 
mod venial tranrgreilion againd judice 
or humanity, to which they had not 
been driven by the abominable ambition 
and wickednefs of their adverfaries. 

' Brinboc, who had good reafon to be 
acquainted with at lead one fide of the 
picture, was altonilhed at this new 
fpecies ■ of patriotifm : he knew that it 
was not the patriotifm of ancient Greece 
and Rome ; he believed it not to have 
been the patriotifm of England^ better 
c 6 daysj 
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days i a,nd he was certain that It did not 
agree with the idea which his own mind 
formed of that virtue ; but as he was 
the laft perfon in company who had 
any right to enter the lifts upon this 
fubjeft, he remained in filence, meditat- 
ing on th‘e ftrange and unaccountable 
perverfion of reafon and common fenfe, 
which could alone have given birth to 
this morbid affection, in the intel- 
le£ls of a man, who in other refpefts 
neither fpoke or behaved like a fool or a 
maniac. 

At laft, the politician a'iked Brinboc 
if he was not an Emigrant ? and upon 
the latter anfwering in the affirmative, 
he threw out feveral harlh reflexions 
on the erroneous conduX of that body 
of men, at the commencement of the 
revolution, to which he added fome un- 
generous remarks upon fubfequent 
events, that refpeX for misfortune ought 

to 
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to have made him forbear, whatever 
might have been his private opinion. 

In the mean while, Brinboc fat burn- 
ing upon his chair, fometimes inclined 
to recriminate, and then again reftrained 
by motives of prudence, and by an unwil- 
lingnefs to create a dillurbance in the 
manfion of hofpitality, till one of the 
company perceiving his ill-diffembled 
emotions, endeavoured to give the con- 
verfation another turn, and to palliate 
the afperity of the orator’s, fentiments j 
but he grew rather more furious from 
this kind of oppofition, and at length 
forced the Emigrant to commence an 
oration pro domo fua^ in the courfe of 
which, it is not impoffible that he 
might have let drop fomething intem- 
perate or incorreft, both from the poig- 
nancy of his feelings on the odcafton, 
and from an imperfect mode of convey- 
ing his ideas in Englifh. 


Whether 
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Whether fo or not, the gentlemen 
no fooner got up to return to the room 
in which the ladies were . waiting for 
them, than the irafcible patriot whifper> 
ed Brinboc that he conceived himfelf 
perfonally infulted by what he had faid, 
and expected the fatisfaflion of a gen* 
tleman ; and when the latter remarked, 
that he had not been the agreObr in 
this dilpute, the former replied with a 
Iheer, that if M. le Chevalier did not 
wiih to renew the difeuflion, for the 
benefit of the whole houfe, he would 
exped him the next morning, between 
the hours of fix and feven, at Hyde 
Park Corner, to proceed from thence 
to a place which Oiould be agreed on 
between their feconds. To this hoftile 
declaration Brinboc only obferved, 
that it* was impoflible for him to be pre- 
pared within the time allotted, as he 
mult go to London to feek for his ie- 

cend. 
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cond, and the meeting was accordingly 
deferred, until the fame hour of the fol> 
lowing day. 

The difference of opinion being thus 
rationally terminated for the prefent, 
the difputants joined the company, with 
great cheerfulnefs of look and manner, 
and Brinboc told Lady Belmont that he 
would be under the neceihty of leaving 
her the next morning, as he had fome 
bullnefs which required his attendance 
in town. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

■** BtHOLD me now, (faid Brinboc to 
himfelf, when on his way to London,) 
behold me now on the point of turning 
gladiator or piftolator, and of adding 
one more to the lift of thofe who out of 
a miftaken notion of bravery, or out of 
dread of the animadverfions of perfons 
whom they defpife, refolve to fet the 
laws at defiance, and to outrage huma> 
nity as w'ell as common fedfe. I know 
that out of ten duels, nine at leaft are 
the effefts of pufillaniraity in one or 
both of the parties, who fwagger and 
bully through mere cowardice,* until 

■— - — — — — Tc be funouBt 

Is to be frighted out of fear : and in that mood. 
The Dove will peck the Ollricho 

• Hhake/pcar.^Ant^ ^ Chop. A^Wu 

they 
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they are caught in their own fpringes, 
and forced to fight, whether they will 
or not j and I likewife know that fome 
gentlemen, who alFeAed a great tafte 
for duelling, afterwards proved them- 
felves arrant poltroons, in fituations 
which required true, and not confirain- 
ed courage ; but as the world will h^tve 
it fo, I will do like the red of the world, 
unlefs the world fliould be cured of its 
folly, before feven o’clock to-morrow 
morning.’* 

This admirable foliloquy and the 
journey being both at an end, Brin- 
boT went to enquire for Baron T — i 
in order to communicate to him the 
affair of honour in which he was engag- 
ed, and to folicit his attendance} but 
he found that his Swifs friend wa;s dill 
!n the Ifle of Wight, and the time of 
his return uncertain. He thenwiftred that 
O'Rourke or Sir James M'Corcodale 

had 
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had been in London, but as his wiflies 
could not tranfport the one from Ireland, 
and the other from Scotland, time 
enough for the intended meeting, he 
\Fas fain to proceed forthwith to M. de 
S. Didier’s lodgings, whom he found 
in a very greafy difliabille, bufdy em- 
ployed about fome Iketches for the deco- 
rations of the next new Opera. As foon 
as he opened his buOnefs to the noble 
fcene-painter, the latter began to Ham- 
mer and helitate, and manifeH iigns of 
unealinefs, and after throwing down 
two or three bruflies, and as many pots 
of paint, he commenced an awkward, 
apology, which ended in declining the 
propofed office of fecond. “ What V* 
exclaimed Brinboc, ** are all your pro- 
feffions of friendfhip and attachment 
come to this ? I have informed you of 
the neceffity which urges me to make 
this requeH, and though you cannot 

now. 
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now march with grace or dignity at the 
head of your company, I think you 
might march with me to the place of 
combat, if you are not the firft foldier 
who ever refufed a call of this fort.'* 

“ Nay,’* returned the Gafcon, “ be 
not fo violent ; it is true that I have re« 
nounced all my military purfuits, as I 
told you before, but I would xefume 
them again for the fake of a friend, 
were there not a much more formida* 
ble obftacle in the way at prefent. — Mrs. 
Griikin, — can*t you guefs ?*’ “ Not for 
my life and foul,” anfwered Brinbbc, 
** I cannot guefs what Mrs. Griikin has 
to do in this affair. I do not want 
Mrs. Griikin to drefs my dinner, which 
/is the only occupation I could pollibly 
find out for her.** 

**Fye, fye !*’ refumed S. Didicr, “ when 
you are better acquainted with, that 
amiable creature, you will think other* 

wifej 
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wife; but unfortunately Mrs. Grilkin 
happens to be what they call a Metho- 
dic in this country, a fort of animal, 
of which we have no notion in France, 
becaufe we are not apt to be methodi- 
cal in any thing ; now I have heard her 
affert a hundred times, that it is contra- 
ry to the infpiration of the new light, 
ever to combat, except with Satan, and 
that all carnal weapons of a warlike na- 
ture, are the works of darknefs ; fo that 
by only a£ling as an auxiliary in this 
bufinefs, I Ihould fend rnywhole fcheme 
of matrimonial happinefs to the devil 
at one blow.” “ Very well, Sir,*’ repli- 
ed Brinboc, putting on his ^t, ** I fee 
how it is, but your futile excufes lhall 
not exempt you from the punilhment 
which I think you deferve, for your 
felBfli behaviour. I will go direftly to 
the Orange Coffee-houfe in the Hay- 
Marker, and there, in the prefence of 

all 
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all the Opera-dancers and fingers aflem- 
bled over their barley-coffee, and 
anifecd- brandy, I jvill make known, 
that your real name is Cefar Plaftrog- 
nac, of the Plaftrognacs of Blaye, in 
Gafcony, and that you go by the affum- 
ed name of S. Didier, becaufe you con- 
ceive that your patronymick appellatior 
would be difgraced, by your affociating 
with fuch a rabble ; and after this de- 
nunciation to the operatical convention, 
J would not be in your Ikin for all the 
money you will ever make by fcene 
painting.” 

This menace, which, as the reader will 
eafily imagine, had nothing ferious in it, 
except the contempt with which it was 
delivered, produced a wonderful effect 
upon M. de S. Didier; a ghafily pale- 
nefs overfpread his lengthened vifage, 
he Ihook again with fear and difmay, 
and he only retained prefence’ of 'mind 

enough 
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enough to run to the door, and prevent 
Brinboc’s departure. Here the terrified 
Cefar remained for fome time, without 
powers of utterance, until he fummoned 
refolution ArfHcient to entreat Brinboc 
not to expofe him to ruin, and not to dif* 
honour his family, a petition which he 
enforced by the moft fuppliant geftures, 
and looks of dejection, reminding our 
hero alfo of their early acquaintance 
and former intimacy. 

To thefe fupplications Brinboc ferul- 
ed to pay very little attention, as" he 
had taken up a pencil, with which he 
was improving or rather effacing fome 
of the painter’s (ketches, when the latter 
fuddenly quitted his pod at the door, 
and (lapping his forehead, cried out, 
** I, have it, my dear friend, a lucky < 
thought has jud druck me, do you 
know oqr countryman the Vicomte de 
Lapipie? ” “ No,” anfwered Brinboc, 

That 
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That does not fignify,” returned 
S. Didier, “he is the man for your 
pOrpofe, as brave a fellow as ever lived, 
my molt particular friend, and I will 
introduce you to him immediately.” 

Brinboc did not relilh the propofal 
very much, but as he faw that he had no 
other alternative, he agreed to the pro- 
polition, and S. Didier, in confequence, 
began to make preparations for drelling, 
as he called it, which confilted of 
fluffing his hair with powder, and put- 
ting on a long military furtout. Before 
he had quite accoutred himfelf, how- 
ever, a coarfe female voice fummojning 
him to dinner, was heard from the bot- 
tom of the flairs, to which the Gafcon 
returned for anfwer, that he would not 
dine at home, for that he was engaged 
to dine with a Mylor. 

Pray,” faid Brinboc, “ may .1 afk 
the name of the noble Lerd who is to 

be 
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be favoured with your company to 
dinner.” 

“ 1 will dine with you,” replied the 
other brilkly ; “ you are the fon of 
Baron Brinboc, and I do not fee why 
you Ihould not be ftyled Mylor, as well 
as any Englifii nobleman j befides,” con- 
tinued he, “ it is always right to give 
oncfelf an appearance of importance, 
even with Metliodifts ; k ion mpofiini 
is of great ufe to us on many occa- 
fions.” 

After Brinboc had laughed heartily at ’ 
the eafe with which this genius tranflated 
titles of honour, and the facility with 
which he invited hiinfelf to dine with his 
friends, they both Tallied forth in quell 
of M. de Lapipee, whom they found 
at his lodgings, in one of the ftreets 
leading from Leicefler Square. 

The Vifeount was a genteel looking 
man,' of about forty years of age, of 

pleafing 
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pleating manners and addrefs, who, no 
fooner heard of the motives of this vitit,_ 
than he agreed with becoming cordiality 
to perform the fervice which was re- 
quired of him by his friend M. . de 
S. Didier. 

The hiftory of the quarrel, ^rew forth 
from him fome fevere ftri^ures on the 
charafter of the people with whom they 
were living, until he was (lopped in his 
progrefs by Brinboc, who faid that a 
tingle inftance of incivility Ihould never 
prejudice his mind fo far, as to obliterate 
from thence* the tecolleftion of the 
kindnefs and attention which he had 
uniformly experienced, tince his arrival 
in England, with this foie exception. 

M. de Lapipde expreifed a great refpeft 
for the judgment and impartiality of 
le Chevalier t and added, that no doubt 
the character of the Englifh nation, like 
that of all others, was made up of virtues 
YuL. 111. o and 
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and vices : he alfo alked Brinboc if he 
was provided with duelling piftols ? and 
upon the latter’s anfwering in the nega> 
tive, and liketvife remarking that he had 
forgotten to afcertain if thofe were the 
weapons to be employed in the combat, 
M- le Vicomte promifed to have his own 
prepared in the morning, and by way of 
precaution to bring at the fame time a 
Toledo, which he obferved, with a fmile, 
had been tried and found good on feve- 
Tal occafions.— -Here they were inter- 
rupted by S. Didier, who, begged leave 
to remind them, that the hour of dining 
could be at no great diftance, and they 
adjourned immediately to the Prince of 
Wales’s coffee-houfe, in Lifle-ftreet, 
where they fpent the reft of the after- 
noon with great hilarity, for which they 
were not a little indebted to the fprightly 
rallies of the Gafeon, whofe fpirits always 
rofe in regular proportion to the number 

of 
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of diflies on the table. When the bill 
vras brought in, Brinboc infilled upon 
defraying the expence of the repafl, a 
propofition which met with but feeble 
oppofition from the Vifcount, and none 
at all from the felf-invited S. Didier.— 
It was then determined that M. de 
Lapipee Ihould call the next morning at 
fix o’clock, in a hackney coach, with 
his portable arfenal, at Brinboc’s lodg- 
ings', from whence they would proceed 
to the appointed place of meeting, and 
this point fettled, the noble fcene painter 
boldly foretold fuccefs to his friend, 
i'nafmuch as he was engaged in a juft 
caufe. To this induction, our hero 
knew very well, that he might have 
anfwered in the language of the fchools, 
Ncgo confequentiam-, but as the matter 
was not worth an argument, he took his 
leave, and went home to fettle fome 
private afiairs. 

o % 
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As foon as his back was turned, the 
Vifcount defired S. Didier to give hint 
fotne particulars about his friend, and 
the Gafcon being a man who dealt 
largely in a figure of rhetoric called 
amplification, from the circumftance 
of having been born under the fign 
Sagittarius, and being confequently 
much addiQed to draw the long bow, he 
launched into a moft exaggerated ftate- 
ment of Brinboc’s fortune iri France, 
great part of which, he hinted, was ftill 
preferved to him ; from thence he went 
on'to defcribe his connexions in Eng- 
land, as exifiing folely among dukes and 
knights of the garter j and he con- 
cluded his harangue, by exprefling his 
thorough conviXion that Brinboc’s fitu- 
ation, though very eafy at prefent, 
would foon be improved to fomething 
great and magnificent, either by marriage 
with an heirefs, or fome other unforefeen 

ftroke 
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flroke of fortune. Not a particle of 
this difcourfe wa$ loft upon the attentive 
Lapip^Cj who thanked S.DIdier for intro* 
ducing him to fo defirable an acquaint* 
ance, and they parted, both highly Tatis* 
lied with the conclufton of their day’s 
adventures, though each had difterent 
reafons for the plcafures which he ex- 
perienced. 

In the mean while, Brinboc returned 
to his lodgings, where he found the 
trnfty Fiilgencc impatiently waiting for 
his arrival, and whom he furprized not 
a little, by deftring him to have coffee 
ready at five the next morning, which 
was earlier by five hours than his ufual 
time of ■ breakfafting. — He then made 
fome teftamentary difpofitions, like a 
man who was refolved to be prepared 
cigainft the worft j and he next wrote 
two letters one for Madame de Rofen* 
felt, and the other to Eugenie^ both of 
D 3 which 
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which were replete with fentiments ap- 
propriate to the occafion» but on whofe 
.contents we fhall forbear to touch, for 
this reafon, that they were never forward- 
ed to thofe perfons, for whom they were 
intended, had it been the fate of the 
writer to fall in Tingle cotnbat. 
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CHAP. L. 

Just as the clock ftruck fix, M. de 
Lapipce made his appearance, and Brin- 
hoc, after complimenting him noon his 

Ui i.UUCC.— X1115 UJfe vaiwv 

performed fo aukwardly, that the beve- 
rage deftined for the Vifcount's mouth, 
was poured into one of his boots, and 
while Brinboc was apologizing for his 
fervant’s want of care, he obferved that 
the latter betrayed evident marks of 
Itrong agitation. The faff was, that the 
circumllance of a vifit at fo unufual an 
hour, combined with the warlike fymp- 
toms of the pifiols and rapier, left no 
doubt upon Fulgence’s mind about what 
was going to take place, and embolden- 
n 4 ed 
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ed by anxiety for his mafter’s fafety, this 
faithful dotnedic entreated, in the niofl: 
earned though fubmifiive manner, that 
he might be allowed to follow him to 
the field. There being no very cogent 
reafon why his petition fliould not be 
granted, Fulgence was permitted to 

i^iuiuuu ctiiu viicuuiAi, . 

Corner, where they had not wafted 
many minutes, when they were joined 
by the other combatant, his fecond, and 
a medical gentleman. From thence the 
two carriages drove to a retired part of 
Wimbledon common, where the ground 
■ was meafured, piftols loaded, and lots 
cad for the firft fire, which fortune de- 
cided in favour of Brinboc*s antagonift. 
He accordingly availed himfelf of his 
privilege, to which the former made no 
other return, than that of firing his 
piftol in the air. — A more temperate 

adver- 
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adverfary would have been fatished with 
this mark of moderation ; but as mode- 
ration was not the politician’s favourite 
virtue, he aimed again at Brinboc, with 
no better fuccefs than before, while the 
latter difcharging his pillol in the fame 
direflion that he had done the firft time, 
brought down an unfortunate fparrow, 
which happened to be winging its flight 
over their heads at that unlucky moment. 
This was the only blood fpilt upon the 
occafion, for the feconds now interfered 
and put an end to the combat, by 
declarin;; that all had been done 
which the moH pund:iiious ideas of 
honour could exa£l, and fome civil 
things were faid to our hero, on the 
dignified compofure with which he flood 
to be fliot at ; after which, the parties 
returned to their refpeftive homes, to 
the great fatisfa£tion of honed Fulgence, 
whofe prefent joy was equal to his for- 
mer grief and anxiety. 

» 5 
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The Vlfcount de Lapip^e, whofe at- 
tentions to Brinboc were redoubled in 
confequence of S. Didier’s favourable 
report, infilled upon his dining with him 
in return for his entertainment, and in 
the evening he introduced him to a 
party of French ladies and gentlemen, 
where they fpent their time very agree- 
ably. 

Thefe meetings were often repeated, 
and Brinboc, pleafed with the open 
manners and cheatful difpofition of 
Lapipee, began to think that every thing 
was for the bell, fince the Gafcon’s 
ridiculous fears of offending the elegant 
and moral Mrs. Grilkin had been the 
caufe of his becoming acquainted with a 
man, who not only proved to be a de- 
firable companion himfelf, but who alfo 
procured him a cheap amufement, 
which .ferved to fill up the idle hours 
that would otherwife have hung heavy 
on his hands, during the abfence of Sir 

James 
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James M'Corcodale. Whether this 
fyftem of optimifm was well founded or 
not, the reader will be able to judge 
hereafter. It happened one day, towards 
the clofe of fummer, that M. le Vicomte 
propofed to introduce Brinboc to two 
female relations of his own, who were 
lately returned from the country, and 
who would be very happy to fee M. U 
Chcva'ier, The latter a'^reed without 
hefitation to this propofal, and they 
found the ladies rather cut of fpirits, 
complaining of the heat of the weather 
and of the ennui which they experienced 
in confequcnce of being left alone by 
their hufbands, who had taken it into 
their heads to go to Vauxhall without 
them. Lapipee fuggefted that it would 
be a good joke in them to go there alfo, 
and furprife their truant fpoufcs ; and the 
ladies not deeming it any impropriety 
to put thcmfelves under the proteftion of 
u 6 their 
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their kinfman, retired for a few minutes 
to make fome additions to their drefs, 
after which they all four got iiito a 
coach, and proceeded to the gardens. 
Here they had not been long, before 
they were joined by the Benedifts, and 
two or three other gentlemen, the for- 
mer of whom profeffed to be very 
agreeably furprifcd by the unexpected 
appearance of the ladies and their con- 
ductors. After they had walked aboot 
for a couple of hours, fymptoms both 
of fatigue and hunger began to manifelb 
themfelves in the patty, and M. de 
Lapipee obfcrved, with a laugh, that as 
the extravagant prices of a Vauxhall fup- 
per did not exaClly fquare with the 
moderate finances of emigrants, he would 
take the liberty of inviting them to his 
lodgings, provided they could put up 
jvith fuch fare as might be procured at 
that late hour. To fo polite and well- 

timed 
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timed an offer no objeftion could pofllbly 
be made, and they returned to the Vif- 
iount’s apartments, from whence a 
melfenger was immediately difpatched to 
a neighbouring coffee-houfe to get cold 
meat, fallad, and the materials for mak- 
ing punch ; for as to wine, the giver of 
the feaft declared, that it was againft all 
the rules of economy to indulge in fuch 
an expenfive article, a fentiment that was 
highly approved of, at leaft in words, by 
the reft of the affembly. 

As foon as the repaft was laid out, the 
company fat down, and foon proved, by 
their unwearied exertions, that the air 
of Vauxhall was an excellent (harpner of 
appetite, and in default of the ftores of 
Clhampagne and Burgundy, which they 
all declared they had left their cellars 
filled with in France, they fwallowed 
copious potations of punch, jvbich ferv- 
• ’ • • • a and 

to 
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to raife their fpirits. Indeed, Coraus and 
his merry train feemed to prefide at this 
nodlurnal feaft, and to infpire the par> 
takers of it with uncommon gaiety : one 
of them fung feveral fongs, or Cbanfons 
a boire of his own compofition, which if 
they did not poflefs much mufical merit, 
were of the true Bachanalian fort; 
another was remarkable for telling 
flories with a great deal of point and 
humour, and a third entertained the 
hearers with an account of the exploits 
which he performed, when he was an 
officer in the American war. In ffiort, 
jeft fucceeded to jeft, and repartees 
followed each other with aftonifliing 
rapidity ; and as the ladies took a dif- 
tinguilhed part in thefe fallies, which 
were more remarkable for ingenuity of 
allufioD, than for refinement or delicacy 
of fentiment, Brinboc eafily perceived 
that he had fallen in with what would 

have 
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have been termed, in his own country, 
a partic canaille: but though he had 
enough of the Alcibiades in his compo* 
lition, to be able to accomodate himfelf 
to any fociety for a fhort time, ftill he 
took care not to make any return to the 
forward advances of the younger and 
handfomer of the two princefles, who 
clearly evinced, by her behaviour, that 
lire had not chofen the immaculate 
Lucretia for the model of her conduff. 

At lad one of the company darted up, 
and adeding to be furprifed at the late* 
nefs of the hour, begged permiHion to 
retire, as he was under the necellity of 
fetting off, at five o’clock in the morning, 
for Southampton, to bid adieu to fome 
friends who were about to fall on an 
expedition for the coad of France, which, 
confiderlngthe fagacious heads by whom 
it was planned, would, no doubt, be 

fUccefs. 
M. de 
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M. de Lapipce argued for fome time 
againd this threatened defertion, found- 
ing his oppofition on the principle, that 
fociety in general holds together like an 
arch, of which if any part give way, the 
reft is fore to follow ; and he propofed, 
as a frolic, that inftcad of running the 
lilk of breaking up fuch an agreeable 
and convivial -meeting, they (houlj all 
keep together until it wjs time for the 
Southampton gentleman to take his de- 
parture. 

This motion was carried by general ac- 
clamation, though Brinboc would willing- 
ly have given it his negative, in order to 
get aw'ay from the party, of which he was 
now beginning to be heartily tired ; but 
as he forefaw that his feceffion would 
be powerfully objefted to, he filently ac- 
quiefced with the defires of the majority. 
The ladies, however, obferved, that they 
could not be expe&ed to fit up drinking 
9 all 
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all night, and they afked their hod if he 
had any obje£lion to a game of cards, 
as the bed manner of fpending the red 
of the time ; to which requed Lapipee 
anfwered, that he would be happy to 
procure them this amufement, provided 
there were any cards in the houfe, a 
circumdance which he was rather in- 
not being much of a 
who was probably a provident lad, foon 
produced two new packs, which proof 
of diligence was rewarded by the praifes 
of all prefent, one of whom promifed to 
make him his groom-porter, as foon as he 
was redored to his eftates in Normandy. 
—This fally was the forerunner of num- 
berlefs others, and ere long the card- 
table was enlivened by as many witticifms 
and as much laughter, as the fupper- table 
had been before in the preceding part of 
the entertainment. 

We 
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W e cannot exaclly fpecify the game 
that was played, nor the Hakes which 
were laid down; but our documen'^^s 
inform us, that after the (lock of punch 
was expended, M. de Lapipee prefcnted 
his guefls with a CafK of Martinique 
liqueur^ which he vouched to be the 
genuine produdion of Madame Enfou’s 
celebrated manufadovy, and that of this 
delicious beveratfe ’ 

Concerning the events which really 
took place at the Vicofnids^ fubfetiuently 
the diftribution of his Circean cup, 
we cannot fpeak with certainty, as we 
had not the honour of being perfonally 
acquainted with any of the company, 
except the hero of thefe memoirs, and 
his worthy hoft, whofe depofition we 
lhall have occafion to give hereafter; 
and as for the former, his fenfes were fo 
completely overpowered, that he was 
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only reftored to his recolIeSion after a 
lapfe of feveral hours, when he found 
hjmfelf, to his great aftoniiliment, in his 
own bed, fupported in the arms of 
Fulgence, and endeavouring, with the 
moft excruciating pains, to relieve his 
ftomach from the remains of the dele- 
terious potions, with which it had beea 
charged the preceding evening. 
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Amidst the pangs of a raging hcad- 
ach, Brinboc deOred his fervant to tell 
him tvhen and in what manner he had 
been brought home in fo deplorable a 
fituation. 

tip was 

conveyed home in a hackney-coach, 
about three in the morning, under the 
care of a gentleman whom iie had never 
fecn before, and who departed,- as foon 
as he had delivered up the fenfelefs 
load with which he was entrufted, and- 
that it was not without the.greateft diffi- 
culty that he had fucceeded in ftripping 
his mafter and putting him to bed, for 
that he feemed rather to be in a lethargy, 
than in a of intoxication. 


From 
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From the evidence of this narrative, 
Combined with feveral circumftances 
which had efcaped his particular atten- 
tion during the jovial feftivity of the 
lad niglit’s entertainment, but which 
now appeared to him in a very fufpicious 
point of view, he concluded tijat the 
whole affair favoured pretty ftrongly of 
a predetermined trick, which could have 
no other objeft than that of riduing him 
of his loofe calh. He then examined 
his pockets, and their impoverilhed date 
convinced him that his furmifes were 
not ill founded, though he could not 
help admiring at the fame time the 
lharpnefs of the fportfmen, who had 
taken fo much trouble to hunt down fo 
little game, for he had gone to Vaux- 
hall with only four or five guineas in 
his purfe. 

The arrival, however, of one of the 
gentlemen, foon enabled him to edrred 

thii 
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this error of calculation, and to make 
him appreciate his Ioffes, by a very 
different kind of ratio ; for this excellent 
boon-companion prefented him with a 
promiffory note, by which he had 
bound himfelf to pay the bearer the 
fumof 347I. for value received. 

Erinboc at firfl:, either believed, or 
endeavoured to perfuade himfelf, that 
this contrivance was merely a joke, fet 
on foot by Lapipce, or perhaps by the 
ladies, to continue as it were, the mer- 
riment of the preceding evening; but 
the other, whom he recollefled to be 
the facetious ftory-teller, affured him 
with great ferioufnefs, that there was 
no joke at all in the matter, and that 
he expedted to receive the money, 
every farthing of which, he would have 
paid without a moment*s hefitation, had 
fortune .been as much againlt him, as 
Ihe had chanced to operate in his favour. 

7 Although 
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Although our hero could not fo eafily 
perceive how fortune had operated againft 
him, as he could underftand the kind of 
farcafin that was couched under thefe 
words, yet he only replied by telling 
M. Malavita, (for by that name his 
vifitor had been announced,) that he 
muft decline paying, at leafi: for the pre« 
fenr, a debt which he did not remember 
ever to have incurred, and that he mull: 
aUo difavow the obligation of a promife 
which, if really his deed, was obtained 
from him under circumftances that ren- 
dered it completely null and void. 

M. Malavita did not pretend to make 
any fet off againft this demurrer, but 
putting the bond into his pocket, he left 
the houfe, muttering fomething about 
•.'ant of honour and bad faith, words, 
which luckily for himfelf, were over- 
heard by no one, except Fulgence, who 
was a good watch, but no repeater. 


In 
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In the courfe of a couple of hours, 
M. de Lapipee called upon Btinboc, 
and as the latter had difcovered vrith- 
out any great effort of penetration, that 
the whole tranfaflion was neither more 
nor lefs than a preconcerted plan to 
fwindle him out of a fum of money, he 
received the Vicomte rather cooly, who 
on his part did not ieem in the lead: dif« 
concerted by this tacit rebuke ; on the 
contrary,' he condoled with Brinboc 
on his run of ill luck, as he termed it, 
and affured him that he was very forry 
it fhould have happened in his houfo, 
** but,” continued Lapipde, “you feem- 
ed lad night to be pofTeffed by the 
demon of play; I endeavoured feveral 
times to flop you in your unfortunate 
career, but inftead of following my 
friendly advice, you only treated my 
remondrances with contempt, and you 
even made ufe of fome exprclHons fo 

hard). 
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harfh, that I was obliged to defiH; in 
my own defence: I cannot conceive 
either, how you managed to be fo over* 
taken with liquor, as every body elfe 
retired perfeAly fober.** 

This lad declaration, was rather a 
flip for a man of M. de Lapipee’s experi- 
ence; but Brinboc did not think it 
worth his while to advert to the lapfus 
UngiMy and he only alked the Vicomtc 
if he really thought that he was obliged 
to pay the promiflbry note ? “ Unquef- 

tionably,” anfwered Lapipee, '*it is a 
debt of honour, and we can all bear 
witnefs that you loft the money fairly : 
M. Malavita is a man of unblemifhed 
character, but then he is a Corfican, 
and like many of his countrymen, when 
once irritated, rather indifferent as to 
the means he may employ, to obtain 
fatisfaftion : he may probably, in the 
firft inftance, make this affair public, 
VOL. 111. s to 
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to the great difparagement of your re- 
putation, and then perhaps feek for 
legal redrefs, a blow that you will not 
be able to parry, as the note is pafled for 
value received, which is the ufual for- 
mulary pradifed on fuch occalions.” 

“ But fuppofe,” replied Brinboc, 
** that I fliould not be mafter of the 
money demanded by M. Malavita, or 
indeed of quarter the fum, what is to 
be done in that cafe ? 

I confefs,” returned Lapipce, with 
the utmoft compofure, “ that I do not 
fee the difficulty ; your connexions in 
London, are of the very beft kind ; the 
Mylords An^lois^ are extremely generous, 
and I do not imagine that there is one 
of them who would not be happy to ad- 
vance you fuch a trifie as 347I. payable 
within a certain time after you are reftor- 
ed to your property in France.” 

The exceffive impudence of this pro- 

polal 
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pofal had nearly exhauftcd Brinboc’s 
remaining ftock o£ patience, and it was 
with the greatefl: difficulty that he could 
bring himfelf to refrain from kicking 
the Vicomte down ftairs ; however, he 
maftered his choler Efficiently to redrift 
himfelf to words alone, and he now» 
without any ceremony, revealed his 
mind to M. de I^apipee, that is, he told 
him that he and his alTociates were a 
pack of rafcals, who wanted to pick his 
pocket, and that he would fee them all 
at the d— <ind himfelf in -a prifon, be> 
fore he would become the dupe of fuch 
an infamous confpiracy. 

The Vicomte perceiving that nothing 
was to be had by fair means, wanted to 
try what he might effeft by threats and 
menaces, and to this end began to bluf- 
ter and make a noife ; but Brinboc foon 
put a ftop to his impertinence, by poinN 
ing to the window, and affuring him, 
X 2 that 
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that if he did not inftantly decamp, he 
(honid be fent out of the houTe in a 
manner more expeditious than agree-’ 
able to his feelings. This hint was not 
thrown away upon Lapipee, who imme- 
diately made his efcape as pale as death, 
and foaming with rage ; and happening 
to meet with Fulgence on the (lairs, 
he defired him to tell his mafter, that 
he (hould feel the weight of the laws, 
iince he was infenfible to the dictates of 
honour; fo true is it, that the mod 
facred words are oftened found in the 
mouths of the greated villains. 

Brinboc now felt his head-ach and 
general indifpodtion fo much increafed 
by his altercation with this fcoundrel, 
that he was obliged to get into bed 
again, from whence he did not rife, 
until the following morning; and we 
will leave him to his meditations on the 
wiles of (harpers, and the folly of thofe 

who 
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who allow themfelves to be entrapped 
by their impoftures ^ while we will en- 
deavour to fill up the hiatus with a fhort 
account of the author of his prefent 
misfortune. 

This was not S. Didier, aliat Plaftrog- 
naC) as he bad falfely furmifed, for 
though the Gafcon had been the meins 
of making him acquainted with Lapipce, 
the real proje£lor and principal aftor in 
the plot to plunder Brinboc, yet was he 
entirely ignorant of the former^s iniquU 
tous dedgnS) for he was conddered by 
the whole party as one too filly and lo- 
quacious, to be intruded with any fe- 
crets of imporfance. 

To M. de Lapipee then, who had 
adumed the title of Vicomte to which 
he had as good a right as to that of 
Grand Lama of Thibet, mud be afcrib- 
ed the entire honour of this noble effort 
of imagination and third for arduous en- 
s 3 terprife. 
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terprile. lie was the fon of a tipflalF^ 
who dwelt near the Palais Royal, at 
Paris, and whether he was born a rogue, 
or only fired to emulation by the recital 
of the exploits which he daily heard 
from his fiither, in the moments of 
kifure Helen from his profeflional du- 
ties ; certain it is, that at the age of 
fifteen, he committed a crime, which 
would have confined him to the gallies 
for life, had not the judges, in com- 
paflion towards his youth, commuted 
the punilhment to two years’ imprifon- 
ment in the houfe of correftion, from 
whence he came out a more fjnilhed 
villain than he was before. He foon 
after commenced Knight of the Pofl, 
and it would be an endlefs labour to re- 
capitulate the various adventures in 
which be was engaged for a feries of 
years, and -which procured him thj ac- 
quaintance of almoft every gaoler in 

France, 
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France, until he was committed to the 
Baftille for a forgery on the Caijfe 
d'e/compiCy and he only obtained his 
freedom on the 14th of July, 1789* 
In gratitude to his liberators, IM. de 
Lapip6e became one of their moft ftre- 
nuous partizans, and was in the high 
road to honours and preferment, when 
his unfortunate bias to confound the dif- 
tindions of mum et tuum, involved him 
in a difagreeable piece of bufmefs, to 
extricate himfelf from which, no other 
refource remained, but to fly the 
country. 

As foon as he got fafe upon foreign 
territory, he created himfelf a Vicomtey 
decorated his bread with a red ribband, 
railed at democrats and demagogues, 
and pretended to have lod about fifty 
thoufand livres a- year by the revolution. 

This kind of language, and the airs 
of importance which he aflumed, en- 
B 4 abled 
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abled him to impofe on credulous and 
unthinking people; and he performed 
many brilliant ilrokes of legerdemain, 
at Spa, Aix-la-Chapelle, Coblentz, and 
feveral other places, without any greater 
inconvenience to himfelf, than being at 
times obliged to make a precipitate re- 
treat from thofe places and perfons, 
whom he had honoured with his com- 
pany. 

Happening to be at Frankfort during 
the Emperor’s coronation, M. de Lapi- 
pee met with a fingular adventure, for 
he played his part with fuch unequalled 
perfe^ion, that he a^ually deceived 
fome gentlemen of the fame profeilion, 
who t'bok him to be the charafter he 
perlbnated, and they formed a fcheme 
to lay him under contribution, fo that 
he was caught in his own trap, and drip- 
ped in one night, of the fruits of many 
months’ laborious indudry. 


This 
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This check chagrined our adventur- 
er not a little, and determined him to 
look out fur a country vrhere he would 
be lead likely to catch a Tartar a fecond 
time, in confequence of which refolu- 
tion, he fleered his courfe towards 
England. Here, by dint of alTurance, and 
by often repeating the names of people 
of confequence, to whom he had never 
fpoken, except at the gaming table, 
the only place where the doftrine of 
equality is properly underflood ; M. de 
Lapipee ccHitrived, hrfl to inflauate 
liimfelf into the good opinion of fome 
Emigrants of diflinflion, who were n(A 
fufEciently on their guard againfl his 
impoflures, and fecondly to be intro- 
duced to perfons in official fit nations, 
as a man who might be of great ufe in 
carrying on a correfpondence with the 
malcontents in the weflern provinces of 
France. 

* 5 
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The better to abufe the credulity of 
his employers, he abfolutely forged 
letters fromfeveral of the Chouan chiefs, - 
which letters he made anfwer the pur^ 
pofe of fo many bills of exchange, 
drawn in his favour, and the emolu- 
ments that he picked up in this new 
branch of bufinefs, amply indemnified 
him for the lofs he had fuflained at 
Frankfort, as the reader will eafily con- 
ceive, when he is told that M. de La- 
pipee had once the modefly to rate his 
travelling expences from Portfmouth to 
London, on public ferviccy at *501. 

This was carrying the joke a little too 
£ir, and the War Office refufed to 
audit his account, which made him a& 
with more circumfpeflion for the future. 
But there are events which will force 
conviction, even upon minds the leaft 
difpofed to. receive it, and it was dirco.> 
vered at laft, that all Lapipce’s mighty 

promifes 
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promifes ended in nothing, and he was 
told that his fervices were no longer 
aequifite. Perfeftly fatished with the 
•eafy manner in which he got out of this 
Icrape, but unwilling or unable to con-- 
tinue idle, he foon refumed his former 
avocation, and became the chief of a 
party of lliarpers, moftly compofed of 
foreigners, who held their nocturnal 
alTemblies in the vicinity of Leicefter 
fquare. 

About this time, he became acquaint- 
ed with Brinboc, in the way that we 
have already related, and being deceiv- 
ed in his turn by the exaggerated ac- 
count which he received from S. Didier, 
concerning the former’s fortune andcon- 
nexions, he immediately marked him out 
as a proper fubjed for fpoliation. 

But the main difKculty, was to deter- 
mine on the place which (hould be made 
the fcene of facrifice : for Lapipce, who 
£ 6 was- 
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was gifted by nature with all the pene> 
tration which his calling required, 
quickly perceived that Brinboc had no 
itch for gaming, and that to condu6b 
him to a common gambling houfe, 
would be only to expofe his own charac* 
ter, without deriving any advantage 
from the difclofure ; he therefore fum> 
moned a meeting of his privy council, 
to deliberate on the mod fuitable means 
for carrying his projeft into execution. 

In this Pandemonium, every thing 
W'as difcufled with becoming gravity, 
and the refult of their feveral opinions, 
was afterwards put in pradice by the 
expedition to Vauxhall, the fupper, 
the libations of punch, the innocent 
game at cards, and to fecure all, 
Madame Enfou's Crime de Noyaux was 
made the vehicle of a foporihe potion, 
which effe^lually benumbed the fenfes 
of the unfortunate Brinboc, and in 

this 
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this ftate of infenfibllity rather than of 
inebriation, his hand was . made to fign 
'the bond for a debt which he never 
contracted. 

From this faithful narrative, the reader 
will b^ able to judge that S. Didier had 
nothing »to do with the plans of the 
fwindlers, but he may alfo learn, that 
the company of fools is almolt as much 
productive of mifchief as that of knaves ; 
for if the illudrious fcene-painter had 
not appertained to the former numer- 
ous clafs of citizens, he would never 
have allowed his early friend and fchooU 
fellow to be obliged to recur to a man, 
with whofe character he was totally 
unacquainted, and that out of ridiculous 
fubmillion to the whims of an abfuri 


woman. 
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CHAP. Lir. 

Brin HOC was now too well apprifed 
of the fort of people with whom he had 
to deal, not to forefee that they would 
try every method of diftrcffing him, and 
in order to defeat their endeavours as 
much as lay in his power, and to comply 
at the fame time with the dilates of hit 
own confcience, he fent Fulgence to dif. 
charge fome finall bills which he owed 
to Sir James M‘Corcodale’s tradefmen. 

Fulgence returned with their receipts 
in his pocket, but brought back nothing 
elfe, for he had expended every (hilling 
in the payment of his mailer’s debts ; 
and then Brinboc recolle£led that he 
had ftill a- demand upon him for the 
rent of his lodgings, to fatisfy which, 

there 
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rhere was no alternative left, but to 
pawn the few articles of value which he 
haJ brought with him from France, 
befides a miniature portrait of Blad. de 
Rofenfelt fet in brilliants, that he had 
received from her fair hands, when 
about to depart from Berlin. To relin- 
quiOi this pledge of affedion, was a 
lievere trial, but as love is always ingeni- 
ous in fuggefting expedients of every 
kind, he feparated the truly precious 
part of the article, from that which the 
vulgar would conlider as more valuable, 
referving the former for his chief com- 
fort under his prefent misfortunes, and 
fending the latter to the pawn-brokers ; 
that is to fay, he kept the pidure, and 
uifpofed of the jewels which once fur- 
rounded it, confidering very jullly, that 
the copy, like the original, did not re- 
quire the aid or fplendour of adventitious 
ornaments, to render it ineftimable. 

What 
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What hurried on Brinboc to the per- 
formance of thefe facrifices, was a note 
fent him by M. Maiavita, in which the iii- 
folent Corfican offered to compromifelhe 
matter for 200I. paid down immediately, 
and threatening in the event of a refufal 
to have recourfe to the fevereft meafures 
which the laws would authorife. Brinboc 
treated this propofal with the contempt it 
deferved, and prepared himfelf for the 
word that might happen. His fituation 
was pretty nearly fimilarto that in which 
the poet makes his hero ejxclaim : 

** Now, thank Heaven, I am not worth a ducat !” 

fentiments that found very harmoniouily 
in heroics, but which lofeRll their beau- 
ty the moment they are to be experien- 
ced without figure or metaphor ; and to 
complete the whole, Brinboc received 
that fame day a letter from Mad. de 
Rofenfelt, announcing to him the ar- 
rival of Eugenie at Berlin, and expref- 

fiOiK 
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fing their joint hopes that they might be 
able to meet him in London, in the 
co'urfe of a fortnight. 

** Gracious heaven ” exclaimed Brin- 
boc, “ to meet me in a prifon, whither 
[ have been conduced by my own folly 
and imprudence.” This reflcftion mad* 
the pill feem a thoufand times more 
bitter than it would otherwife have been ; 
he (truck his forehead in an agony of 
rage and vexation, and cnrfed his im« 
beciiity for not flying from Lapipde’s, 
when the condu£t of the company firfl 
roufed his fufpicions. In this whirlwind 
of palTion aud remorfe, it is not fur- 
prifing that his refolution (hould fail 
him for a moment, and he aftually took 
up the pen to inform Sir James M‘Cor- 
codale of what had befallen him, when 
a mingled emotion of pride and fhaine, 
made him call it down again, and tear 
the Iheet of paper topiecesj after which he 

felt 
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felt as much relieved, as if he had veni- 
ed his indignation on the fatal inllrunient 
that was the voucher of his indifcretion. 

Early the next morning, a man of a 
very lhabby appearance defired to fpeak 
to Brinboc, and upon being admitted, 
faid that his name w'as ManalTe Reuben, 
and that he had a demand on M. le 
Chevalier for 3471. which he would 
have no objeflion to touch immediately. 
** Mr. Manaflfe Reuben,” anfwered our 
hero, “ I perceive plainly enough what is 
your objeft, and to avoid all unneceflary 
wade of breath, I tell you at once, 
that I neither will or can pay the note 
of hand, which I prefume to be the 
caufc of this vifit.” 

“ Yclli Shir,” replied the Ifraelite, “ I 
have got your pond, and afli I took it 
yefltterday in payment fur a debt, 1 hope 
that you will not tefraud a poor man 
of bii tu'j.” 


“ 1 have 
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“ i have made up my m!nd,” faid 
Brinboc, “ and 1 do not think that any 
thin;; that you can fay, will induce me 
to alter my refolution.” 

“ Vont you make a little pargain,” 
refumed Manafil*, “ vat dey call a com- 
j)rcmiflic ? ’ 

“ No/' returned Brinboc, “ I will 
make no bargain or coinpromife/* 

“ Den Shir,” faid the Jew, if you 
till not pay me my monilh, you muft 
come with me to de lock>up*houfe } for 
I am a poor man, and can’t afford to 
lolhe my monilh ; here officers to your 
tuty.” 

llpon this fummons, a bailiff, who 
till then had kept in the back ground, 
flepped forward and arrelled Brinboc, 
with the ufual formalities, to the utter 
aftonifliincnt of Fidgcncc, whofe imper- 
Itcl knowledge of I'ligliili did not allow 
him to comprehend the nature of the 

bulincfs ^ 
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buflnefs ; and when to his anxious in- 
quiries, his maOer replied in French, 
on me mcne en prifon* this faithfui do- 
ineilic {kipped about the room like a 
maniac, and vented part of his iiulifj- 
nation in a volley of Jhcre b!cu, and 
other ejaculations of the fame fpecies, 
until Brinboc, uitii great ferenity of 
manner, defired him to moderate his 
tranfports, and to pack up the trunks, 
&c. preparatory to their removal. 

While performing this office, Ful- 
gence trembled in every joint, as if he 
had been afie^led with St. Vitus's dance, 
and when all was ready, the obdurate 
creditor leading the van, the melancho- 
ly debtor, and his more melancholy 
valet in the centre, and the ftern fatellite 
of Judice bringing up the rear, marched 
down {lairs in folemn procellion, and 

They are taking me to prifon. 

got 
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got into a hackney coach which waited 
for them at the door. 

Nor were the tears of female fenfibi- 
lity wanting to render the feene more 
intereding ; for the caufe of this fudden 
departure being fpeedily made known' 
throughout the houfe, the decent ma* 
tron who let the lodgings, and her two 
virgin daughters Hood in the paflage, 
and wept to fee fo nice a gentleman 
carried into captivity by a nafty Jew, and 
a not lefs nally Gentile. An eminent 
metaphyfician however, whom curiofity 
had drawn down from his elev.;ted habi* 
tation in the garret, did not catch the 
fympathetic flame*, on the contrary, 
he chid the women for their foolilh 
marks of compaflion, and faid that they 
ought rather to rejoice, fmee the fo- 
reigner had not run away without pay- 
ing his rent. 

During the journey to the place of 

confinement. 
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confinement, not a word efcaped from 
any of the party, except Mr. Manaflc 
Reuben, who once obferved that, “ be 
%'es alwayjh very Jhorry to put flientlemen 
to trouble, and dot he vas alwayjh ready 
to lijlen to any ting like accommodation j’* 
but as Brinboc did not hear the hint, 
or did not choofe to take any notice 
of it, the reign of fdence commenced 
again, and was only interrupted, when 
he was delivered up to the cuftody of 
the turnkey, who helped Fulgence to 
carry his mailer’s baggage to, a room fo 
dark, and apparently fo damp, that 
Brinboc inquired if he might not be 
accommodated with a better apartment f 
“ Certainly,” anfwered the giant of this 
enchanted cafile, and who Teemed to 
be a civil fort of being for one of his 
profeffion, “ certainly. Sir, I have got 
a room empty now, which I will ven- 
ture to fay, is as pleafant a lodging, as 

any 
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any in all London ; it is at the very top of 
the building, enjoys moll excellent air, 
and'rommands fuch an extenfive prof- 
pefl:, that no later ago than yellerday, 

I counted from the window, five 
ileeples, and forty flacks of chimnies; 
but then Sir, thefe extraordinary ac- 
commodations mull be paid for ; you 
underfland me Sir.”— “ O yes,” repli- 
ed the captive, “ I underfland you per- 
feflly; pray what may be the price of 
this apartment of which you give fo 
ravifhing a defcr'ption ? ” 

Ten ihillings a week,’* returned 
Cerberus, I never took lefs upon ray 
honour ; it has only been empty fince 
laft Tuefday, when the gentleman who 
occupied it lafl, was removed from hence 
to Newgate.’* 

Here Brinboc fald that be would con- 
fider the matter over, and the • gaoler 
retiring, he commenced a flridl exami- 
6 nation 
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nation of the ftate of his finances, 
^’hich did not take ijp much time, as he 
found that ail the fpecie in his pofleflioa 
amounted exactly to fourteen {hillings 
and fixpence, current coin of the king- 
dom of England, befides a piece of 
Louis XII. and a medal of Charlemagne. 

Fulgence had partly underftood the 
import of the dialogue which we 
have jufi related, and to which this dif- 
play of his mailer’s calh ferved as an 
excellent commentary ; he therefore 
guefied matters to be as they really were, 
and although the mod refpe£lful and 
fubmiflive of attendants, his feelings got 
the better of every other confideration, 
he pulled out from his breeches’ pocket 
the finger of an old glove fewed up like 
a rouleau, which he held in one hand, 
and placing the other upon his heart, 
with dp wn- call eyes he addreiTcd Brin- 
boc in the following words This bit 
11 of 
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of leather, Sir, contains fix loiiis d*or ; 
they were all that I could bring away 
when we left Fontenaye-aux'Rofes ; 
they have efcaped the ftorms of the 
revolution, the attacks of robbers, and 
the dangers of the feas ; in your fervice 
they were earned, and to your fervice 
they fiiould return, could I but hope 
that my dear niafier would condefcend 
to accept of fo trifling a fum, until he 
draws upon his banker*.’* 

As this contribution was truly volun- 
tary, and not made to cover any aflelT- 
ed taxes, the* perfon to whom it was 
offered accepted it without hefitation, 
and as he extended his arm to receive 
the loan, he gently prelTed the hand 
that tendered it. So unufual an a£t of 

Alt critica who have not fpent at leaft twelve 
calendar months in France, are hereby informed 
that no Frenchman ever parts with fix Ionia at 
a tinte, without indulging in a little eloquence 
on the occaficn. 

TOL. Hi. F con- 
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condefcenfion and mark of attachment 
on the part of Brinboc, thrilled poor 
Fulgence from head to foot } he felt ’an 
emotion much more powerful and much 
more dele£lable, than any ever yet pro- 
duced by Doctor Galvani, and though 
he had pronounced fuch an excellent 
exordium to his folid proof of dilinter- 
efted fidelity, he was now too much 
confufed to follow it up with an ade- 
quate peroration ; and he therefore con- 
tented himfelf with conveying his mailer’s 
moveables to the apartiqent which had 
been the fubjefl of the gaoler’s fplendid 
eulogies, as foon as the bargain for its 
hire had been agreed uj^n between the 
parties concerned. 
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CHAP. LIIL 

It is very ftrangCj and alfo very true, 
that men endowed with the heft under- 
Handings, and the mod exquifite fenfe 
of propriety, fometimes demean them- 
felves in certain peculiar fituadons, in a 
manner that is not to be accounted for, 
on general rules of conduct, or by the 
common fprings of action. The Cheva- 
lier de Brinboc is confined to a jail, 
without having perpetrated any crime, 
except indifcretion be confidered as fuch, 
and to procure the necefiaries of life 
beyond bread and water, and the flielter 
of bare walls, he finds himfelf mailer of 
fix pounds fourteen Ihillings and fix- 
pence, a fum that mull be expended 
in lefs than two months, in Ipite of all 
r a the 
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the ingenious contrivances that parfi- 
mony, enforced by neceflity, ever fug- 
gefted to the mind of man in fimilar 
circumftances ; and yet, as if defirous to 
clench the nail of adverfity with his own 
hand, he not only refrains from com- 
municating his misfortune to Sir James 
M*CorcodaIe, who alone * could have 
extricated him from his difficulties, but 
likewife in order more effeflually to fhut 
the door againft all chance of relief, he 
prohibits his faithful dcmeffic from re- 
vealing the caufe or place of his feclu- 
fimi CO any earthly being, under the pain 
of his highefl difpleafure, and with 
threats of inftant diAnifTal in cafe of dif- 
d>edience. 

For the latisfa£tion however of thole 
who may be ailonifhed at this mode of 

* The reader will be pleafed to recolIe£t, that 
Madame de Rofenfelt might now be fuppofed to 
have qaitted Berlin, on her way to England. 

8 pro- 
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proceeding, we can aflure them) that 
]^ulgence was not lefs puzzled with the 
nature and feverity of the interdiftion, 
but as he had the fulled reliance on his 
mader^s wifdomand iagacity, he did not 
attempt to fathom the depth of his myC* 
terious injuuQiioiis, but endeavoured to 
ferve him in a more eU'ential manner. 

To this end he hired himfelf as waiter 
to a French cook ( rejiorateur ) near 
Soho-Square, upon the following terms : 

lie was to receive no wages, except 
the pence that might fall to his dtare, 
from the liberality of the cudomers ; 
but he was to be allowed a garret to 
deep in, and the permiflion of taking 
away,everyday,an ample portion of cold 
vifluals, and as it was impoilible for any 
one to know.Fulgence without conceiving 
a liking for him, he foon ingratiated 
himfelf fo completely into the favour of 
the prelldent of the culinary department, 
» 3 that 
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that this great officer permitted him to 
carry off each afternoon, when the hurry 
of bufinefs was over, not the fcraps and 
offals of a hundred plates, but three or 
four good flices of meat cut off from 
different joints, with a fuitable accom* 
paniment of vegetables, to which he 
added a loaf, and a pint of porter from 
the public houfe, and with this whole* 
fome antidote againfl: flatulence in the 
ftomach, he ufed to proceed every even* 
ing to the prifon, where the victuals 
were reheated in a faucepan, provided 
for the purpofe, a clean napkin fpread on 
the table, and the dinner laid out in due 
order, after which, he took his poll be- 
hind Brinboc’s chair, with as much 
gravity as if he had been officiating 
in the prefence of all the noblejfe of the 
province of Brittany.— While his mailer 
was eating, Fulgence always endeavour- 
ed to enliven the repall, by relating the 

little 
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little anecdotes and news that he had 
been able to pick up among the gentle- 
men who frequented the cook’s (hop ; 
and when the former had finiflied his 
meal, he regaled himfelf on the rem- 
nants, nor was it without the greatelt 
difficulty that he could be induced to 
take his repaft in the fame room, the 
only one Brinboc had for the ten (hil- 
lings a*week. 

But Fulgence was a Frenchman, and 
feeling like a Frenchman, he conceived 
that to be debarred the ufe of coffee was 
to undergo oiie of the greated; privations 
incidental to human nature, and he 
tortured his brain for feveral days in 
order to find out fome expedient by 
which he might procure for his mailer 
that delicious beverage. At lad, chance 
flepped in to the alfiftance of his inven- 
tion, and prefented him with an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining the article of luxury 
which he fo much wilhed for. 

' 4 


Juft 
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Juft at this period, it was ordained by 
the fates that Madame Godiveau (his 
employer’s wife) fliould lofe her hair- 
drefler by fome unforefeen accident or 
other, and as Madame could not think 
of fitting at the bar of the coffee-room, 
without her ufual elegant attire, fhe was 
relating her misfortune to her hufkand, 
when Fulgence, happening to be within 
hearing, offered to fupply the deficiency, 
and he acquitted himfelf fo well in this 
employment, which was' not new to 
him, that Madam Godiveau afked him 
what remuneration he expefled for his 
trouble? Fulgence anfwered, that the 
pleafure of being ufeful to fo fair a lady, 
was in itfelf reward fuflicient for any 
exertion in her fervice, but that if ihe 
inftfted on paying him for fo agreeable 
an occupation, he would only requeft 
to be allowed a cup of coffee every day, 
as the fufeft cure for a head-ache, to 
\irhich he was fubje£t in confequence of 
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being denied the ufe of that falutary 
liquor. 

This polite fpeech, fuch as no waiter- 
in Europe could have made, except Ful- 
gence, was attended with the dehred 
e 6 Fe£):, and he had now the latisfafUon 
of prefenting his mailer with a luxury 
which he confidered as of the firll mag- 
nitude, becaufe he fet the greatell im- 
portance on it himfelf, and thus did the 
high-minded prifoner fuffer his wants to 
be relieved by a menial attendant, at the 
time that he Teemed determined to cope 
alone with adverfe fortune, rather than 
be obliged to any one for allillance in 
his calamitous fituation. 

It ought not to be forgotten, however, 
that a debt of fix louis d’or and the value 
of a dtuly meal, is more eafily cancelled, 
than one of 3471*, and this is perhaps 
the mod folid apology which we can 
offer for the apparent contradiftion in 
r 5 Brinboc's 
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Brlnboc's Ime of conduA : but fhould 
our foludon of the difficulty not appear 
fadsfadory to the inquifid?e reader, he 
had then better apply to the metaphy- 
fidan of the next alley or ftable*yard, 
Mho, as in duty bound, will expound 
this and every other riddle, with equal 
modcfty and penetradon. 



Mr 92 BUmSOCr 


167 


CHAP. LIV. 

Notwithstanding Fulgence*s inde- 
fatigable exertions to render his mailer’s 
confinement as eafy as poflible, time 
feemed to fpeed its way very lazily to 
the latter, when happening one morning 
to droll along the corridors of the prifon^ 
he could not help dopping at the door 
of a room which chanced to be open, 
fo much was he druck with the neatnefs 
and comfortable appearance of the 
apartment, and above all, with one part 
of the furniture, which was a book-cafe 
that covered an entire dde of the wall, 
and which feemed to contain from two 
to three hundred volumes. 

If he felt difpofed to envy the polTeflbr 
of fuch a treafure, he was not lefs fur. 

a 6 prized 
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prized to behold it in fo unufual a place, 
and not wilhing to incur the fufpicion of 
impertinent curiofity, he was turning 
round to continue his walk, when a 
rerpeflable, elderly looking gentleman 
met him fuddenly hiice to face in the 
paflage, and told him that he was the 
inhabitant of the room which feemed 
to have excited his attention, and that 
he was perfe£lly welcome to come in 
and examine its contents more at his 
leifure. 

Brinboc conceiving that this propofal 
meant nothing more than an indirect 
cenfure for the liberty which he had 
taken in (landing before the door, en- 
deavoured to apologize for his behaviour, 
but the old gentleman repeated his invi- 
tation in fuch plain terms, as clearly 
evinced that he was no dealer in inuen- 
dos, and our hero acceded to his offer 
without further hefitation. 


Nothing 
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Nothing diflblves quicker the referve 
of new acquaintance than companionfliip 
in adrerfity, and the two captives fooa 
felt as free from reftraint with each 
other, as if they had been intimate for 
a long time, and after difcourfing upon, 
a variety of fubjeSs until Mr. Pleddel’s 
(for that was the fenior’s name) dinner 
hour approached, the latter requefted 
that Brinboc would take tea with him 
that fame evening. 

Thefe vifits were often repeated, 
though only in Mr. Pleddel’s apartment, 
becaufe he faid that he had made it a 
rule never to fet foot in any other room 
in the houfe: which fingularity, with 
two or three more equally innocent, 
formed the lhady part of his charader, 
while probity, good-humour, and bene> 
volence filled up the reft of the portnut. 

Mr. Pleddel, as the earlier rifer of 
the two, went regularly eyery morn* 

ing 
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ing to Bnnboc’s door, and without goings 
in, alked him through the key>hole, hour 
he had pafled the night : and Brinboc 
as regularly returned the compliment 
every evening, but in a more fociable 
way, by fpending a couple of hours at 
leaft with Mr. Pleddel. 

The former, though really curious ta 
learn by what chain of accidents ^ man 
apparently fo worthy of enjoying all the 
bleilings of life, Ihould be thus immured 
m a prifon, ftili carefully avoided to be- 
tray any fymptoms of curiofity, for fear 
of difobliging his new acquaintance ; but 
the old gentleman, who now began to 
exprefs (Irong feelings of efteem for our 
hero, indulged him in his wiflies at the 
moment he lead expected it, from the 
cafual circumftance of their happening 
to talk about a fplendid viflory recently 
obtained by an Engliih fleet over that of 
the enemy.. 

Adml- 
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« Admiral faid Mr. Pled- 

del, who has thus added frefli laurels 
to his fame, was once my (hipmate and 
inferior officer : he is Ihortly to be 
created a peer, and to be honoured with 
other marks of royal and national muni> 
licence, while 1 am defined to eke out 
the remainder of my exidence in the 
fame manner in which it has been con- 
fumed for the lad five>and-twenty years.*** 
— What,” exclaimed Brinboc, ** have 
yon been buried alive in this place, 
five-and twenty years ?**— “ . Yes, fir,** 
anfwered Ple^del, ** and to continue your 
metaphor, 1 am fo hur from dedring a 
refurreftion, that I do not think I would 
exchange my prefent fituation for all 
the honours and emoluments which are 
likely to be Ihowered on my more fortu* 
nate medmate, and as 1 know him to be 
a brave fellow, I fincerely ^ope that his 
days may glide away as ch^^y in the 

paths 
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paths of glory, as mine do in the mort 
fecluded recefs of human obrcurity.~ 
After what you hat'e heard, you will 
readily guefs that my (lory is not loner, 
for when the years of infancy and tliofs 
of my confinement are dedufled fron 
the fum total of life, the refidue may b: 
compre'fied into a very fmall compa'* - 
—My fir ft attempt at free agency wa. 
an ad of difobedience to the will of my^ 
parents, whofe only Ton I was, and whom 
I grievoufly offended, by running away 
to fea, juft*at the time when they meant 
to fend me to college, there to be edu- 
cated for the church, a ftate which their 
religious fentiments made them con- 
fider as greatly fuperior to every other. 

** I had not been long engaged in the 
maritime profeflion, before I difeovered 
that its duties, and even its relaxations 
were by no means congenial to the 
natnral bent of my dilpefitioii, but 1 

thought 
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aoandon that of which I had once pro- 
fefleJ myfelf enamoured, and I con- 
iuucd to ferve in the royal navy with 
the real reluftance, if not with the ap- 
jViii'ent ditfatisfadlion of a galley Have, 
'jj’here was another motive alfo, which 
con<.!butecl powerfully to make me per- 
'* verc in the walk that I had ftruck out 
•)r myfelf, and that was the infuperable 
averfion which 1 felt to any thing like 
making a choice of another profeflion : 
to have fat down in perfeA idlenefs, 
w( Id have been then the fummit of my 
ambition, but I was aware that neither 
the frowns of parental difpleafure, or the 
farcafms of a meddling world would al- 
low me to enjoy an undillurbed Hate 
of tranc"tUiiy, and 1 toiled on in the 
fame d 11 ound of alternate aflivity and 
indolence, heedlefs of the paft, and not 
darinpr to look towards the future. 


At 
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At length, at the clofe of a war, and 
of fifteen years* fervice, I found that 1 
was Hill a lieutenant, without the moil 
difiant profpefl of promotion, for I had 
not either the ability or the good luck to 
form any friendfhip or connexion which 
might have procured me advancement 
of rank, and whenever I applied to my 
father for his affiftance or the exertion 
of his intereft, I was fure to receive a 
chilling anfwer, allufive to my former 
diffegard of his wiflies, until his demife 
freed me from thofe confiant, though 
ufelefs reproaches, and put me in pof« 
feflion of a fmall patrimonial eftate. 
Immediately i: 4 >on this event, I locked 
up my uniform, my charts, my books, 
inftruments of navigation, and in Ihort, 
every article appertaining to the profef* 
fion of a feaman, with the firm refolu- 
tion never to employ them again, unlefs 
at the exprefs defire of my country, and 
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as this command was never yet fignified 
to me, I have not been tempted to break 
through my flrH: refolution. 

" Being totally unacqutunted with the 
theory and practice of agriculture, I let 
out my land to a farmer, and dedicated 
all my time to the profecution of thofe 
{Indies which my abrupt departure from 
fchool had left imperfed; and in this 
{late of literary indolence, I confumed 
the happieft portion of my life. 

Some of my neighbours, who had 
either marriageable fillers or daughters, 
very Idndly, and not unfrequently threw 
out hints of the felicity attendant on 
wedlock, accompanied with remarks on 
the cheerlefs fituation of an old batche* 
lor ; but I did not pay much attention 
to their good natured folicttude for my 
welfare, until happening to dine one 
day with a family party at Bridport, 
which was but two miles from my ufual 

place 



MEMOIRS OF 


>i6 

place of refidence, I was fo (truck with 
the charms and modeft deportment of 
Jt beautiful young girl, the daughter' of 
a merchant of that town, that I felt all 
the weight of their arguments ru(h upon 
me in a torrent of conviction, and I itn* 
mediately proffered my amorous fuir, 
and I obtained the confent of the lovely 
damfel and that of her parents, without 
any difficulty. 

“ Previous to the celebration of the 
wedding, my future fatherdmlaw took 
care to inform me that I was not to ex> 

r 

peCl any portion or fettlemeot with his 
daughter, but though my own fortune 
was not ample, 1 received this intima- 
tion with the greateft indifference, and 
1 affiired him, that in (he pofleffion of 
my beauteous bride, unprovided with 
any dowry but that which nature had 
fo lavilhly bellowed upon her, I ffiould 
condder myfelf as far more rich, than 

the 
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the lord of all the trcafures of both the 
Indies. 

** But Sir, (continued Mr. Pleddel,) 
would you believe it ? 1 was not allowed 
even the comforts of an ordinary honey- 
moon ; for there is no planet in the 
whole fyfteni of the univerfe, the velo- 
city of whofe motion can be compared 
to tlie rapidity with which I was hurled 
from my dreams of connubial blils, to 
the fad experience of the moft oppofite 
wretchednefs. In the delirium of 
paflton, 1 had/ancied that I was wed- 
ded to an angel, and without the influ- 
ence of this mental intoxication, I might 
have fuppofed that I was the hufband 
of a lovely woman, but I foon difco- 
vered that I was united to an infernal 
fury, the violence of whofe paflions 
were to be not only the fcourge of my 
life', but alfo the probable caufe of my 
death, as her irritable temper and un- 
paralleled 
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paralleled folly* were conllantly involv* 
bg me in broils* fometimes with the 
fervants, and fometimes with ftrangers* 
and it was impollible to foretel the idue 
of thofe quarrels* of which I wasuni* 
formly obliged to bear the brunt* although 
as foreign to my ideas and to my 
intereftS) as the religious difputes of 
the fixteenth century. 

**Nor was this perpetual date of war- 
fare the only misfortune which I had 
now to encounter* they were indeed 
many, and widely diverfified* though 
all f>'<’tn the fame fruitful 

fource. My wife anticipated with rap- 
ture the time when fhe Ihould become 
a mother* and for fear of being taken 
by furprife, fhe laid in fuch a flock of 
baby linen* as might have fumifhed the 
Foundling Hofpital or Afylum for lying- 
in women; fed fpem fefellit eventutf 
and beciuife fhe was difappointed in her 

wifhes* 
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ttriOies, fhe took a moft rooted hatred 
to a country life, which Ihe fsud did not 
agree with her confticution, and drag- 
ged me away from my rural retreat, 
which in my peaceful moments 1 had 
compared to Horace’s Sabine £um, 
without remembering that Horace had 
taken care never to be inveigled into 
matrimony. 

** We hired a houfe in a dirty ftrect at 
Bridport, which, had it been a paracUfe 
in other refpefls, would have proved 
extremely difaereeable to me, from the 
iimple circumstance of its being a feaport 
town; fo much was I diigufted with 
any thing connefted with my former 
mode of life, although its moft ftormy 
feafons are Halcyon days, when coin- 
pared to the tremendous gales of ma- 
trimonial tempefts. 

**My houfe foon became the refort 
of an idlegoifiping fet, bbth of men and 

women. 
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women, who came to pay their refpeds 
to my wife, and her four unmarried 
fifters $ for thefe amiable young ladies, 
by means of what they called vilits, 
ctmtrived to live ten months in the 
year at my expence, and when 1 6atter« 
ed myf^ that their feveral marriages 
would rid snihfoOm fuch unnecelTary in- 
cumbrances, I found to my forrow, 
that I had only exchanged one tax for 
another } as Mrs. Pleddel always infided 
upon the indifpenfable duty of making 
■them a handfome prefent, previous to 
th<t wedding ; fuch as a piece of plate 
to Afiis Ann, an entire ftock of houfe- 
linen to Mifs Georgina, a necklace and 
earrings to MilslQtiy, and the complete 
furniture of a drawing-room, to Mifs 
Undamira. To meet thefe extraordi- 
nary demands, I was obliged to have 
reoourfe to extraordinary expedients, 
tnumg the earUeft and ealieft of which, 

was 
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vat duit of tuTiimg out the himeft matt 
who had fermed and huflnnded 
lands, to let them at a rack-nitt^lO a 
greedy fpeculator. But nsf wik, who 
had now given op all hq>ea of heh^ 
blefled with progeny, and who had'ioft 
great part of tier daily amufemenm, 
the removal of her fiftert, tamed W 
thoughts or rather her caprices, .uao^ttr 
vay,,for I believe fte never 
and Ihe plunged headlong inw Htv ei y 
idnd of diffipation which ■ ‘pmvittfial 
town could a&rd. Not co atw tt widt 
^ving balls and parties tt Imr own 
houfe, (he fought inceffimtiy ibr diofis 
diverfions abroad^ and has often put me 
to the blulh, by defoending to a thOttK 
land ads of meannefs^ in order to infttftt 
an invitation to what flie caOed a gif 
tbingt but which always a p pa mtd -to aae 
a very ftupid one, and al if this 4kda of 
abfurdity was not fuS^cttdf Iwse 
VOL. m. o ebUgtd 
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d)Jiged to attend her regularly twice a 
year to the aflise balls at Dorchefter, 
iwbere in return for the trouble, the ex* 
fence and the vexation, which thofe 
eaonrfions never huled to procure me, 
iuittd the fupreme littisfa£Uon of hear* 
VBg on our firft ai^searance, a general 
wvhiiper of, ** there b the beautiful Mrs. 
Fteddel,aad her good natured huiband,” 
add -tiw glory of being involved in half- 
Wtdfu^en tpiands, on account of her dif> 
'spmee dmut precedency, and other ob* 
|e€k8 equally important. 

/ "Notwtthftanding the eafinefs of my 
4ifpofition, which may perhaps deferve 
d left lenient appellation, and in fpite 
of my unwillingnefs to fee the fatal con* 
ftquences of my wife’s extravagance. 
It was impolEble to (hut my eyes any 
longer to the dreadful gulph that was 
taindly opening its jaws to devour us ; 
ami emboldened one day by an unufual 

iemblance 
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femblance. of ferenity on her counte* 
nance, 1 ventured to difclofe to her the 
real ftate of our affairs, and to conjure 
her to liften to the voice of reafon an4 
prudence, before deffrudiion became 
inevitable. Inffead of the hurricane q£ 
rage and anger which I thought tins 
prelude would have excited, Mrs. Ple^ 
del preferved a moft delightful degree 
of equanimity on the occafion, and after 
muling fome time very calmly, ihe fug- 
gefted, as the befl: expedient in our 
prefent diffrefles, that I Ihould part with 
my only remaihing confolation, by feU 
ling my library. I was incenfed at this 
propofal, which was as puerile and nu- 
gatory in itfelf, as it was grating to my 
feelings, and for onqe in my life I ven- 
tured to be in a paQlon. 

“ My wife, who no doubt conceived 
this extraordinary phenqmenon (o be 
an encroachment upon her rights, im- 
G 2 lediately 
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mediately prepared to repel the agreflion 
with becoming fpiiit, the confequence 
of which was, that our united voices 
produced a duet, that would have 
drowned the clangour of a fcore of trum* 
pets, and as many kettle-drums, but 
finding that I was her fuperior in 
ftrength of lungs at leaft, like an able 
general, Ihe changed her order of bat- 
tle, and after an ineffeftual attempt at 
fiunting, burft into a flood of tears. 

**This was the fignal of my total 
overthrow : I had read^ though I can- 
not recollefl where, but probably in 
the work of fome author who was only 
a bachelor of arts, that the tears of grief, 
are drops of blood doubly diflilled, and 
when I beheld the briny fliower courfing 
down the rofeate cheeks, and bounding 
from the heaving bofom of my beloved, 
I fimcicd that I was neither more or 
lefs than her remorfelefs aflaffin } I fell 

at 
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at her feet, and whi'e I kiiTed them, 
alked if (he could forgive me ? 

*“ She feebly articulated my pardon, 
but obferved at the fame time, that 1 
mult promife never to touch again upon 
the hateful fubjed, which had been the 
caufe of her dillrefs : I fwore to obey 
her injundions, and I complied with my 
vow moll religiouily. 

** It is not difficult to guefs the relt, 
our expences feemed to increafe in the 
inverfe ratio of our means to fupport 
them i my crq^itors became clamorous, 
and as foon as one ' fet the example, 
they all ruflied in like birds of prey 
upon their quarry, and endeavoured to 
fave themfelves from a total lofs, by 
parceling out the remainder of my pro- 
perty. When the bailiffs firff entered 
the houfe, my wife received them with 
a grand falute, in her happieft manner, 
but finding that thefe gentlemen were 
o 3 rather 
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rather lefs complaifant than her hufuand, 
and not to be diverted from their bu- 
fmefs, by all the tropes and figures of 
the moft confummaie female orator, (he 
/ell into a fwoon, and I availed myfelf 
of the opportunity, to flip out at a back 
door, and to make the heft of my way 
to London, there to folicit the protec* 
tion of an old friend and fchoolfellow 
who was fecretary to the Poll Oflice, and 
as a lad refoorce, to beg that he would 
procure me an employment in the Pack- 
et-boat fervice. 

“My creditors mifinterpreting the 
caufe of my flight, fancied that I was 
going to retire to the continent, after 
having fee reted fome part of my pro- 
perty, and in order to prevent this imagi- 
nary i€t of fraud, they fent inflruflions to 
have me arrefted, and lad month com- 
pleted the twenty-fifth year of my con- 
finement in this prifon. 
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“ During the firft twelvemonth of 
my refidence within thefe walls, I had 
imich to fuffer indeed, both front, the 
recolle£i;ion of better days, and from 
the extreme penury with which I was 
forced to (Iruggle, fmce my foie depend- 
ence was on the miferable halfpay of 
a lieutenant, and even of this fcanty 
allowance, 1 parted with an equal fhare 
for the fuftenance of my unfortunate 
wife, who had been refufed .an afylum 
by all her relations, on account of her 
infupportable ^polition. 

** She did not long furvive, however, 
the ruin of which fhehad been thecaufe, 
for her mind was too weak to enable her 
to fupport the ftorms of adverfity } (he 
was Ihunned by friends and ftrangers, 
and in the boor of defpondency (he had 
recourfe to ftrong liquors in default of 
all other confolatioii, and this &tal 
remedy foon put a period to her mifera- 
04 ble 
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ble exigence. — Such, fir,” continued 
Pleddel, “ is the true hiftory of my life, 
with no part of which, perhaps, are you 
fo much furprized, as with the appear- 
ance of comfort which I now feem to 
enjoy, efpeciaily when I tell you, that I 
%ever have had a farthing of income 
beyond what 1 have juft mentioned. 
But the fmalleftfavings, when continued 
for a long time, amount to fomething 
confiderable, ' and the fhtits of my 
economy during the fourth part of a 
century, have gradually enabled me to 
indulge in all thofe gratifications for 
which I ftill feel any tafte, infomuch that 
1 have not a wiih left unfatisfied. Far 
from defiring to qmt my prefent habita- 
tion, 1 fliould deem it the greateft of 
nusfortunes were 1 obh’ged to crofs the 
ihreibhoid of my prifon, and to launch 
out once more into a world which I 
have almoft forgotten, and where I do 

not 
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not fuppofe that I am remembered by 
any one. 

** In the early part of my naval career, 
I was taken prifoner by a frigate of your 
nation, and carried into Toulon, and. 
as it was not then the fafhion to wage 
war like the barbarians of Tripoli and 
Algiers, we were allowed to ramble 
about the country, upon our parole, 
and another officer and myfelf, in one 
of thofe excurdons, went as far as the 
Grande Chartreufe^ near Grenoble.*~- 
I have learned from the newfpapers, 
that the phildfophical revolution in your 
country has deflrqyed this lilent retreat, 
where contemplation was never ' dif- 
turbed but by the offices of hofpitality 
towards the wanderer and the flranger, 
and I can aflure you that, though edu'- 
cated in a religious fyftem which does 
not countenance fuch inflitution^, I ex- 
perienced confiderable chagrin when I 
o 5 heard 
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heard of their unprovoked, and, I be> 
lieve, unmerited fuppreflion. My mind 
recmls with horror from the diflref!.ng 
indure of a fet of harmlefs individuals 
plunged, all at once, into the troubles 
and toils of a world, with whofe ways 
they could be but little acquainted ; and, 
when 1 reflect on their unexpected dir> 
afters, and my own comparative tran* 
qulllity, I feel inclined to exclaim, with 
the moral, though not always enter* 
taming, Young, 

Hereon t plaolc thrown fafeon (hore, 

1 bear the tuniuk of the diftant throng. 

Like that of fees remote or dying ftorms. 

And medicate on feenes more fllent ftiil, &c. 

In fhort, fir, by the help of a little 
imagination, I Ibmeiimes metamorphofe 
myfelf into a Carthuflan, this prifon 
into a monaftery, and the jailor into a 
venerable, abbot, under whofe gentle 
rule I lead a very peaceful and con* 

tented 
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fented life. I do not fay any thing: 
about the reft of the brotherhood, be- 
v.viu^' I hold very little comtnunieation 
vith them, and becaufe I fear that it 
not be eafy to carry on the com- 
-iriion much farther. 

‘ But thefe flights of fancy do not 
CO 1' ute my foie amufement, which,. 
[ ides reading, is fometimes extended' 
i iiing, and, if you pleafe, I wilt 
Ihew you a fpecimen of my lucubra- 
tioi .*•' 

re Mr. f leddei got up, and, draw- 
ing aftde a curtain which hid ieverat 
ihelvc placed in a recefs of the wall, he 
produced a ponderous manufeript vo- 
lume, which he laid on the table, and 
then continued his difeourfe. 

** This child of my leifure and feclu- 
fton is a poem in feventy-two cantos,, 
for which ' have not yet thought of a 
name, but which, ihould it ever meet 
G 6- the 
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the light, Rrill probably aftonilh the 
critics quite as much as the celebrated 
Septuagint of Aleaeandria, though it 
bears no other refemblance to that fk- 
mous work, than the cafual numeration 
of its books to the number of perfons- 
employed in the verfion of the fcrip- 
tures already alluded to, and an opinion 
that the latter, as well as the former, 
was written in a prifon. My poem is 
at once narrative and critical, heroic 
and dida£lic > the fubjefts which it 
embraces are nearly innumerable, and 
leaft the ear ihould be tir£d, in fo long 
a work, by the conllant recurrence of 
fimilar founds, I have been careful to 
compofe the cantos alternately in rhyme 
and blank verfe. You will, perhaps, 
obje£l to me, that fuch a compofition 
Is not exadly conformable to the pre« 
cq>ts of Ariftotle, Horace, and others $ 
but while I plead guilty to the charge, 

Ido 
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1 do not feel much appreheniion from 
the confequences that may enfue from 
fuch a confeffion. I know, or rather I 
knew fome grave fcholars, of profound 
inveftigation and folemn deportment, 
who coincided perfe6Uy with my opi- 
nion, that the ancients are the bane of 
the moderns ; that they hang upon us 
like a dead weight, and clog all our ex- 
ertions } and that, inftead of confider- 
ing ourfelves as being indebted to them 
for their labours, we ought more pro- 
perly to lament that a fingle page of 
theirs ever efcaped the united ravages 
of time and barbarifm. We fuffer our- 
felves to be ftruck with awe at the names 
of Homer, Virgil, Cicero, Plutarch, &c. 
like children who are alarmed by the 
words Rawhead and Bloodybones, and 
the effed of this puerile refped is, that 
we dare not walk boldly and manfiillf 
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in the paths which unfettered genfus 
would point out to us. 

“ My plan has been of a very dif- 
ferent nature from that of moll modern 
writers, not omitting thofe who have 
obtained the greatell fucce& ; whenever 
an idea prefented itfelf to my mind, in 
the courfe of this work, my hrll care 
was to examine the iburce from whence 
itfprung, and ifl difcovered that it was 
not indigenous (to ufe the word) but 
merely tranfplanted, as it were, from 
fome other brain, then I, uniformly re- 
jeded it, and thought no more of em- 
ploying foch a foreign acquilition than 
1 Ibould venture to offer a drachma or 
an obolus to one of our fliopkeepers, in 
exchange for his commodities. Thus 
you will perceive that I am conlillent in 
praflice as well as theory, and whatever 
may be the beauties or deformities of 

my 
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that it contains nothing but what is 
marked with the ftamp of origi* 
nality.” 

Mr. Pleddel^s profeflion of faith in 
poetical matters aftonifhed Brinboc not 
a little, but then it had the good efied: 
of preparing his mind for every thing 
that might refult from fo unbounded a 
taile for originality ; and having begged 
to borrow the manufcript, he went up 
flairs to his own chamber, bending un> 
der the load, of the old gentleman’s 
feptuagelimal (in round numbers) per- 
formance. 

As foon as he had leifure to turn 
over the leaves of this extraordinary 
produdlioh, he found it to be precifely 
what he expelled, that is to fay, a farra- 
go Of the mod heterogenous and uncon* 
liedled fubjeds, thrown toget^r with'^ 

out 
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out order or adaptation, as free from 
the ruUs of Ariftotle and Horace, as 
from thbfe of tafte and common fenfe, 
and exprefled in feveral thoufands of 
lines equally flat, infipid, and profaic, 
excepting about twenty or thirty, which, 
with a little indulgence, might have con. 
tended for the name of poetry. From 
this examination Brinboc concluded, 
that the winged fteed of Parnaflus was 
the hobbyhorfe on which poor Mr. Pled, 
del mod commonly took hi$ aerial ex. 
curfions, and as he would not, for the 
world, have diflurbed him in the en* 
joyment of fo innocent an amufement, 
he abllained from all criticifm on the 
poem, and returned it with many af> 
furances of never having feen any thing 
more completely original, reflecting at 
the lame within his own bread, on the 
fortunate texture of a mind, the tran- 

quillity 



M. OB BRINBOC. 157 

quilHty of which was not to be deftroyedl 
by the perfecutions of Hymen, the 
frowns of the mufet, or the horrors of 
imprifonmentt 
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CHAP. LV. 

The diver/ified amufement which Brln- 
bock received from the coaverfatioa 
and writings of Mr. Pleddel, was by no 
means fufficient to drive from his mind 
the gloomy thoughts that continually 
aflailed his imagination, as often as he 
refle£ied on his own misfortunesy'or the 
little chance of their fpeedy termination, 
and, above all, on the diilrefs they would 
Qccafion to thofe whofe exemption from 
affliction would have proved a fource of 
comfort to himfelf under the fevered 
trials. It is not prefuming much to fup- 
pofe that Brinboc would have expe- 
rienced the keened delight in meeting 
once more with Eugenie and Madame 
de Rofenfelt, and yet the ftrifb injuoc- 

tiona 
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tions which he had laid on Fulgence 
not to difclofe the place of his feclufion, 
operated as powerfully to exclude them 
as the moll indifferent perfons, from his 
prefence^ at a time when there was 
every reafon to fuppofe that they might 
be already arrived in London. 

The only vifitor that had broken in 
upon Btinboc^s privacy was Mr. Manafie 
Reuben, who came to try if the air of a 
ptifon had reduced hU fpirit fo far ai 
to difpofe hitn to hearken to what thQ 
Ifraelite termed a pargain^ or con^ro* 
mijhe 'f but ManaiTe could not have 
chofen a more unfortunate moment for 
making bis friendly propofalj as it hap* 
pened to be precifely the morning on 
which Brinboc had changed his lafr 
guinea, in order to fatisfy the jailor’s 
demand for rent, who was not in the 
habit of granting long credit, and there* 
fore it is needlefr to fay that the 

appli* 
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application proved entirely unfuccefs" 
ful. 

Such was the inaufpicious pofture of 
our hero’s affairs at the period we are 
now fpeaking of, and from which we 
mult draw the reader’s attention for a 
fliort time, in order to notice the arrival 
in England of Eugenie and of Madame 
de Rofenfelt. They had fully expend 
that they would have met with Brinboc 
immediately upon their landing, but 
being difappointed in their expedadon, 
they concluded that he h^d not received 
the account of their departure from 
Berlin fulficiently early to enable him 
to perform this ad of attention, and, 
impatient of delay, they came on to 
London, and drove to the hotel which 
had been recommended to them by the 
innkeeper at Yarmouth. Here their firll 
thought was to fend a meffage, an> 
nouncing their anival, to Sir James 

M’Cor. 
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M’Corcodale’s, according to Brinboc’s 
direflionsy but their furprize was very 
great when they received for anfwer 
that he had not been feen there for feve> 
ral weeks, and that, as Sir James was 
dill abfent, the fervants could give no. 
other information concerning him than 
the addrefs of his lodgings. 

At the lodging-houfe their meflenger 
was told, that M. de Brinboc had re<^ 
fided there fome time before, but that 
he had gone from thence without men- 
tioning the place to which he was re- 
moving ; ancf this report was literally 
true, though the family knew perfedly 
well that he had been carried to prifon, 
but as his la ft requeft was, that this cir- 
cumftance fhould not be revealed to 
any enquirer whatever, the good people 
fancied that they were only confulting 
his wifhes, and perhaps his intereft, in 
^e£ting a total ignorance of what had 

hap- 
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bappoied to him, and this uithout 
vi^ndiQg their own confciences, inaf* 
mu^ as they really were not acquainted 
with the precife place of his confine* 
snent. 

Unfortunately, the metaphylician did 
not chance to be prefent when the en* 
quiries were made ; for, as it was his 
bis invariable praflice to a£t in direcfl 
oppofition to the reft of mankind, moft 
probably be would have blabbed out 
the whole ftory, and imparted the fe> 
cret of Brinboc’s imprifoninent. 

It is not eafy to defcribe the aftoniflt* 
ment and terror which ieized Madame 
de Rofenfelt and Eugenie, when they 
learned the unfatisfat^ory, not to .fay 
alarming, refult of their mefTenger's 
fruitleft purfuit : their aOrighted imagi- 
nations reprefented to them every thing 
that was dreadful ; they would have 
given tbe univerfe to continue their rc- 

fcarches. 
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fearchcs, but they did not know a hu- 
man being on the fpot who could have 
aCbrded them any affiftance in their en- 
quiries; and the gentle Eugeiue, lefs 
able to cope with misfortune than her 
fair friend, and perhaps ^ncying that fhe 
was doomed to be the viflim of un- 
ceafing adverhty, funk under the pref- 
fure of this new calamity, and fell into 
hyfterical convulfions of the mod; violent 
nature. As foon as Ihe had recovered, 
in fome meafure, from this fevere at- 
tack, Madame de Rofenfelt deeming it 
necelTary to make an extraordinary ex- 
ertion in order to fupport £ugenie*s 
defponding fpirits, affedted an air of 
tranquillity that was very foreign to her 
heart, and fuggefted an idea that poffi- 
bly Brinboc might have gone to Yar- 
mouth to meet them, and that they had 
eroded each other on the road. 

8 ■ Feeble 
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Feeble as this ray of hope may ap* 
pear, they cheriflied it with unfpeakable 
ardour, until the lapfe of a couple 
of days convinced them that no confo* 
lation was to be expe&ed from that 
quarter. During this period peither 
dared to unburden her bofom of the 
load of apprehenfion which opprefied 
it, for fear of augmenting the other*s 
adarms; they fometimes fat together 
for hours, without uttering a word, and 
without getting any relief but that which 
tears could ’ afford them ; and in thofe 
moments of melancholy ,*bordering upon 
defpondency, every carriage that flopped 
before the houfe, and every footftep that 
was heard at the door of their apart- 
ment, filled them with racking anxiety, 
in proportion as they fancied that it 
might be either the harbinger of joyful 
tidings, or the forerunner of finillerv in- 
telligenccft 


As 
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As a laft refource, Eugenie wrote to 
Sir James M’Corcodale, infocaing him 
of her brother’s unaccountable dil.ij)- 
pearance, of the ftate of wrctciiednch! 
to which (he and Madame de Ro^cn.V 'c 
were reduced, in confequence of that 
went, and conjuring him, by all the 
marks of friendfliip which he had mani- 
fefted towards the ill-fated Brinboc, that 
he would point out to them the moft pro- 
bable means of learning the utmoft ex- 
tent of their misfortune, in preference 
to remaining in*the horrible torture of 
endlefs fufpence. 

Sir James was thunderllruck when 
he read this touching epilUe, and, at 
firft, could with dlfliculty give credit to 
the evidence of his own eyes j judging, 
however, that this was no time either for 
doubt or delay, he immediately fet 
off for London, and, travelling day and 
night, performed the journey in lefs 
vojL, 111. II time 
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time than it was known ever to have 
been performed before. 

The Baronet knew that it would 
be of little avail for him to go and 
join his lamentations with thofe of the 
bride and filler of Brinboc ; and, in 
order to ferve them more effeftually, 
as, indeed, likcwife to afluage the poig- 
nancy of his own feelings, he commen- 
ced a mod perfevering fearch after the 
obje£t of their fulicitude, and not con- 
tent with difpatching his fervants in all 
direflions, he went forthwith to Brin- 
boc’s lodgings, where he received an 
anfw'er fimilar to that which had been 
given before to Madame de Rofenfelt’s 
meflenger. 

From thence he went to Baron T. 
who had juft returned from the Ifle of 
Wight, but who was entirely ignorant 
of every thing that had happened to 
Brinboc fince their lafl: parting, and who 

now 
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now Infifted upon joining Sir James in 
his endeavours to difcover their loft 
friend. They then thought of JVT. 
de S. Didier, but not being acquainted 
with his place of abode, they were 
obliged to afk for his addrefs at the 
Opera-houfe, where they were told that 
the noble fcene-painter, availing himfelf 
of the vacation at the theatre, had gone 
to Margate, in company with his future 
fpoufe, Mrs, Grilkin ; and, indeed, had 
he been ftill in town, he could not have 
afforded any^clue towards the difeovery 
of Brinboc, as he had not been let into 
thefecret of his imprifonment. 

It is fcarcely neceffary to fay, that Sir 
James and the Baron were greatly de- 
je fled at the bad fuccefs of their enqui- 
ries, and they almoft dreaded appearing 
before the alllidlied ladies, unprovided 
with a fmgle thought, or fuggeftion, 
X 2 that 
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that could adniinifter to their tranquillity 
or confolatiori. 

Notwithftanding this painful reflec- 
tion, they were about to folicit admit- 
tance, when Baron T. obferved to Sir 
James, that he deemed it more prudent 
not to break in unexpedledly on Ma- 
demoifelle de Brinboc, as his prefence 
might naturally retrace to her mind the 
recollection of part; calamities, and that 
he would therefore poftpone his vifit 
until fome more favourable opportunity. 

Sir James acknowledged*the propriety 
of this hint, and, after parting with the 
Baron, defired himfelf to be announced 
to Madame de Rofcnfelfand Eugenie. 

No fooner did they hear his name 
than they ruflied to the door to meet 
him, and, forgetful of . accuflomed 
forms and ceremonies, they gazed in 
filence upon the Baronet^ with a mix- 
ture 
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ture of terror and expeOiation in 
their looks, as if they awaited from 
his lips the fentence of their final 
dooiTi. 

Sir James, on his part, was not lefs 
embarrafled for a time; he perceived 
how much was expetfed from him, and 
he knew how little he had to bellow 
but maftering his feelings, and afliiming 
a certain degree of comporure in his 
manner, he addrefi'ed I’ugfuie, whom 
he inftanily difiinguiflied by her re- 
femblance to Brinboc, and told her, 
that, not being able to fatisfy her enqui- 
ries concerning her brother, when he 
received lier letter in Scotland, he had 
come to town with the hope of being 
more fuccefsful ; that hitherto he had 
not been (p fortunate as to difcover the 
place of his refidence, or retiremenr, 
which, however, could not long remain 
II 3 con- 
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concealed, from whatever motive that 
concealment might have originated ; and 
he concluded bv entreating both the 
lifter and the friend of Brinboc not to 
give way to apprehenfions which, he 
made no doubt, it would be foon in 
his power entirely to remove. Here 
Eugenie apologized to Sir James for 
ihe diforder in which Ibe had accofted 
him, and prefenting, at the fame time, 
Madame de Rofenfelt, they returned 
him thanks for the trouble he hid taken 
to relieve them in their diftsefs ; but it 
was eafy to perceive that thefe ami- 
able women were rather grateful fur 
the concern which he difplayed in their 
regard, than tranquillized by the ar- 
gument he had ufed to difpel their 
alarms. 

Indeed, it would have been impoffible 
for the moft. indifferent fpeftator to have 

beheld 
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beheld them with unconcern : there was 
an awful folemnity in their looks, their 
words, and their whole deportment, 
which, while it indicated but too plainly 
the melancholy emotions of their hearts, 
rendered them a thoufand times more 
interefting than if they had been decked 
out in all the gaudy allurements of fplen- 
did but unfeeling beauty. Sir James 
ftrove, though with little fuccefs, to turn 
their attention from the caufe of their 
anxiety, to other obje£ls, and he men* 

tioned Baro^ T *s prefervation, and 

his intention ofviliting them, acircum- 
flance which feemed to afford Eugenie 
as much fatisfaftion as her mind was per- 
haps capable of experiencing at that mo- 
ment. He then withdrew, after urging 
every reafon that was likely to moderate 
their fearful folicltude,and, after dwelling 
at length on the favourable interprcta- 
H 4 tion 
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tion to be drawn from the abRnce 
of Fulgence, which, he faid, was, in 
itfelf a ifrong prefiiniption that no- 
tiling unfortunate had befalkn his luaf- 
ter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

As Sir James was returning to his own 
houfe, he was ftruck with a fudden 
thought, that perchance Brinboc might 
be with Lady Belmont, who had now 
deferted the rural beauties of Windfor- 
foreft, to fpend the autumn in the dud, 
noife, and buiUe of a watering place. 

To Brighton, therefore, did the Baro- 
net immediately difpatch a fervant on 
horfeback, bearing to his noble kinfwo- 
man a letter, in which he requefted to 
know if file could give him any informa- 
tion concerning the ftrayed Chevalier. 
Two months were elapfed fmee Lady Bel- 
mont had feen, and confequently fince 
Ihe had thought of our hero, and it was 
only by the aid of the fair Celeftina, 
H 5 whole 
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whofe memory was more tenacious on 
fuch occafions,thatihe recolle£led (he had 
ever known him, and (he ijjen fcribbled 
an anfwer, notifying her total ignorance 
in regard to Brinboc ever fince he had 
quitted Woodbine lodge, and dedring, 
at the fame time, in the event of his being 
difcovered, that he would have the rood- 
nefs to fay, whether he could procure 
feme huile antique from Paris, as (lie 
was not quite fatisfied with that furnilh- 
ed by her owm perfumer. 

The anxiety felt by Sir James during 
the abfence of his raelTenger, was not 
much relieved by this reply, and he had 
recourfe to every other device and ex- 
pedient which his imagination could 
fuggeft, not omitting that of advertidng 
in the newfpapers. Where he promifed 
a reward of fifty guineas to any one who 
(hould bring tidings of Brinboc, whofe 
perfon he took care to deferibe with ex- 

traor- 
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traordinary precifion. Not being more 
fortunate in this endeavour than he 
Had been in the many which he had al- 
ready tried, he began to defpair of fuc- 
cefs, and to turn his thoughts rather 
to the means of aflfuaging the aHlidion 
of Eugenie, and of Madame de Rofen- 
felr, than to perfevere any longer in 
a fearch, the fruitlefs iiTue of which 
ferved only to involve in deeper myf- 
tery the unaccountable abfence of him 
who was the objedl of it. 

Sir James’s frequent vifits to the dif- 
confolate ftrangers foon convinced him 
that folitude could only tend to increafe 
their grief; and, after repeated intrea- 
ties, he perfuaded them to leave the 
hotel, and to fix their abode with two 
maiden ladies, of the name of Malcom, 
relations of his own, whofe earned care 
and unceafing fglicitude it became to 
offer to their forrow every alleviation 
II 6 which 
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which pity could infpire, or fympathy 
fuggeft. 

Hopelefs as their fituation now ap- 
peared to be, it affumed, for a moment, 
fomething like a change, in confe- 
quence of the following incident 
Sir James was returning on foot one 
morning from the city, when, happening 
to pafs through Covent Garden, he 
thought he fpied, at fome diftance, the 
figure of Fulgence. Unmindful of 
any thing elfe, he immediately rulhed 
through the people who were aflemblcd, 
as ufual, in the market, and ftrove to 
lay eyes once more on the fuppofed 
valet of Brinboc j but the latter was 
already loft in the crowd, and the Baro- 
net, rendered more eager by this new 
difappointment, went into every fliop and 
flail in the garden, defcribing the perfon 
and country of Fulgence, in hopes of 
finding fome one who might know him, 

but 



M. DE BRINBOC. 


* 5 '/ 

but all to no purpofe ; and, in the courfe 
of his enquiries, he was greeted by the 
ladies who fell oranges and apples with 
certain animated apoftrophies, which we 
do not deem it proper or necellary to 
repeat. 

Notwithftanding the repulfive oratory 
of thefe unworthy daughters of Pomona, 
Sir James repeated his rounds in Covent 
Garden two or three fucceflive morn- 
ings, in company with Baron T — , 
until they concluded, from their little 
fuccefs, thaf the former mufl: have 
been deceived by his vifual organs, 
and they were returning, for the laft 
time, from the fcene of their refearches, 
when, turning round the corner of 
King-ftreet, they fuddenly met with the 
identical and much fought for Fulgence. 
The valet, mindful, no doubt, of his 
mafter’s pofitive injunftions, endea- 
voured to avoid them, and darted acrofs 

the 
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' the ftreet in order to gain the Piazzas, 
but Sir James, whofe fufpicions were 
rouzed by this ftrange and equivocal 
conduft, purfued the fugitive with the 
velocity of a tiger bent upon its prey, 
overtook him, and, grafping him by 
the collar, exclaimed in French “ Mi- 
fcrable, oil eft ton maitre * ?" 

To this interrogatory F ulgence made 
no anfwer, becaufe he was almoft in a 
ftate of ftrangulation ; but, lifting up 
his hands, he fignified, by geftures, 
that if the Baronet would pleafe to relax 
his hold a little, he would fatisfy his curi- 
ofity, and the condition being com- 
plied with, the unfortunate domeftic 
faid, “ Indeed, fir, I do not deferve 
this treatment ; if I fled from you, 
it was only in obedience to the ftrift 
commands of my mafter.” What 1*^ 
returned Sir James, “ is your mafter 
“ Wretch, where is thy mafler V* 

liv- 
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living ?— then I forgive the reft j— lead 
mo to him direftly.” 

'Fulgence, either confcientioully or 
politically, feemed to hefitate whether 
he Ihould attend to the Baronet’s or- 
ders ; but finding that he was not to 
be diverted from his purpofe by any 
plea or excufe, he bowed to the fway 
of the higher powers, and conduded 
Sir James and the Baron to the houfe 
of bondage. If their furprize was great 
at finding Brinboc in fuch a place, his 
was not lefs on perceiving that he was 
difcovered by thofe whom he fuppofed 
to be entirely ignorant of his fate. — 
Ah 1 Brinboc,” faid Sir James, *'what 
have I done to merit this want of confi- 
dence ? You are thrown into a prifon, 
and you not only refufe to call upon 
your friend for his afliftance, but even 
forbid that he fhould be made acquaint- 
ed with your fituation is this kind ?'* 

« Do 
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“ Do not reproach me,” replied the 
captive ; “ for I am fufficiently alhamed 
of my conduQ, which has been but one 
continued fcene of folly and indifcre- 
tion ever fince we parted : but, dear 
M’Corcodale, allow me to alk you a 
queftion which I almod tremble to prof- 
fer : how are — where are Louifa and 
Eugenie ?” 

“They are in London,” faid Sir James ; 
“ and as well as vve have any right to 
expect them to be, when every thing is 
confidered.” — “Thank God ! that they 
are fafe,” exclaimed Brinboc ; “ but, 
after all my follies, how fliall I venture to 
face them “ You will face them 
vaflly well,” faid Baron T— ; “ a court 
compofed of a filler and a miftrefs 
w'ould not be very formidable, even to 
a much greater culprit than yourfelf.” 
“ True,” refumed Sir James, “ the 
difficulty is not what you are to face, 

but 
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but how you are to turn your back 
upon this loathfoine raanfion, to effect 
which defirable purpofe it will be ne- 
ceffary to know how you came here.” 
ISrinboc then gave a fuccinft account 
of his adventure at M. de Lapipee’s, 
and of the confequences which enfued 
from that evening’s indifcretion ; and 
Sir James, in return, informed him of 
the anxiety that he had experienced on 
receiving Eugenie’s letter, and of his 
fruitlefs labours to difcover our hero 
until chance threw Fulgence in his way, 
whom he alfo thought it but juft to ex- 
culpate from any premeditated deftgn, 
or wilful breach of duty, in revealing 
the place of his mafter’s confinement. 
It was not without reafon that the Ba- 
ronet had bcftowed the epithet of loaih- 
fame on his friend’s prefcnt habitation ; 
for the latter being no longer able to 
pay the rent required of thofe who chofe 

to 
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to enjoy the profpeft of fteeples and 
chimnies, had been obliged to dcfcend 
to a room on the ground floor, which 
’.vas dark, damp, and dreary, only re- 
ceiving air and light through a fmall 
grated window, which looked to a 
back yard. However unwilling Brin- 
boc might feel towards entering into 
any arrangement with the perfon at 
whofe fuit he was detained. Sir James 
foon convinced him that there was no 
poflibility of his obtaining his liberty by 
any other means, and dt was refolved 
that a treaty fliould be immediately fet 
on foot with Mr. Manafle Reuben, in 
order to learn the price at which he 
would confent to his prifoner’s releafe. 
The Baronet likewife promifed to com- 
municate the glad tidings to Madame 
de Rofenfelt and Eugenie, with the 
neceflary precautions not to overpower 
their feelings with fuch unexpeftedly 

joyful 
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joyful intelligence j after which he and 

Baron T withdrew, leaving Brin- 

boc'to eke out another tedious even- 
ing in the cheerlefs folitude of his 
gloomy habitation. 
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CHAP. LVII. 

Notv iTTHSTANDiNG all Sir James’s 
precautionary meafures to prevent * 
too violent tranfition from mifery to 
happinefs in the minds of the fair fuf 
ferers, they indulged in the moft t - 
traordinary tranfports when they heard 
that they were to be blcfled once more 
with the fight of Brinboc, and they 
would have ruflied forth inftaiitly to 
catch him in their arms, had not tne 
worthy Baronet affured them that they 
would not be admitted to fee him, as 
no£l;urnal vifits were prohibited by the 
etiquette of prifons. 

This laft word founded dreadfully to 
Eugenie and Madame de Rofcnfelt; how- 
ever, they were overjoyed to find Brin- 

hnr 
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boc any where j and Sir James pledging 
himielf to accompany them the next 
inorhing, he left them, not to the plea- 
fures of reft, but to thofe of anticipa- 
tion. We are not afliamed to confefs 
that we are inadequate to the talk of 
delcribing the afl’eding interview which 
took place between Brinboc and his 
loving and beloved filter and bride: 
fuffic it to fay, that when the two latter 
paffe ’ from the raptures of exquifite 
delight to a more collefted ftate of 
mi; , their joy* was fomewhat abated 
c .'..ceiving the former’s altered looks. 
He was become very thin; his com- 
p’ on, never of the moll florid kind, 
was now of a fickly, fallow hue ; and his 
general appearance, both haggard and 
emaciated, befpoke corporeal indifpo- 
fition, as well as mental diltrefs. Thefe 
unfavourable fymptoms, however, were 
entirely attributed, by all prefeut, to 

the 
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the effefts of confinement^ want of ex- 
ercife, and depreflion of fpirits ; and as 
their caufe was about to be removed, 
no doubt was entertained of a fpeedy 
recovery, when committed to the fofter- 
ing care of the amiable Louifa and the 
gentle Eugenie. There was another 
fpedator who alfo received very great 
plealure from the propofed liberation 
of Brinboc, though his motives were 
not exaflly the fame ; and this was 
Mr. Manafle Reuben, whofe eyes gog- 
gled with wonderful vivacity when he 
found that there was a compromijhet as 
he termed it, in the wind. 

After a great many offers on the one 
fide, and a great many knavifh evafions 
on the other, the Ifraelite was induced 
to promife a renunciation of all claims 
on the prifoner’s perlbn and eflate, upon 
receiving the fum of fixty pounds, which 
was, at'leaft, three times as much as he 

had 
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had given for the bond, though he pre- 
tended to lofe a great deal by this par- 
gain, 

Frevtoufly to quitting the jail, Brin- 
boc did not omit to take leave of Mr. 
Fleddel, who faid that he Ihould feel no 
fmall regret in thus lofing his company, 
could he but fuppofe that the former 
was as indifferent to the charms of li- 
berty as he was himfelf ; and he like- 
wife added, that, being always at home, 
he fhould be truly happy to fee M. de 
Brinboc, whenever he might chance to 
pafs by that way. 

Fulgence, who had dreaded his maf- 
tet’s wrath, in confequence of having 
been inftrumental to his difcovery, was 
now almolt frantic with joy, on finding 
that every thing turned out fo well, and, 
in the height of exultation at this hid- 
den and unforefeen reverfe of fortune, 
he thought no more of the cook’s (hop, 
6 or 
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or of Madame Godiveau’s negleded 
rreffes. 

While Madame de Rofenfelt and Eu- 
genie returned to the Miffes Malcom, 
who moft finccrely congratulated them 
on the happy events of the day, Brinboc 
went with Sir James to inhabit again his 
old apartments in Grofvenor Square, 
until fuch time as his nuptials with the 
amiable widow (hould require a feparate 
edabliihment. On their arrival there, 
Brinboc found a letter from O’Rourke, 
in which the honeft Hibernian recounted 
how he had been induced to facrifice a fe- 
cond time at the altar of Hymen, by 
the irrefiftable charms ofhis own third 
coufin, Mifs Mary Moriarty, whom he 
had met with, blithe and blooming like 
one of Diana’s nymphs, on the banks 
of Killarney, and whom he meant to 
introduce, ere long, to the gaieties of 
London, ' where he hoped to have the 

plea- 
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pleafure of prefendng his bride to 
Madame as well as M* de Brinboc. 

' This matrimoay,’* faid Sir James, 
** has fomething epidemical in it ; one 
never hears of a couple being attacked, 
but another is fure to follow $ and I 
do not know but what I may catch the 
contagion myielfl* ~BriatK)c laugjhed 
at the baronet’s whimfical ideal and 
they then adjourned to Mift Malcolm’s*, 
to fpend the reft of the day with the 
ladies. 


VOL. HI. 
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CHAP. LVIir. 

7kERB are fbtne men wfaofe nature it 
is to doubt and befitate npon matters of 
minor imji^ytancey but who determine, 
vith the ta^ddity of bgbtning, when 
once they h^ve exerted their judgment 
on" fubjefte of deep mtefeft, and real mag> 
nitude. Perhaps this particular feature, 
in certain minds, may be no bad indica* 
tion of vigorous intelledt, the trued cha- 
rafteriftic of which is, the power of ex- 
panding orof contrafling itfelf in propor- 
tion to the (ize of the objeft or objects it 
has to contemplate, fince our rational 
hicttlties are folely finite in their opera- 
tions, becaufe fome of thofe objefls are 
too great, and others too minute for their 
infpedion; and he therefore may be con- 

fidered 
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fidered as approaching the neareft to 
perfedion, whofe mind has this fpecies 
df flexibility* or capacity of embracing 
its fubjedi-matter in the way peculiarly 
adapted to that matter* and which would 
be probably in fome degree inapplicable 
to every other. 

We do not prefume to defire the rea- 
der to attach any more belief to this our 
theory* than juft as much as he may 
think convenient or fuitabie to his own 
fyftem* for nobody is fo poor as not to 
.have one $ bu| merely to attend to the 
matter of fa£t, which is (mark the con- 
neftion) that Sir James M*CorcodaIe 
having had fundry opportunities of wit- 
neffing and admiring the manifold beau- 
ties* as well mental as perfonal* of Made- 
moifelle Hug^nie de Brinboc* b?d re- 
fplved, without doubt or hefltation {fide 
fuprd) to efpoufe the faid Mademoifelle 
Eugenie, provided he^id not find him- 
t ^ felf 
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felf in the fitUation of one of his friend 
O‘Rourke'8 countrymen, tvho, after a 
ilmilar refolution, difcovered that he 
only, had his own confent to the match. 

To obviate this and other difficulties, 
the Baronet wrote a letter to Eugenie, 
declaratory of his paffion ; a copy * of 
which having fallen into our hands, we 
here prefent it ttfthe public. 

Ttf Madmoijelle de Brinbec, 

** Were you, dear lady, twenty years 
older, or were 1 twenty'year^ younger, 
dfln what we really are, it would be im« 
poifible to enter upon the fubjef); of this 
letter without a long and laboured intro- 
duction. But the candour and inge- 
nubuthefs of your age, con^bined with 
the maturity of mine, impr^es me with 
(be belief, that the ftep which I aoi tak- 


ing, 


* rnsnufirifUi pints me* 
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iBg« will, not have the wiles and Ihifts of. 
afiedation to encounter on your fidej at 
the fame time, that on mine, it mud 
efcape from the imputation of juvenile 
raflinefs or inconliderate prefumption. 

** Ujpott tbefe grounds, I will dare to 
indulge in the hope, that if you are not 
pleafed, you will at lead not be offended - 
with, a declaration, of love from a man, 
whom you perhaps hardly yet conftdei^ 
in the light of a frmnd. Our accpiamt^ 
mme, I acknowledge, has been of no very 
Icmg duration, yet, in that.lhort perk>d, 
I have had innumerable .opportunities of 
remarking in you, all the qualities ami 
endowments which can conftitute the 
rood deferving of wives, and confer hap* 
pinefs on the man who may be blefled. 
with the podeilion of Eugenie. Full as > 
my heart is with thefe fentiments, I will 
not venture to obtrude them on one, 
from whofe bofom 1 have no' right ta 
I 3 expcd 
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expeSt the fmalleft tetitni) iheugh my 
hand, ihy fortune, and^my everlafting 
affedion, would be the feeble means of 
expreffing fome part of my gratitude. 

With one obfervation more, I ihall 
conclude this, perhaps, already too te- 
dious epiftle. The motive which, above 
all others, impels me to make fo fcdden 
a. declaration, is the wiih that it may 
meet your eye, before fome involuntary 
word or gefture . Oiall reveal a fecret^. 
wluch, while it is fuch^ ought to be in* 
viokible to every other human being, 
^cuinflances placed me in a fituation, 
vHth regard to your brother, in which 
it was iihpoffible for me, not to Ihew 
him thofe trifling civilities, that he was 
dadtkd to as a ftranger, independently 
of any other coqfideration. 1 know full 
well, that the noblenefs of bis mind, will 
lad him to rate thofe little attentions 
Hiflnitely above their reaWalue, and that 

his 
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his generqus difpofitioh would prompt 
him to repay them tep thou^d^fpld, 
were it ia his power. I alfo know how 
you love hini) and how you are beloved 
by him, even with the affeftion which 
ought to reign, and which only can ekifl:^ 
between fuch a brother and fuch a hfter; 
Shall 1 add the reflr? Fbrgive me, I be- 
feech you. 1 Ihudder at the idea of your 
determination being influenced By any 
earthly being. Ko, faired Eugenie^ it 
is from you alone, that t mud receive 
my final doom. Do not imh^ei that 
becaufe I have been abrupt, I wifli you 
to be precipitate } hr from it, I am iirili 
ling to evince, by patient ^rfti^ncei 
that my profeflions of atta^ihent am' as 
folid and fincere, as they may app^r 
hidden and unauthorized; and bf'thfi 
you c^ reft aflured, that though m^ 
profpeeis of future p^ce or wrmhed^ 
nefs, reft entirely upon your .'diedifion, 
1 4 'yet 
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yet nothing fliall ever diminifli the re- 
fpe£fc and efteem of your Uuly devoted 
“ J. M*Corcodai.e.” 

This. letter was written immediately 
after the vifit mentioned in our .Iaft 
chapter, and difpatched the following 
morning, from which time, until that of 
receiving an aafwer, the baronet’s bread 
was alprey to aH the torments of a(txiety 
and fufpence. Thefe torments, however, 
were exchange for fufferings of another 
when the anfwer was delivered to 
J^h^not by bis meflenger — not by any 
iftdifl^rat peribn — but by the only man 
he wilhed to have nothing to do with 
thec9rrefpondence-~by the Chevalier de 
Briidtoc. ** Here,” faid the latter, pre- 
lenting the note, here are a few lines 
from my lifter and turning away in a 
careleft manner, he left the baronet to 
digeft its contents ; which were as fol> 
lows: 
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To Sir y. M^Corcodale. 

, 1 am not at all difpleafed with the 

I'ubjeft of your letter, nor with the man* 
ner in which you addrefs me. Oh the 
contrary, f feel flattered with what I am 
at liberty to interpret as a diftindlion inr 
in my favour. It would argue the. 
greateit vanity in me to believe, that 1, 
am deferving of the many civil 
which you exprefs } but to fuppofe you 
fmcere in thefe profeflions, is an ad of 
juilice, which I cannot refufe ta your 
well known character and principles;. 
1 am not alhamed to add, that the ex- 
preflions of efleem and attachment, with, 
which you honour ine> have excited, 
fimilar fentitnents in thsX from 

ivhich pu did nof choofe to expeii any re- 
turn, ,;Thu 8 far havelau^ended to youc 
w'lihes,. !with. t^ pioft fcrupufous exa^ii- 
tude, for . yop receive your doom^ as yot^ 
15 term* 
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term it, from me alone. The delicate 
motives, which induced you to propofe 
condition, are my foie apology for 
savoring to it ; and, for the firft time in 
my life, I have ventured to take a ftep of 
importance, without confulting my bro> 
iher. As foon as this is clofed and feal- 
cdy he ftall be made acquainted with its 
contems, and be alfo the bearer of it, 
from yonr^s, &c. 

** Euoemib.*' 

The tmaffeOed fimplicity of this an> 
firer, convinced the baronet that he bad 
pot decayed himfelf in the high opinion 
yHlich he had formed of the hir writer’a 
good fmfeand judgment; and delighted 
with the ptofperous appearance of his 
love oMteems, he ran to Brinboc, who- 
had opened a b&ok, and feiaing him by 
dte hand, exclmmed with vifibfe emo* 
frem; ** Dear Bnnboc» have 1 done 

wrong ? 
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wrong ? have I been too precipitate ? da 
you condemn my conduft?’* “ No, 
generous man/* replied BrinboCt ** if 
any thing were wanting, to make you 
worthy of my admiration, that deficiency 
would be now compenfated for, in the- 
mod ample manner; and, heaven is wit- 
nefs, that I aik for no. other happine& in 
company with my Louifa; than that 
which 1 implore for you and Eugftaie*** 
This was indeed a moment high 
exultation to both the friends, but more 
particularly to Brinb6c,'oih whom tfa» 
fltower of go(£l fortude had fallen, with>( 
out his having the fma.llelb. not&aioii 
ftiTpioion ofSir James*^ intentions; until 
they were intimated to.htm thatmoroinig 
by his fitter, after fiw had pfevbdffy 
formed her own deieilmidatton, in. tfafi 
naannerrddted by herfeif.' > 
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CHAP. UX. 

Maoame de Rofenfelr, as may be ima- 
gined, was no indtferent fpedator of the 
fcene of haf^inefs which now feemed to 
unfold itielf before - her dear Eugenie, as- 
ibine ^ompence granted by the juftice 
of heaven, for the trials and fufferings 
which (he had endured in the caule of 
virtue, and for the prefervation of her 
kmoeenee. But Madame de Rofenfelt’n 
fiirprife was by no means equal to the 
fttisfoftion which this defirable event 
procured her for the fuperior fagacity 
of fomak penetration in matters of this 
Sort, -had enabled her to difeuver,- event 
in the roidft of her affliction for the fafv 
fofed lob of Brinboc, that his fitter’s 
worth and beauty bad made a deep im- 

preffiba 
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preflion on the baronet's heart, though; 
ihe did not then fuppofe, that the buii- 
oefs would be brought to fo fpeedy a 
termination. 

From the latter circumftance, (he took 
occafion to rally Eugeiue on the rapidity 
of her conqueft, and likewife to (ay in 
joke, that without the order foritBiinw 
boc’s banifhment from Berlin, Ite did 
not think (he (honid be hidf fo far 
advanced herfelf. 

But the qtfes, as (he weH knew, were 
widely different ; Sir James, without any 
incumbrance^ and mafter of an ampfo 
fortune, was at liberty to attend foidyto 
the bent of his mtlindtiona} while thd 
hero of thefe membit^/wi|hottt anydw 
tone, and unwilling to he an men«ii>i 
brance to bw (ifter, who was at that pot 
riod ftill in poiTeffion of the remnaht ^ 
their property, had much to rdvolve 
within his mind, before he eebld detetti 

mine 
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niine on aflbciatii^ any one elfe in the 
companionfliip of adverfity. He knew 
that Madame de Rofenfielt had been left 
a handfotne competency by her firft huf« 
btad, but as no feparate provifion had 
been made for her three children, he re* 
fledcd, that a confiderable portion of it 
muft devolve to them, at feme future 
poiod. For the prefent there was 
BO esifting difficulty, as the boy was 
left at the military academy, under the 
particidar care' of one of his paternal 
BBcIes, and the two little girls had come 
01^ with their mother, add would be> 
oome theohjeSs of his own fpecial atten- 
thm, aa iboa -aadie fliould have the ho* 
nour cf bemg’-’c^ed their ftep£atl»iv 
There waa <»letpei^, howdver, con^ 
aefied with this joyous group, though 
pc an iafenor order, who did not parti* 
^pate to the'fiitt in the general hilarity; 
atid Uus.was the trufty Fulgenee. W« 

mentioned 
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mentioned once befdre, that this paragon 
of valets had placed his affedions on 
lyiademoifelle Pauline* the waidng-maid 
of his mafter*s lifter, and we were alfi> 
obliged to bear unwilling teftimony to 
the inconftancy and broken faith of that 
perfidious Abigail* Poor F ulgence j who 
never dreamt of any fuch thing, wa^ 
both aftonilhed and afHi^l^, when, he 
beheld Eugenie in London* unaccomp:^ 
nied the object of his chafte amouc»| 
and he took the earlieft opportunity of 
inquiring about his much beloved Pau« 
line. Eugenie, as well from motives of 
decency* as from compaffion towards the 
vidim of ill requited love, endeavoured 
to foften the fad ftory as much as poftible, 
for it ^ been tranfmitted to her in all its 
native deformity by M. de Flavigny ; 
but (he fiud enough to convince the un- 
fortunate fquire of his milhap, or per- 
haps mord properly, of his kicky eTcape. 

Although 
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Although Folgence's indignation was 
great at this onnKrhed, but not unex> 
Smpied a£t of ingratitude, yet it was 
cafy to lee, that he could not dived him* 
felf all at once, of his accuftomed ten* 
deme& towards the unworthy idol of 
bis affedions ; he dropt a tear over the 
painfuf narrative of her aberrations ; and 
bad he been a favourite of the mufes, 
would probably have given vent to his 
feelings, in words foorething hmilar to 
tbofe of Tibullus : 

Perfida’^fid qmmvu ftrjida^ cara tamuL^ 



M. D£ BRINBOC. 


i8s 


CHAP. LX. 

Madamb de Rofenfelt and Eugenie* 
befides their introdudion to the other 
amufements of the Britifii capital by the 
MIfles Malcolm, were now initiated^ 
by the fame kind cbndudrefles, in the 
art of Jhi^ingy as pra^lifed by ladies of 
the firft ^fhion; wd the ’atoi^cai‘or 
pretence for tbjs fpecies ofmdnaif^ ea<^ 
tainment was thd purdhafe of fur- 
niture,' &e. for the houfe which was tb 
be inhabited by Brinboc and his fiiir 
bride. 

' When the evening Was not dedica^d’ 
to fome public place of amufetnent, ir 
was fpent at Mifs Malcolm'^ whither 
the gentlemen did not fail tp repair, ac- 
companied by Baron T— of one of 

ftm 
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two Other particular friends ; and then 
they revelled in that greated of human 
enjoyments, a lively, rational, and un« 
condrained converfation, the charms of 
which are unknown to the unhallowed 
vulgar of every degree, and which, like 
the fercne fky of a fummer’e afternoon, 
pleafe in themfelve?, az^ promife a 
focceffitw of : pleafures. $ir Jamee 
MfCofeodale. was the* better able to 
iodidgt 'hifitfelf and his friends in the 
this delightful intimacy, 
bficat^’tlte ieaibn was not yet fet in when 
t^,. loyng^ tlte loiterers, and . the va- 
rioiia .d^criptions of idlv s, leave . the 
watering'places, and other places of fri- 
vbious refort, to concentrate their for* 
cmjn the winter quarters of the metro* 
^^si> 

tW tectum of this annual inenda* 
(toil was at no great diftance, it was 
sefotved that the double nuptials fhould 

be 



Z>E BEINEOC. 


i«7 

be cdebrated as foon as poffible, in or- 
^cr to efcape, in fome meafnre^ the tirO' 
Ibidke congratulations of people vrho 
are always prodigal of thdr profeiBona 
of joy or forrow, becaufe they coft 
them nothing ; but as the faireft day 
is i^ten foUdUred by the moft tenspeftur 
ous weSs(har»*dfpecfaUy in oua change^ 
able climatCy (o thefe agreeable pr^p^edsi 
were overcaft by a deep gloom>. .which 
bad niKScly deftroyed for ever thojbap* 
jaaefs of dief^fobs over jHim'ilress« 
tended its influence.; 

We ^ dieationed' befoae: ’ thab ^ sAcni 
Adnboc*8 friends had Bifeoveced hibar 
in prifoh, they were greatly ftmck 
with the marked alteration that had 
taken place in his looks, but which th^ 
flattered-' themfelves would- difappear 
is foon as he was reftored to their 
care,, and to the blelEngs attendaint oh 
liheHy. 


Their 
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Thdr hopes, however, were not Ailr 
filled, by any means. Far from recovefr 
ing his wonted health and ftrengifav 
they both feemed to decreafe every 
day ; and this vifible decTtne was not 
confined to the powers the body 
alone, but fiwmed alfa to afieft the dif- 
pofinon of his mind. BrinbocV ’flow 
of animal fpirits was never of that out- 
rageous Und, which, after fikt^mng 
its poffefibr and all thofe about him, 
reaves agsdn in a finilar proportion, 
and leaves him flat and dry, lika^ the 
after an equinoxial lpriiig> 
tide ; but, at die moment we are dm 
bribing, our hero was funk in fpirits 
finr below bis natural level, and it was 
only in the prefence of Madame de 
Refeofelt and of Eugenie that be 
occafionally regained his accuftomed 
cbeerfolnels of manner. At laft the 
peccant' humours which were fieft fet 
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in motion during his confinement, be- 
gan to manifefi: their ravages in a more 
violent way ; and, by. a fiagular coin- 
cidence, it happened that Brinboc’s diC> 
temper obliged him to take to his bed, 
immediately fubfequent to a vifit which 
he and Sir James paid to Mr. Pleddel, 
as if the air of a prifon bdd fi>me pe- 
eoliar enmity with his coniHtution. 

Dr. Stuffer and Dr. Starver, two 
•eminent phyficians at the weft end of 
the town, were fent for i and each be- 
gan tQ prefcribe, and order i kind of 
treatment for the fick man, according 
to his own fovourite fyftem ; that is to 
fay, the former being a fiorid, plethoric 
looking gentleman, pronounced the 
•patient7s diforder to be the effe^l bf 
inanition, which could only be re- 
moved by a proper courfe of tonici, 
•comprehending generous wines and 
nutritious aliments. Dr. Starver, on 

the 
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tbe contrary, infifted that all diforders 
loere more or kfs to be attributed to in- 
OBtnperate Uving, and oonfequently re- 
conuoaended that the patient’s body 
■fliould be cleanfed from the impure re* 
•miUiM of luxurious' indulgences; after 
which, he £ud that he would undertake 
to enfiirc his recovery by means of cool* 
ing potions and a ^re diet ; and he en* 
forced this fort of do^ine, by alluding 
to rite gcxtd health which he enjoyed 
kiinlelf, and which, he. pretended, was 
ritefote fruit of abftemiourDefsi conquer* 
Jbtg the attacks of a confumptive difpo* 
frtion. 

Had dther of thefe modes of treat* 
mem been adopted implidtlyj it is more 
ritan probable, that oar talk would now 
be coined to writing BiuritocVefiatapb ; 
but, fortunately for hhn, be was fur* 
wnnded by perfoni who received the 
Injundions of the learned in pbyfic, rum 

gran9 
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gram falit, and at the end of three days, 
when the vblence of the fever fubfidetl^ 
a yellow tinge, which covered hia whole 
body, left no doubt this his malady was 
the jaundice, a difeafe which is faid to 
be fomettmes produced in pwfcms of bi- 
lious habits, by the concurrent caufes of 
anxiety and mental depreffion. 

If the progrefs of Brmboc’s diforder 
had been gradual, before it came to a 
crilis, its retreat was ftill more [dilatory ; 
and in the protracted ftate of debility, 
which accompanied his convalcfcence, 
he received no folace, but that which was 
conveyed to him by the company and 
converfation of his friends. Among 
thefe, Madame de Rofenfelt was of cbtlffe 
particularly fuccefsful in chaling awi^ 
the tedium of condnement ; and, indeed, 
it would have been difficult, -if not iifi. 
poffible, to have found any one fo (it for 
that office, even fuppOlhig that 4hc had 

been 



MSMOIRS OF 


Jjcen an indiffermtperfoii,only engaged 
tiy the oommon affidoities of friendihip. 

In the early part of tbefe memoirs, 
are paid a juft tribute to the endowments, 
as well perfonal as intelledual, of this 
diarming woman ; and whether (be had 
to prefide in a drawing room, or to di£> 
penfe copifort at the bed of ficknefs, her 
manner, her a£Uons, and her words were 
mmked sdike with grace, elegance, and 
propriety^ In the gentle Eugenie^ (be 
Saond, on the {wefoit occaiion, an affift- 
ant, whom the waraith,of fifterly affix- 
jtion bad ctmverted into a rival, in the 
wanicliaeft and folidtude .which they 
4}oth diffdayed, firft (or die recovery, and 
al^rwards for , the mtertainment of 
Bilaboc, during the hours of languor 
nad feelolion. Thefe are offices, upon 
i^b men may diicant at leifate, but 
which only women can perform with 
Hhe affuaging care and delicate attention, 

that 
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that would better entitle them t^ the ap> 
pellation of angels, than thofe external 
and fleeting charms^ which fometimes 
procure them that name from the 
mouths of fools and coxcombs. 

With a ferene confcience and a kind 
female nurfe, a fick room is not fuch a 
terrible place as many fuppofe it to be, 
at lead to thofe who are acouftomed to 
it ; and yet, thrice happy they who never 
flood in need of fuch comforts and alle- 
viations ! though Profeflbr Weppen- 
heimius of Stufgard is of. opinion, that 
in order to have a true reliflr for the en-' 
joyment of health, a man ought to be 
tormented with the pains of a radung 
difeafe, at leaft once a year. We have 
known fome robuft fceptics refufe to 
fubfcribe to the truth of the ProfeATor'a 
obfervadons, faha ianto viro dHfita re* 
verentia, 

. vot. ni. K But 



MEMOIRS or 


194 

But to return once for all, from this 
abomiiiable trick of digreiSng, towards 
which, it muft be allowed, that we haVe 
a powerful bias, in fpite of our unceafing 
efforts to reprefs fuch unruly propenfi* 
ties, permit us, indulgent reader, to pre- 
fent you with an account of the cataf- 
trophe which befel Monfieur Bernard!, 
the Illuming, with whom you became 
acquainted during Brinboc’s refidence 
at BerUn, the fame being related ‘by 
Madame de Rofenfelt, at the requeft of 
the Chevalier. It feems» that this illu> 
minated adventurer, not latisfied with 
the finlles of royal approbation, and un- 
difmayed by the cool return which he 
experiencedfrom Briaboc, when he pro- 
poled to initio the latter in the myfte- 
ries of the modem Cabala, had fought 
for profelytes among others with great 
fuccefs, until a Hop was piU to hit pro- 
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gref$ by the following accident. M. 
Bernardi bad aded as mailer of cere- 
monies to a young Sileiian nobleman, 
whom he introduced to the company 
and intimacy of the illuftrtous dead; and 
the confequence of aflbciating with fuch 
diilinguilhed perfonages, was an increafe 
of expence, which made the Sileiian 
draw for larger fums than his guardians 
thought proper to allow him. This cir- 
cUmilance awakened their fufpicions, 
and after a very minute and laborious 
inveiligation,*they difcovered at tad, that 
the far greater part of the money trailed 
for by the young nobleman, had gone 
intb the pockets of M. Bernardi, who 
had kindly undertaken to be banker for 
Plato, Seneca, Marcus Aurelius, and the 
other inhabitants of the Elyfian fields. 
Who came, by his invitation, to fpend 
their evenings at Berlin. As the IHu- 
mih€ had many fnends at court, it is 
K a protetble, 
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probable, that the whole affair would 
have been huflied up, but for the wrath 
of the young Silefian, who, in the hight 
of his indignation, at the grofs cheat prao 
tifed upon his credulity, publilhed his 
adventure to all the town, fwearing at 
the fame time, that if he caught his 
worthy preceptor, he would fend him to 
viflt, in his turn, the fhades below. This 
uproar forced the tribunals to take no- 
tice of the matter; and fome other tranf- 
actions, of a very queftionable nature, 
being brought home to M. Bernardi, 
bis protestors, who were alfo his diC- 
€iples,became afliamedof their connexion 
with fuch a fwindlin^ impoftor, 
abandoning the unfortunate Illumine to 
his fate, he was condemned to perpetual 
imprifonment in the caftle of Spandau, 
with no other company than that of the 
jailor, an^d the fpirits of the illtf/irieuf 
deadt who might chufe to vifit him ip 
his adverfity* 
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CHAP. LXL 

The fultana, in the Arabian N!ghf?> 
was not more folicitous to procure erf- 
(ertainment for her defpotic lord, than 
the friends of Brinboc, to charm the te- 
dium of his confinement, by their pre- 
fence and attentions. 

It happened, one evening, that our 
hero accufed Sir James M‘Corcodale of 
being in his debt ; and when the latter 
pleaded ignorance of the obligation, 
Brinboc reminded him of a promife 
which he had made, to favour him with 
fome account of his life, in return for 
the narrative which he had given of his 
own. 

“ I am perfeffiy ready,” anfwered 
the baronet, ** to comply with my pro- 
K- 3 mifej, 
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mifc, which) to tell you the truth, I had 
completely forgotten : but, I much fear, 
that it will not afford you or my fair audi- 
tors any great amufement, as I was never 
^gagcd in thofe marvellous adventures 
or romantic exploits, which conftitute 
the chief merit of individual hiffory.** 

** I alk your pardon,*' replied Brin- 
boc, ** if 1 do not affent to your ideas 
of the chief merit of perfonal narrative* 
In my opinion, a minute relation of won- 
derful adventures, can only be intereft- 
ing, inafmuch as it is founded in truth ; 
and when that is not the cafe, the recital 
of a fucceflion of natural events, fuch as 
might occur to any man, is far from 
bemg void of entertainment, and even 
of inftruflion, provided it is communi* 
cated in the manner in which you will, 
no doubt, acquit yourfelf. 

** To ftring together, a great number 
of wt^iderful incidenu, with little con- 

nexion. 
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nex’ion, and ftill lefs felicity of arrange- 
ment, is the daily labour of many a hun- 
gry fcribbler, whofe produ&ions are 
hardly known before they are forgotten, 
and which relemble thofe paintings, re- 
prefenting a motley and fantaftic aifem- 
blage of animals, books, utenhls, infects, 
mufical inftruments, and packs of cards, 
forming a whole, rather fatigubg than 
pleafing to the eye. 

Events, whether real or fiftitious, 
are the ground- work or Ikeleton of every 
narrative ; but to embody thofe events 
in their juft proportions; to conned! them 
by ftrong, though imperceptible nerves 
and ligaments ; and finally, to produce a 
whole, full of life and motion, is the ex- 
elufive province of genius, whether it be 
employed upon fubjedts of diminutive 
fize, or of coloflal ftature. In works, 
purely of imagination, the greater the 
fertility and variety of invention, the 
K 4 greater^ 
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greater, no doubt, is the merit of the 
compofer ; and yet, I am much inclined 
to queftion, if what we call invention, 
might not be termed, more properly, a 
clofe inrpe£tion of nature : the giants of 
Rabelais, and the Lilliputians of Swift, are 
certainly nothing but men- — mere nature 
-—caricatured indeed, to produce fome 
effe£k on the dull organs of the million. 
Unfortunately, we have not M. Bernardi 
here to raife the fpirits of the illujirtous 
dead, or, I am pretty certain, that the 
(hades of Fielding and Lc.Sagc, would 
confirm my hypothefis, and afTure us, 
with that fincerity, which is not always 
to be found in living autbor-s, that the 
moft admired portions of their works, 
were thofe in which they copied moft 
£uthfully from nature. Writers, who 
do not follow the fame track, may fur- 
prife, and even delight, for a moment ; 
but their fuccefs is purely ephemeral, 

and 
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Snd'if they are blefled with a good con^^ 
ftitution, they feldom fail to outlive their 
‘ tranfient reputation.’' 

Here Brinboc was interrupted by thef 
gentle Eugenie, who congratulated hint 
on the recovery of his ftrength, which' 
enabled him to talk fo much ;' and a$ 
he was not backward at taking a hint, 
the baronet was allowed to commence 
his narrative. 

** You do not know, perhaps, ladies/' 
faid Sir James, ** that in the part of the 
illand wbic;^ gave me birth, younger 
brothers are generally as flenderly pro^ 
Tided for, as they were with' you in the 
provinces of Britanny and Gdfcony $ 
though this circumftance does not par- 
ticularly concern myfelf, who am an only 
child; but 1 mention it, becaufe my hi- 
ther was the youngefl: fon of a baronet^ 
whofe title I now enjoy. My grand-- 
hither. Sir Archibald M*Gorcodale, was 
K- 5 more: 
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more than fufpeSed, of favouring, witb 
his wifhes at leaft, the exiled houfe of 
Stuart ; and after the battle of Culloden, 
when the fortunes of that ill-fited family 
were irretrievably loft, he retired en* 
tirely from fociety, to refide on his eftates 
in Berwiqkfhire. 

** There, in a land of Gothic magnifi- 
cence, he gave himfelf up to the plea- 
fures of the field and thofe of the table; 
and when the younger branches of his 
£iiaily, aware that they would become 
deftttttte on his demife, reprefented to 
him the neceffity of feeking fome mode 
of advancement in the world, he turned 
w?fii di^ft from their remonftrances ; 
hecaule hh pride revolted at the idea of 
their ftooping to commerce; and his prin- 
ciples would not allow him to fufier his 
hnu.to draw, their fwords in the fin-vice 
of the reigning monarch. But Sir Ar- 
chibald ms doomed to reedve a feverer 

wound 
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wound in this tender part, by the con> 
du£k of my father, who falling defpe- 
rately in love with the daughter of one 
of the moft zealous, though not moft 
opulent of the adverfe party, ventured to 
reveal his palfion to the old baronet. 
It is not in my power to defcribe the in* 
dignation of the latter, when he heard 
this unwelcome piece of intelligence ; 
and in the height of his anger, he poured 
forth the moft bitter imprecations againfl: 
himfelf, if ever he confehted to fo uiu 
natural an union. My hither was too 
well acquainted with the inflexibility of 
Sir Archibald’s charafler, to attempt any 
further expoftulation on the fubjeft; 
and while he appeared to fubmit to the 
didates of paternal authority, he availed 
himfelf of the peculiar facility, which the 
laws of Scotland prefent to clandeftine 
marriages, and he fecretly efpoufed the 
K 6 young 
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^oung and beautiful objeA of hU vlofent 
but iihprudent attachment. 

“ It was not long before my mother’s 
pregnancy impofed the abfolute necef- 
fity of declaring the nature ofher con> 
nd^on with my fiither to her own 
family ; and, as difgreeable tidings are 
feldom loft for want of a bearer, Sir 
Archibald was foon made acquainted 
with the whole ftory. He was then 
confined to his bed by the gout, and 
the irritation of mind produced by the 
account of his fon’s difobedience had 
fo fatal an efied on the old gentleman’s 
conftitution, that he had- barely time 
to make his will, when he breathed his 
laft, without chufing to be reconciled 
to, or even to fee my unfortunate father. 
Unfortunate he certainly was, as well 
as difobedient } for, in addition to the 
<ruel reflection of having accelerated, 

though 
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rhough unintentionally, his parent’s 
death, he was left deftitute of the fmatl 
|>Tovifion h& might otherwife have expell- 
ed ; and it was under this accumulation 
of gloomy circumftanees that 1 made 
my entrance on the ftage of life. A 
very flight inquiry into the ftite* of his 
inheritance foon convinced the fuccef- 
for of Sir Archibald that he was pof- 
fefied of little more than a title ; for 
the old Baronet*'s oftentatious mode of 
living had greatly exceeded the limits' 
of his income^ and afforded his heir 
ample room flsr exerciflng the virtue of 
eeconomy. This was a frefli difficulty 
to my father, who had now no other 
refource but that of perfons in his 
fituation, namely, entering into the 
army ; and he left his country never to 
return ; for he was killed in the firfl 
afHon in which he was engaged with 
the enemy. 


« The 
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. The predicament in which my 
mother Hood, after the lofs of her huC* 
hand, was truly pitiable. She had for* 
feited the regard of her own relations 
by marrying agunfl: their wiflies ; and 
ihe had allied herfelf to a family which 
was little able, and perhaps not very 
willing, to afford prote&ion to her and 
her infant child. I do not remember 
her any more than my father; and 
therefore 1 fpeak from report when I 
fay, that (he was of the moil mild and 
gentle difpofition, and^ confequently 
the lefs able to ilruggle with the trials 
of indigence and adverfity. Her deli* 
cate conftitution funk tthder the pref* 
Aire of thi» accumulared load, and I 
was bereft of both my puents before 
1 was four years old. 

** My uncle. Sir William, took charge 
of my education ; and when 1 was of a 
proper age he fent me to Weftmmller 
1 5 fchool. 
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fchool, where I remained for three 
' years. It is not eafy to reconcile this 
fte{4 with his fubfequent condud towards 
me ; for, at the expiration of the term 
which I have mentioned, the perfon in 
London to whofe care I was entrufted 
prefented me with a letter from Sir 
William, defiring that I would imme- 
diately leave fchool, and repair to the 
houfe of a merchant in the city, to 
whom I was to be bound apprentice 
in order to learn bufinefs. 

** I was not at all prepared for fo pe- 
remptory and uhexpeded an injun£lion ; 
and as I had already travelled over the 
mofi rugged and unpleafant avenues to 
fcience, with tolerable credit to myfell^ 
and as I was alfo juft beginning to ex- 
perience that love of knowledge which 
feizes youthful minds anyhow calculated 
for its reception, I ventured to expollu- 
late with my uncle in the mod refpeft- 

fiil 
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fill manner, and to requefl; that he 
would allow me to go to Oxford or 
Cambridge, in preference to the count' 
mg'houle of a merchant. 

** The anfwer to this humblie petition 
purported that I was an impertinent 
jackanapes, who wanted to make an 
ungrateful return for the favours al' 
ready bellowed upon me ; that 1 wifhed 
to imitate my grandfather in pride and 
extravagance } that if I fancied I was to 
be my uncle’s heir, 1 was egregioufly 
deceived, as he meant Ihortly to marry, 
and have a family of his own ; and I 
was finally ordered to chufe between 
an inllantaneous and unqualified fub- 
million to his delires, and the certainty 
of being abandoned to dilgrace and 
wretchednefs.^ 

Hard as the alternative then ap- 
peared to me, r was forced to embrace 
it ; and my removal to the merchant’s 

houfe- 
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houfe being efFefted, I exchanged Livy 
arid Virgil f'cr the day-book and ledger ; 
anti, inftead of amufing myfelf with 
Ovid’s epiftles, I was fain to copy letters 
of bufmefs, until 1 became almoll as 
ftupid . as they who had firft indited 
them. Thus did I moil on for a fpace 
of time that feemed to me equal to a 
hundred ages, when the feene became 
ftiddenly altered, by the cafual circum* 
fiance of one of the partners in our houfe 
going to form a new efiablilhment at St* 
Peterlburgh, and I was f«Ie<^ied to ac* 
company him in the undertaking. This 
was a new sera in my life ; inftead of 
labouring at the delk from morning 
till night, and being under the contfoul 
of an old avaricious curmudgeon, who 
thought he could never work his clerks 
fufficiently, my new principal, or rathes 
my boon companion, for fuch he proved 
to be, only . dedicated as many hours to. 

bull- 



aio 


RIEMOI&S OF 


bufinefs as was abfolutely neceiTary, and 
then forbid that the very name of com> 
merce fhould be mentioned, a regulation 
which 1 endeavoured to inforce to the 
utmoH: extent of my fecondary autho> 
rity. 

** This gentleman had long been no> 
ticed as one of the mod daHiing cha« 
rafters in the purlieus of the Royal Ex- 
change ; and hie tafte for the elegan- 
cies of life was rather increafed than 
diminiihed by his migration to the 
banks of the Neva. Our houfe was 
fumiihed in the moil fumptuous man- 
ner j the whole continent was laid un- 
der contribution to fumifli our wine 
cellar ; and princes and ambalTadors 
were loud in the praifes of our cook, 
whom they declared to be the moll ex- 
pert palate>tiekler in all the Ruffias. 

** Among the perfons of falhion with 
whom 1 was now in habits of intimacy, 

was 
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was our own mlnifter, Lord Frinkum^ 
whofe money-concerns we tranfa£ted, 
and who, in return, frequently honoured 
us with his prefence at dinner and fup- 
per. One morning, while 1 was en- 
gaged in the ofEce, * this extraordinary 
reprefentative of Majefty came running 
in, quite out of breath, and, taking me 
by the hand, exclaimed, “ My dear 
Mac, I am in the greateft diftrefs imo 
aginable : the fecretary to the embafly 
is juft dead. Having betted that he 
would drink a greater quantity of burnt 
brandy than General Baldrobowlki, he 
fell a y'l&im in the attempt, to the fupe- 
rior powers of this devil of a Mufco- 
yite } and what makes the matter ftilL 
worfe is, that 1 want to prefent a note 
to the Government, and not one of the 
other fecretaries can, write a word in 

* The word eguMing-boq/i it exploded among 
polke merchants. 

any 
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any language but Englifli : I fhall hd 
eternally obliged to you if you can affift 
me in this dilemma.** 

** I did not hefitate a moment in ten- 
dering my fervices to Lord Frinkum, 
with the performance of which he was 
fo well pleafed, that he offered to re- 
commend me for the Ctuation made 
vacant by the deceafe of the unfortunate 
brandy drinker; and I was too much 
delighted with the prcfpefb of being 
Completely delivered from the irkfome 
drddgery of a commetcial life, not to 
clofe Immediately with bit Excellency*! 
propofalt Still I deemed it both pru- 
dent and decent to acquaint my uncle 
with my unexpeded metamorphofis*, 
in return for which- piece of infor- 
mation 1 reedved a letter from him 
full of inve^ves and reproaches for 
my folly and ingratitude, in deviat- 
ing from the line of condudt which 

hi 
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had marked out for me, and de- 
firkig, at the fame time, that I would 
•cedfe to entertain any hopes of his fu- 
ture friendlhip, as he was about to 
•place his aSed:iou8 on a more tender 
:and deferving objetfl. 1 underftood the 
hint perfe£tly well, and reconciled my- 
felf to the menaced exclufion from Sir 
William’s fortune with great equa- 
nimity, which was, perhaps, fomewhat 
Arengthened by the hope that he would 
never carry it into execution. But be- 
fore 1 proceed in this relation, it may 
not be improper to explain the Angular 
•whim of my uncle, in forcing me to be 
of a profeflion to which he could have 
no perfonal or hereditary attachment, 
iince I was the Arft of the family who 
had ever been a merchant. The truth 
is, that Sir William, on fucceeding to 
his hither’s property, found it in fuch 
An embarra&d Bate, that he was ob> 

liged 
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liged to adopt certain plans of llrid 
oeconomy, which, originating in necef- 
iity, were afterwards continued through 
mere force of habit ; and, in conformity 
to this difpofition of mind, he refolved 
that 1 Ihould follow a profellion, in 
which my own induftry might fuper- 
fede the exertion of much liberality on 
his part. He likewife never meant that 
I Ihould inherit his fortune, or title, to 
both of which he was too powerfully 
attached not to wiih that they Ihould 
be enjoyed by his own immediate de* 
fcendants. I have been told that he 
paid his hlent addrefles to the females 
of the fame family for three generations, 
without ever daring to propofe- the 
queftion in an explicit manner, becaufe 
his defire of pollerity, on the one hand, 
was exadly counterbalanced by his 
dread of expence on the other. As 
foon as he fuicied that he had niuftered 

refo- 
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tefalotion enough to take a wife in good 
'earned, he was hire to be driven from 
his purpofe by the irrehftible temptation 
of an eftate to be fold in the neighbour- 
hood, or of fome lucrative tontine or 
canal projedl ; and I always conlidered 
thofe traps for my uncle’s covetoufnefs 
as the bed foundation for hoping that 
I (hould, one day or other, fucceed to 
the property of my ancedors. 

** But to refume the thread* of my 
ftory. 1 had not been many days old in 
my diplomatic career, when I difcovered 
that my place was not a finecure ; for 
Lord Frinkum being very properly con- 
vinced that he knew nothing at all 
about the matter, repofed the entire 
load of public bufinefs upon my ihoul- 
ders, in the fame manner as he had 
done before with my predecefibr. In- 
deed, in proportion as 1 became ac- 
quainted with his Excellency’s qualities,^ 

1 was 
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I vras filled with aftofaifhment that he 
ihould ever have been appointed to fill 
a fituation of fo much importance. He 
was idle, thoughtiefs, and diflipated ; 
he knew no more of the relative in< 
terefis of the different governments of 
Europe, than of thofe of the petty 
Aates of ancient Greece; and, to fum 
up his charader, he was even egre- 
gioully deficient in that high polifli of 
manners and captivating urbanity which 
is often of fuch eifential fervice in the 
management of diplomatic concerns. 
With this lad: mentioned qualification 
a man of nuddling talents may fome« 
times effedually forward the interefts 
of bis country, provided be has the aid 
of intelligent perfons about him : but 
without it, the moft able negotiator al- 
ways appears to great difadvantage ; 
becaufe be is certmn to fufier by un- 
fiivonrable comparifons. Out of a 

thou- 
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thoufand proofs which I might adduce 
iu. fapport of the faithfulnefs of my 
lord Frinkum*s portrait, efpecially with 
regard to the prominent feature of in- 
attention to his duty, I will fele(fl the 
following linking inllance : 

“ Juft as his lordlhip was fetting out 
one day to join the court at Tzarlko- 
Celo, a courier arrived from England, 
by way of Hamburgh, and prelented 
him with difpatches. He did not wait 
to examine their contents, but, putting 
them into bis ‘pocket, he afcended the 
box of his barouche, and drove away 
in a very mafterly manner; for both 
nature and education had deftined him 
rather for the iituation of a coachman, 
than for that of a minifter plenipoten- 
tiary. 

** About a fortnight after, another cou- 
rier arrived from London, by way of 
Stockholm, and, as Lord Frinkum was 
voju. iii> I. ftill 
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Aill abfent, I opened ^he difpatches, and 
found that they contained papers f 
the utmoft importance, ^u.. which ap> 
peared to be duplicates of others that 
had been already forwarded. Net hav> 
ing heard any thing of the firfl: fet, I 
concluded that they had mifearrir ; 
and, to preclude the podibility 
limilar misfortune, and* to prevent all 
further delay, 1 immediately threw my- 
felf into a carriage, and went poll hade 
to Tzariko«CeIo. But judge of my 
aftoniOiment, when, ligniiying the caufe 
of my vlfit, and at the fame t'” my 
apprehenlion led any bad confequences 
ihould xefult from the lofs of the former 
papers, his Excellency burd into a horfe 
laugh, and faid he would lay an even 
wager that the difpatches alluded to 
were thofe which he had received when 
leaving Peteriburgh, but which he had 
never fo much as opened, and which he 

had 
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had completely forgotten in the more 
entertaining amufements of the Impe* 
rial court, 'll -irft I could fcarcely be- 
lieve that I war. creating with a rational 
being, fo much was I ftruck with this 
unparalleled difplay offoliy and criminal 
negle^^ ^ and 1 do not exaggerate in 
faying, that if any previous difpofition 
to ill-will and mifunderftanding had ex- 
‘^ted between the two cabinets, the lives 
oi thoufonds might have been the dear 
forfeit of Lord Frinkum’s little forget- 
fulnefs. ica'nnot take leave of this ex* 
traordinary perfonage, without inform- 
ing you of the extraordinary way in 
wliicii he came to be made an ambaf- 
fador, and which to you mud be a le- 
gitimate fubjed); of curioiity. 

His lordfliip, imitating the laudable 
example of many illudrious youths, had 
not been five years in pofieifion of his 
edates, when this ample provifion be- 
L a came 
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came unequal to the demands of his 
creditors, and, after running the gaunt* 
let of bonds, mortgages, and ufurers, he 
was forced to ^pply to his father-in-law, 
to allift him in his difficulties. This 
prudent gentleman recommended him 
to go abroad, as the beft means of nurf- 
tng ills eflate ; and that he might not 
be quite unoccupied during his abfence 
from home, advifed him to afk for the 
poll of ambaffador. Lord Frinkum 
relifhed the propofal vaflly, but exprelTed 
bis fi^s left he fhould nof have intereft 
enough to procure the ficuation. To 
obviate this difficulty Mr.— ———wait- 
ed immediately on the minifter, and 
demanded the nomination of his fon-in- 
law to the embafty to Ruffia, which 
happened to be then vacant. 

“ The minifter, well aware of Lord 
Frinkum’s utter incapacity to fill fuch 
a place, or indeed any place in which 

talents 
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falents or common fenfe were requlfite, 
ftarted fome obje£lions to the propofed 

appointment ; but Mr.- — , who 

poiTefTed confiderable parliamentary in- 
fluence, befides being- member himfelf 
for the county of — — , inflnuating, 
pretty plainly, that he mud withdraw 
his fupport from the miniiler, (hould 
he be denied fo trifling a favour, the 
menace had its defired effefb ; for the 
lufl: of power overcoming every other 
conlideration iV the miniiler’s mind, be 
acceded to Mr. — — ’s folicitations,- 
and fent a fool to reprefent his fovereign 
in a foreign country. 

“ I have foreborne to fay any thing 
about Lady Frinkum, becaufe ihe re- 
turned to England on the plea of bad 
health, jufl: at the time that I became 
attached to the embafly: but the true 
caufeofher departure from Feterlburgh 
was the chagrin and difgud which Ihe 
L 3 con- 
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conceived at the ridiculous figure made 
by her hulband. After this you will 
not be furprifed to hear that I alfo 
came in for a tolerable ihare of fimilar 
emotions, and fhould certainly have 
imitated her ladyfiiip’s example, had I 
been entirely mailer of my own aftions. 

“An event, however, which concerned 
me much more neatly, relieved me, at 
laft, from my difagreeable fituation, and 
operated an endre change in my affairs. 
This event, as you may perhaps guefs, 
^15 ihc death of my uncle, tSir William, 
of which I no fooner received the news 
than I obtained leave of abfence from 
that mirror of ftatefmen. Lord Frin- 
kum, and embarked diredlly for Scot- 
land, in order to afcertain, with pre- 
cifion, the baronet's teftamentary dif- 
pofitions. 

** In a moment of extraordinary 
energy and refolution, my uncle had 
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entered into the (late of matrimony, not 
with a woman of his own rank in life. 
But with the daughter of an attorney, 
whom he faw one day, and whom he 
alked for of her father the next, to the 
adonilhment of the whole neighbour- 
hood. When a rich man of feventy- 
two marries a girl of eighteen, he is 
fure to be blelTed with an heir, and my 

*••••%♦ r*- 
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her gratitude for the honour which- (he 
had received, prefented her fpoufe with 
a fine boy imfomething lefs than feven 
months from the date of their nup- 
tials. 

** All was now joy and fedivity 
at M’Corcodale hall, and what with 
drinking caudle and entertaining gueds 
on the one hand, and fecret vex- 
ation at the increafe of expences on the 
other, the old gentleman did not fur- 
inve his good fortune many weeks, and 
L4 by 
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by his will, be bequeathed the ufufruvl 
of his whole fortune to his wife, during 
the nonage of her fon, and a handfome 
jointure for the remainder of her life. 

** Such was the account which was 
delivered to me, when I viiited the place 
of my nativity } and as there was no- 
thing in it iufEciently flattering or con- 
folatory, to induce me to prolong my 
flay, I fei out for Edinburgh, wlicic > 
recounted my adventures, not omitting 
my laft difappointment, to an old fchool* 
fellow, who now ranked high on the lift 
of advocates.” 

“ Hearkee, M‘Corcodale,” faid Mr. 
Carruthers, ** for that was my friend's 
name, we profeflipnal men, do not give 
up our claims as eafily as you appear in- 
clined to do i we generally furvey a thing 
of this fort in twenty different ways, be- 
fore we abandon it altogether; and 
though 1 am not one of thofe who fee 

every 
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every thing in the worfl: point of view, 
1 cannot help thinking, that there is 
fomething odd and myfterious through- 
out this whole bufmefs ; an old man, in 
a Hate of dotage ; a fon and heir born 
in an unufually Ihort time; and a will, 
drawn up by an attorney, fo nearly con- 
nected with the perfons advantaged by 
the will, form ail together a rough Iketeh, 
which might be filled up with great fuc- 
cefs in a lawyer^s brief. I have now 
fome days of leifnre before me, which I 
will dedicate* entirely to your fervicer 
what fay you to a trip back into Ber- 
wicklbire, where we may invelligate the 
aflfair a little better 

*‘'Had this propofal come from any 
other quarter, I fiiould have fuppofed, ' 
that it contained nothing but a fnare, to 
draw me into a law.fuit ; but, befides, 
that I was well aflured of Carruthers’s- 
friendlhip and honourable principles, my-> 
L 5 dr-- 
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circumftances were not fuch, as to hold 
out any very tempting bait, even to the 
snofl: hungry and rapacious of the whole 
tribe. Still, I was not fanguine in the 
matter, for, to fpeak candidly, I could 
not perceive the fmalleft likelihood 
of fuccefs in our endeavours; but as 
there was nothing to be loft by purfuing 
them, I feemed to acquiefce in my 
friend’s opinion, and we fet out upon 
our journey of difcovery. 

** My companion having procured a 
copy of the will, fell to examining it with 
as much earneftnefs as if he had been 
peribnally interefted in its contents ; but 
in fpite of the peculiar talent, with which 
gentlemen of his profelHon are gifted, 
for finding out flaws and informalities 
in compofitions of that fort, he could 
light upon nothing which afforded the 
fainteft hope of its being fet afide in a 
court of juftice, thanks to the legal abi- 
lities 
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Hties of Mr. Attorney. As for my part, 
1 enquired into every drcumftance, that 
had either preceded or followed my 
uncle’s marriage ; but though the whole 
country agreed in calling him an old 
fool, for what he had done, ftill no one 
would politively aiiert, that Sir William 
was in an abfolute ftate of idiocy at the 
rime of making his will. While we were 
engaged in thefe refearches, 1 received a 
mefiage from the baronet’s relift, de^ 
firing an interview with me at M*Corco- 
dale>hall y and if I was furprized at this ' 
invitation, I was yet more fo at the man* 
ner in which flie received me. 

In the whole courfe of my life, I 
never met with a more artful and de- 
figning woman than my uncle’s widow; 
and notwithftanding her youth and little 
intercourfe with the world, (he was a per- 
feft adept in all the wiles of diffimula- 
tion. On my firft appearance, Ihe Ihed 
u 6 a few«' 
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a few tears, as if my prefence had re- 
vived in her memory, the tender recoU 
le&ion of her dear departed fpoufe. She 
then aflured me, that (he was greatly dif- 
treiTed at the har(h treatment which I 
had experienced from my uncle; that 
were it in her power folely to confult her 
own feelings in the cafe, (be would gladly 
(hare with me a part of Sir William’s 
property ; and (he concluded, by throw- 
ing out fome very intelligible hints of a 
difpofition on her part, to renew with 
the nephew, the kind of connexion, 
which with the uncle had procured her 
fo much happinefs. 

** I had need of all my prudence and 
forbearance, not to treat this (hamelefs 
propofal, with the expreilions of. indigna- 
tion which it deferved but contidering 
the character of the perfon I had to deal 
with, I refolved to meet her on her own 
ground.) and returning a calm, though 

evaldve 
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evafive anfwer, which (till left a door opeii 
for further negotiation, 1 took my Irave 
of this worthy follower of the celebrated 
Ephellan matron. The fequel' of my 
ftory will prove, that I was not wrong in , 
this determination ; for, mod probably, 
the artful widow’s intention was, that I 
fhould fo commit myfelf, by an impru* 
dent correfpondence with her, as to leave 
it in her power to drive me from the 
country with ignominy, whenever Oie 
Ihould think proper fo to do* 

“ Carrut/ters and myfelf, being per^ 
fuaded of the inutility of remaining any 
longer in Berwickfliire, we were on the 
point of returning to Edinburgh, when 
I was told that the minifter of the gofpelj 
from a neighbouring town, wanted to 
fpeak to me. He alked me, if I was ne* 
phew to the late Sir William M*Corco* 
dale; and, upon my anfwering in the 
affirmative, he defired to confer with me 
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in private. The good man prefaced his . 
difcourfe by remarking, that the ways of 
Providence were infcrutable, and that it 
ibmetimes raifed us from the lowed abyfs 
of dejeftion, to the height of worldly 
profperhy, which however was nothing,- 
compared to the happinefs referved for 
the ele^ hereafter. He then told me, 
that the caufe of his vifit, was an occur- 
rence, which would exemplify in part, the 
troth of the above doflrine ; and in vir- 
tue of which, 1 might conUder myfelf as 
the only lawful heir, both to the title and 
eftates of my deceafed uncle. 

** I dared, when I heard the minider 
talk in this manner, ai^ I began to think 
that he had been fet on by my enemies, 
either, to banter me, or to inveigle me 
into fome aff of imprudence ; but the 
worthy pador chided me for my impa- 
tience, which he faid, was the child of 
levity and the parent of mifchief; and 

after 
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after this gentle rebuke, he related the 
circumftancesy to which he had already 
alluded. 

** He had been called, the preceding, 
evening, to one ol his parifliioners, who 
was fuppofed to be polling fa-ft to eter- 
nity j and when he attempted to offer 
him the fpiritual comfort, ufual on fuch 
occalions, he found the lick man’s mind 
prepoflefled with the ftrange notion, that 
one half of the infernal legions, were 
drawn up in a hollow fquare, ready to 
feize upon hfe foul, as- foon as it fhould 
depart from bis body. After fome dif- 
ficulty, the minifter extorted froth him 
an avowal, that the caufe of this terrific 
idea, was the remorfe which he felt, in 
having been acceflary to a fcheme of 
fraud and villainy; that he had been 
privately married, for feveral months, .to 
the attorney’s daughter, previous to her 
union with my uncle, Sir William ; that 
15 he 
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he had been induced, by promifes of a 
handfome provifion for Kfe, not to reveal 
this fecret; and what was of ftiil greater 
importance, that he was in polTeflion of 
a letter from the young woman, in which 
file urged him to declare their marriage, 
becaufe ihe found that (he was pregnant 
of the child, which fhe afterwards palm<- 
ed upon the credulous baronet, as the 
fruits of their own wedded love. 

** Thisletter,V continued the minifter, 
** is now in my hands; and I recommend 
to- you, not to lofe time in uflerting your 
rights, and likewife to fhew your gratU 
tude to heaven, by applying your for- 
tune to good purpofes, inftead of con- 
fuming it in fealling, riot, and debau- 
chery.” 

I promifed to follow the reverend 
pallor’s advice in both points, and im- 
mediately communicated this good news 
io Carruthers, who was almoft as much 

overjoyed. 
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overjoyed as myfelf, and we returned 
forthwith to Edinburgh, in order to 
ccmmence the neceffary proceedings, for 
infuring the interference of juftice in ray 
behalf. 

“ As a detailed account of thefe pro- 
ceedings would not afford you much 
amufeiiient,fullicc it to fay, that ray claims 
were admitted to their fulled; extent} 
that the attorney’s daughter was corn- 
pelled to refume her humble fituation in 
life, with the additional mortification of 
being hated, for the airs (he had given 
herfelf during her profperity } and that 
the little gentleman, who was to have 
elbowed me out of my title and eftate, 
was declared to be a bafe-born bantling, 
unworthy of being engrafted on the il> 
luftrious (lock of the M‘Corcodales. 

“ To crown my good luck, I found 
that 1 was deftined to reap all the fruits 
of my uncle’s econoralcai plans and par- 

fimoniou& 
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.iimonious difpcfition, which had more 
than trebled his paternal property, and 
which now put me in pofleliion of a clear 
income of ten thoufand a-year. This 
was, no doubt, a great change in my 
affairs ; but Hill greater was the change 
which I experienced in the manners and 
attentions of others. The poflman came 
loaded to the door, every morning, witli 
letters of congratulation, from perfons 
uhoin I had never feen ; and as many 
more begged leave to be admitted to the 
honour of confangultiity. The very 
-fame people, who, a few months before, 
bad paiTed me by unnoticed and un- 
heeded in the crowd, now overwhelmed 
me with difgufling civilities, till unable 
to bear any longer this unceafmg dif- 
play of impudence, mingled with fervi- 
lity, I quitted the country, and fought 
for the more defirable lot of compara- 
tiiKe obfeurity, in the great vortex of the 

metropolis.^ 
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metropolis. But I had made an erro-. 
iieous calculation, in fuppofing that even 
*Ke magnitude and buftle of London 
could afibrd me a fafe afylum, from the 
attacks of invincible alTurance and per* 
fevering fclfdntereft ; and, in a fliort 
time, my porter’s lid exhibited fuch a 
copious catalogue of northern names, 
zz v.'CuId have induced a common ob* 
ferver to fuppofe, that I had been ap- 
pointed prefident of the Board of Ccn- 
troul, or governor-general of Bengal. 
It is incumbent on me, however, to make 
an honourable exception, with regard to 
my couftn, Lady Belmont, whofe houfe. 
was ever open to me, as well in the early 
as in the latter part of my life, and 
whofe civilities were neither increafedi 
nor diminilhed, by the fuddea changes 
of fortune, which it was my lot to ex- 
perience. This goes to prove, that cer- 
tain, 
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tain oddities of manner, and peculiarities 
of chara£ler, are not incompatible with 
a good heart and a generous difpo- 
lition. 

“ As to the fubfequent part of my 
hiftory, I think it hardly worthy of men* 
lion, fince it has been confined to a dif- 
charge of ray parliamentary duties, and 
an indulgence in thofe literary pu. 'nitff, 
for which I have always pr^ferved a 
rafte, both in the hurry of bufinefs, and 
amidil the blundiuiments of pleafurc and 
diflipation# 

** When I kt out, laft fummer, upon a 
tour to the continent, I promifed tnyfelf 
conftderable fatiefaflion from my jour* 
ney, and in that expeffation, I was not 
difappointed : yet, I candidly confefs, 
th a t 1 was far from forefeeing, that it 
would be the means of making me ao 
<|uainted with perfons, from whofe for 

ciety,, 
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ciety, 1 have already derived fo much en- 
joyjnent; and, in particular, with one 
perfon, from the continuation of whofe 
favour the whole happinefs of my life 
mud ultimately depend.’* 
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CHAP. LXn. 

The ftroke of gallantry, with which the 
baronet concluded his narrative, occa* 
fioned a delicate fuifufion on the cheeks 
of the gentle Eugenie, that did not efcape 
the notice of his other hearers, and thar 
rendered her more interelling than ever. 

In the courfe of a few days, Brinboc’s 
health was fo much improved, as to ad- 
mit of his going out ; and he had been 
with Sir James, to pay a vilit to fome 
friends, in the neighbourhood of Hamp- 
ftead, when returning through fome of 
the word parts of the town, the car- 
riage was ftopped by a vaft concourfe 
of people, at the corner of a narrrow 
Itreet, near Sr. Giles’s. Brinboc, impa- 
tient of delay, and defirous to know the 

caufe 



M. DE BRINBOC. 239 

>caure of this detention, looked out of the 
window, and perceived a man, mounted 
pn a cobler’s ftool, at the door of a por- 
ter-houfe, and haranguing the mob with 
mod extraAragant gefticulations ; while 
the rabble, in return for his eloquence, 
frequently faluted him with handfuls of 
mud and filth from the kenneh Our 
hero and his friend were about to pro- 
ceed, when their curiofity was farther 
excited, by hearing the orator vociferate 
the words liberty, equality, and regenera- 
tion ; and defiring the coachman to fiop, 
they caught a glimpfe of the fpeakcr, 
juft as the vehemence of his adion had 
made him lofe bis balance, in confe- 
quence of which, he was hurled from his 
roftrum to the ground with extraordi- 
nary violence. 

Fearful that the unfortunate devil 
might have received material injury by 
bis fall, Brinboc and Sir James imme- 
diately 



MEMOIRS Of 


240 

diately alighted, and had him taken into 
the ale-houfe, where, in fpite of the in* 
cruftation of dirt, which covered the phi- 
lofopher’s face, they recognized the fea- 
tures of their old acquaintance Halfatz. 
Upon enquiry, they learned from the 
mailer of the houfe, that this celebrated 
metaphyllcian had been his lodger for 
fome time, and that, notwithllanding the 
difficulty with which he exprefled him- 
felf in Englilli, he had been confidered 
as a very great man by fome of his cuf- 
romers, efpecially by thofc members of 
th^ correfponding fociety, who were in 
the pra£lice of frequenting his houfe*. 
He alfo added, that Halfatz was in the 
daily habit of drinking great quantities 
of fpirituous liquors, which he fuppofed* 
had aife&ed bis intelleds, as he had lat- 
terly manifefted fymptoms of infanity, 
which had induced the publican to defire 
bis guell, that morning, to feek for a 

lodging 
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lodging elfewhere ; but that the philo- 
fopher had anfwered in a rage, that every 
thing was common property among re- 
generated nations, a pofition, which he 
was endeavouring to prove to the multi- 
tude, when Sir James’s carriage was 
flopped in the flreet. 

While the man was delivering this ac- 
count, Brinboc obferved, that Halfatz 
bled pretty copioufly from the nofe and 
head, in confequence of the contusions 
which he received in his fall, and he de- 
fired that a furgeon might be fent for, to 
drefs his wounds. He then drove to 
make himfelf known to the metaphyii- 
cian ; but the latter feemed to be com- 
pletely out of his fenfes, and to have lod 
all recolledion of both the gentlemen. 
When the furgeon arrived, and attempt- 
ed to examin e his head, he became more 
outrageous than ever, and probably fan- 
cying that he was in the a& of florming 

VOL. III. M the 
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the fiaftille, he called the ale-houfe 
keeper by the name of De Launay, and 
ordered, in French, that he fhould be 
hanged immediately at the lamp-poft. 
It was now neceffary for feveral perfons 
to hold him down, while the furgcon 
was applying the proper remedies to his 
ems and bruifes ; in the performance of 
which, having occafion to take a piece 
of written paper out of his pocket, Hal> 
fatz fwore that it was a lettre de cachet^ 
which, however, he fet at defiance, fmce 
the reign of defpotifm was at an end. 
Judging from this language, and the 
other circumllances already related, the 
furgeon pronounced his patient to be 
mad, and intimated the neceflity of hav- 
ing him removed to a proper place of 
confinement. Sir James and Brinboc 
were too well convinced of the jultice of 
this fentence, to offer it any oppofidon, 
and they faw the unfortunate philofopber 

carried 
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carried oiF to a mad-houfe j there, in all 
probability, to terminate the remainder 
of bis lingular and miferable life. 

When Brinboc recounted his morning 
adventure to Madame de Rofenfelt and 
his lifter, they both feemed to commife- 
rate the wretched fate of Halfatz, whofe 
wild fchemes of reform were likely to 
end in Bedlam, where indeed they might 
have been fufpefled of having origi- 
nated. 

** Though I am likewife inclined to 
pity, in any .individual,” faid Sir James 
M‘Corcodale, ** fo ferious a calamity 
as the privation of reafon, ftill 1 cannot 
help obferving, that this foreign philo- 
fopher appears to have trefpafled a little 
on the rights and privileges of my coun- 
trymen. 

“ An Englilhman hardly ever goes 
mad upon any fubjeds, except religion 
and politics. He no fooner begins t 
M 2 get 
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get a twift in the head, than he falls to 
iludying the Apocalypfe with unremit- 
ting attention ; and the fruits of his lu- 
cubrations are ufually, either a learned 
treatife, to prove that the pope is Anti- 
chrift; or elfe a polite epiftle to the 
King, offering himfelf for the place of 
prime niinifter ; or, perhaps, demanding 
one of the princeffes in marriage, out of 
regard to the general good of the nation. 
Such, commonly fpeaking, are the 
ihapes in which mental derangement 
manifeds itfelf in England ; though the 
late revolutionary mania has, I believe, 
extended thofe bledlngs to fome other 
countries, where an immoderate ffudy 
of the rights of man, has produced effefls 
flill more ftrange and didrefling.” 

Brinboc fmiled at the comparilbn, and 
mentioned a cafe in point, of the celebrat- 
ed Mademifelle Theroigne de Mericour^ 
who, after taking a confpicuous part in 

the 
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the early ftages of the French revolution, 
was now confined to a mad-houfe. He 
Added, however, with a more ferious 
countenance, that there were many, who 
had not even this excufe to allege, in 
extenuation of the crimes and excefies 
which they had committed. 

This converfation, which took place 
at the Mifies Malcoms, was interrupted, 
to the great furprize of all prefent, by 
the unlooked for appearance of M. de 
S. Didier. The illuftrious fcene painter 
had heard of.Sir James’s arrival in town, 
and being very defirous of cultivating 
his acquaintance, he had gone, without 
lofs of time, to pay him his refpefts; 
but not finding him in Grofvenor-fquare, 
he followed’ him, without ceremony, to 
a houfe where he had never been in his 
life. Here the Gafeon indulged in his 
ufual volubility of fpeech, paid the ladies 
abundance of compliments, though he 
M 3 had 
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had never feen them before ; and fuc- 
ceeded at laft, by a fingular mixture of 
impudence and originality, in procuring 
to the company a confiderable lhare of 
amufcment. Being about to withdraw, 
S. Didier whifpered in Brinboc’s ear. 

My dear friend, I only heard of your 
misfortune, when it was too late to be 
of any fcrvice to you, or to give any 
proof of the fincerity of my attachment 
to my old fchooUfellow : but you will 
not be forry to hear, that that fcoundrel, 
Lapipee, has been fent out of the coun* 
try, under the Alien Ad ; a good deed, 
to which. I am proud to fay, I contri* 
buted my fhare,' both from a fenfe of 
public juliice, and as fome confolation 
to you, who were the vidim of his vil- 
lainy.” 

Brinboc made no reply to this kind 
declaration j and Sir James, on his re- 
turn home, defired to be always denied 

to 
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to S. Dldier ; not out of any diilike to 
the man, but becaufe he forefaw, that if 
the fcene painter was once admitted into 
his houfe, there would be no end to his 
vifits j which, however they might amufe, 
at great diftances from each other, would 
be fure to tire and difgud, on frequent 
repetition. 


M 4- 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

Our hero’s health being now com- 
pletely re-eflabliftied, and the lioufe 
which was taken by him and his bride 
being quite ready for their reception, a 
day was appointed for the celebration of 
the double wedding. It had been refolv- 
ed at (rrlt that no one Ihould be prefent 
at the folcmniry, except Baron T— ■ 
and the Mifles Malcom, to the former 
of whom was afligned the office of 
giving away the two ladies, while the 
latter were to adl in the capacity of 
bride-maids j but Mr. O’Rourke (of 
whom we have fo often fpoken before) 
chancing to come to town in the in- 
terim with his young wife, they alfo 
petitioned him to affifl at the ceremony. 

In- 
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Indeed, both Eugenie and Madame 
de Rofenfelt were charmed with the 
manners and converfation of Mrs. 
O’Rourke, who, befides being extremely 
pretty, united to the ufual vivacity of 
her countrywomen a great deal of good 
fenfe and good humour, which made 
her company very defirable, In ad- 
dition to thefe qualifications, ilie like- 
wife polTeded a certain degree of Hi- 
bernian accent, which, though per- 
haps not fully appreciated by the fo- 
reign ladies, was not thrown away upon 
thofe who have a talle for fuqh kind of 
embellifhments. 

The reader is not to infer from 
hence, that Madame de Rofenfelt and' 
Eugenie were not competent miftreffes 
of the Englilh language, an advantage 
for which they were principally in- 
debted to the circumftance of having 
been educated in the convent of Eng- 
M 5, lift 
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lifil nuns at Paris j but then it feldom 
happens that the ear of a foreigner is 
fo nicely formed as to be able to per- 
ceive a flight variation from that pecu- 
liar cadence of voice which belongs 
particularly to each language^ to the 
cxcluflon of all others, and indepen- 
dently of provincial words, or idioms. 
To return to the candidates for Hy- 
meneal honours, every thing appeared 
to favour their wiflies, and the gales of 
profperity Teemed to have fet in at lalt, 
in order to waft their barks to the 
fliores of human felicity j but vt un- 
forefeen accident had nearly dellroyed 
this flattering profpefl, and over- 
^vhcimed, in irremediable misfortune, 
the perfuns mod deeply concerned in 
this icheme of happinefs. 

It chanced that winter that the froU 
commenced rather earlier than ufua],and 
Sir James M’Corcodale having contrad- 

ed, 
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ed, during his refidence in Ruffia, a great 
partiality for the diveriion of Ikating, 
he went out one morning to indulge in 
his favourite amufement. Brjnboc ac« 
companied the baronet to the Serpen* 
tine River, in Hyde Park; but being 
no proficient in this invigorating, though 
often dangerous exercife, he contented 
himfelf with walking on the banks of 
the frozen river, and obferving, with 
confiderable pleafure, the mazy evolu- 
tions and elegant attitudes of thofe 
who glided along its flippery furhtce. 
It is probable that the fkaters, in their 
eagemefs after pleafure, had not waited 
till the ice was every where fufficiently 
flrong to bear their weight ; for Brin- 
boc’s attention was fuddenly roufed by 
piercing fhrieks, emitted by feveral per- 
fons at once ; and, calling his eyes to 
the fpot from whence they came, he 
beheld, with horror, the friend of his 
M d heart 
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heart finking into the watery abyfst 
which its brittle covering had fuddenly 
opened under his feet. 

Regardlefs of his own fafety, and 
forgetful of every perfonal confideration, 
Brinboc difengaged himfelf in a mo* 
ment from his outward apparel, and, 
rufhing forward on the ice amongft 
the appalled fpedators, each of whom 
now trembled for bis own fecurity, he 
arrived at the fatal fpot, the verge of 
which he no fooner touched than the 
ice gave way a fecond time, and he 
was likewife precipitated into the river. 
Fortunately for them both, Brinboc was 
an excellent fwimmer, and, after plung- 
ing twice inefiedually, on his third 
re-appearance he brought up Sir James, 
whom- he grafped by the hair with one 
hand, while with: jhe other he caught 
hold of a rope, tbroRra to.him from the 
(bore, by means of which he drew the 
^ almoll 
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lituation. 

It was fotne time before Sir James 
recovered his fenfes ; and when he did, 
the firft ufe he made of them was to 
aik for Brinboc. Probably the image 
of the latter bounding forward to refcue 
him from deftrudion, was the laft idea 
which had prefented itfelf to his .mind 
immediately previous to the fufpendon 
of his faculties, and upon their revival 
it (till held its place in his memory, and 
produced this queition, expreifive of 
appreheniionYor the fafety of his friend. 
Brinboc foon convinced Sir James that 
he had alfo efcaped their common dan- 
ger, and, after exchanging their drip- 
ping garments for dry onesi procured 
by fome of the bye-ftanders, they were 
conveyed home in the carriage , of an 
acquaintance, who happened to have 
witnefled the whole fcene. 


As 



MEMOIRS OF 


254 

As the firft news of this adventure 
was communicated to the ladies by the 
chief aftors in it themfelves, the former 
were fpared the cruel anxiety which 
they muft have experienced had it 
come to them by any other channel j 
but the recollefiion of Brinboc’s gallant 
conduct made a profound impreflion 
on M*CorcodaIe’8 grateful heart, white 
the tears of mingled joy and fenll- 
bility, which dole down the rofeate 
cheek of the gentle Eugenie, evinced the 
ibare the latter poflefled of her affeflion ; 
and, as intrepidity is one of the quali* 
ties mod highly prized in men by 
the fofter fex, perhaps Madame de Ro- 
fenfdt felt an almod equal degree of 
fatisladion in conterajdating the noble 
deed achieved that day by her lover. 
This was, indeed, true courage; but 
there are many renowned duellids, who, 
indead of aCting in the fame manner, 
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would, in fimilar circumftances, have 
contented thetnfelves with fhouting and 
hallooing from the Ihore, or fending 
fome one elfe to fave a drowning man, 
taking very good care, at the fame 
time, not to endanger their ovvn precious 
perfons. 

It would nowfeem that Fortune, in 
a fit of remorfe for the tricks which (he 
had played our hero, was refolved to 
make him all the reparation in her 
power, by not only prefenting him with 
amamiable wife, but alfo with the means 
of fupporting that wife in eafe and 
affluence, circumftances which often 
have a mighty lhare in determining 
whether wives, as well as huft>and8,lhall 
be amiable or otherwife. 

The very evening of the day on which 
Sir James M‘Corcodale had nearly fel- 
len a vi£lim to his paffion for ikating,. 
a letter was pat into Brinboc’s hands» 

the 
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the fuperfcription of which annnoun*- 
ced it to be from Madame dc Flavigny, 
whofe friendly, not to fay mothorly 
condufl towards Eugenie, we have of- 
ten had occafion to fpeak of in the pre- 
ceding periods of this hiftory. A letter 
from Madame de Flavigny was, in it- 
felf, a caufe of exultation ; but when 
the contents of it came to be perufed, 
they were fuch as could not deftroy the 
pleafurable emotion which it had hrft 
excited. M. Ren€-Gilbert-Florentin de 
Brinboc, formerly Sdgneur de Kcrfe- 
Tiiercbet and deputy to the Hates of 
Britanny, was a very diftant relation of 
our hero’s, who, in the early flages of the 
revolution, had greatly diflinguilhed 
himfelf, both by oppoHng the meafures 
of the court, and by forwarding, to the 
utmoft of his power, the grand work 
of national regeneration. In return for 
thefe patriotic exertions, not omitting a 

volun- 
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voluntary furrender of all manerial and 
other feudal rights, the faid Seigneur de 
Kerfemerche was ftripped of a confider- 
able part of his property, thrown into 
prifon, and condemned to die by the 
guillotine, from which he only efcaped 
by a fpecies of miracle. Difgulled at 
this ungrateful and unexpected treat- 
ment, he went into the oppofite ex- 
treme, and became as violent an enemy 
to every thing connected with the re- 
volution, as he had been before its 
warm admirer. Having always lived 
in a ftate of cSlibacy, like moft of the 
philofophical reformers of that epoch, 
and finding that nature was about to 
perform that office for him which the 
terrorifts meant only to have antici- 
pated, the lord of Kerfemerche fought 
in his mind for an heir, who might in- 
herit the remainder of his property, and 
the whole of his dillike to thofe who 

had 
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had deprived him of the red. He had 
no near relations, and he bequeathed 
hU fortune to the hero of ihefe me- 
moirs, partly becaufe he bore his name, 
and partly becaufe it might be prefumed 
that the latter was not prepolfefled in 
favour of thofe events which had driven 
him from his native country. 

Important as this bequefl might ap- 
pear upon paper, it would have been 
little better than an empty title, had it 
folely related to property in France, 
which, from Brinboc’s (ituation as an 
emigrant, would not then have ren- 
dered him a bit the richer : but, luckily 
for him, it likewife comprehended cer- 
tain eftates in the idand of Martinique, 
which ifland had recently furrendered to 
a Britilh army. Upon inquiry among 
the planters from that colony who haj.- 
pened to be in England, it was com- 
puted that the annual produce of thofe 

eflates 
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eflates could not be lefs than from two 
to three thoufand pounds. Thus was 
Brinboc enriched by a legacy from a 
quarter where he had no reafon to ex> 
pe£l: any fuch thing, and enabled at 
once to marry the objeA of his affec- 
tions, without any fear or anxiety for 
their future fupport, in a way con- 
formable to their accuflomed habits and 
indulgences, a refleflion quite fuper- 
fluous among romantic lovers, but by 
no means to be defpifed in a conneflion 
in which cgmmon fenfe forms any 
part. 

It is needlefs to fay that this fortunate 
windfall did not tend to retard the 
double nuptials ; and the day appoint- 
ed for their celebration being arrived, 
though with tardy fteps, according to 
the ideas of the impatient brothers-in- 
law, the indiffoluble knot was tied, in 
the prefence of the perfons whom ve 

have 
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have already mentioned, befiJcs the 
faithful Fulgence, who participated in 
the general joy, notv.ithftaudiug the 
painful reflexions which might have oc- 
curred to his mind, in confequence of 
the lefs f?vourable termination of his 
own amour %nth th^t everlafting dil- 
grace to the order of Abigails, the 
faithlefs Pauline. Madame de Br''ib:}c, 
(as we muft now call her) looked 
all grace and elegance, according t - 
cuftom; and the gentle Eugenie (or 
Lady M'Corcodale) was the emblem of 
innocence and foftnefs, beautifully per- 
fonified. Nor did the difparity of years 
that exifled between her and her bride- 
groom dedroy in the lead the harmony 
of this fine group ; for though the Ba- 
ronet was a good round forty, health 
and vigour, the effeXs of temperance 
and fobriet^, were damped upon his 
perfon and* countenance ) and his maf- 

culine 
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culme ftrength feemed well adapted for 
the guardianfiiip of the delicate beauty 
confided to his csro. 

As to the thrice happy Brinboc, he 
did t laugh once during the cere- 
mony, to the great afic-nijhraeiit of the 
parslh-c’vik, >'/l:o cxpcfted a vaft deal of 
gigg!':;g 'Tom fo young a man; but 
when :r nas over, he call a glance at 
his amiable bride, which might have 
improved the ideas of a painter who 
wiilied to delineate Adam’s exprelfion 
ol countenance, when meeting our firft 
mother, pre/ious to their fatal tranf- 
greffion. Carriages were waiting at the 
church door to convey away the new- 
married couples, and they fet oflr imme- 
diately for Woodbine Lodge, which 
Sir J ames had borrowed from Lady Bel- 
mont for a few days, and from whence 
they returned to move in circles, that 
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they were all eminently • formed to 
grace, in different ways. 

Lady Belmont undertook to intro* 
duce the foreign ladies to the fafhionable 
world, a kind office, in which (he was 
affiffed by her daughter, Mifs Celeffina •, 
while the honourable Mr. Belmont, her 
fon, loll no opportunity of hinting to 
Brinboc his thorough knowledge of 
horfe-ffelh,and his extraordinary (kill in 
driving four in hand ; an endowment 
in which he rivalled the mod expert 
coachmen in the kingdom. 

By the help of a little prodence and 
management, however, Sir James and 
Brinboc both contrived to have only juft 
as much of this polite perfecution 'as was 
abfoluteiy unavoidable-, and then they had 
it in then: power to indulge in pleafures 
of a lefs common, though, perhaps, not 
kfs valuable nature, by giving way to 

their 
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thdf tafte for rational amufement, in 
the fociety of a limited number of 
friends, with the greater number of 
whom the reader is already acquainted. 

We cannot relinquifli the talk that 
we impofed upon ourlelves, by becoming 
the biographers of M. de Brinboc, with- 
out informing our readers, with a de- 
gree of fatisfaftion in which we are fure 
that they will participate, that the in- 
famous Chevreville, who contributed, 
in fome degree, to the misfortunes 
of our hero, , and ftill more to the 
fufferings of the gentle Eugenie, paid at 
lad the forfeit of his crimes, though, 
perhaps, not in proportion to the ex- 
tent of their number and atrocity, by 
ending his days in folitary confinement, 
in one of the prifons of Paris, fome years 
later than the period at which this hif- 
tory is fuppofeu to terminate. We beg 
leave alfo to add, that the interpretation 

of 
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of M. de Brinboc*8 dream, Es related in 
the fourth chapter of this work, may be 
fpeedily expeded, from the unwearied 
exertions and penetrating genius of two 
learned German profeflbrs, whofe great 
proficiency in the philofopbical fyftems 
of Kant and Fichte render them pe- 
culiarly well qualified for labours of 
this fort. 


FINIS. 
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